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From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

Dear Emmanuel Friedens Friends,  
 

We live in a violent and disturbing time. 
 

I am mindful that the past several weeks have not been conducive to the kind of 
quiet renewal we hope for in the summertime, locally or nationally. Black friends 
have shared with me personally the level of justifiable concern they have for the 
safety of their children in the wake of more deaths; police departments through-
out the country are on high alert following recent killings of officers; and just to 
add to the painful mix some of the most contentious national political gatherings 
in memory are getting rolling even as I write, with rhetoric that seems intent on 
fanning the flames rather than bringing people together.  
 

I have been grateful for the presence and leadership of Emmanuel Friedens 
friends and members, and also of colleagues in the ministry, in responding locally 
both to the national issues of killings of Black individuals by police officers—and 
of the recent killings of police officers trying to do their jobs protecting lives.  I 
have not been able to be personally present, to my regret, at two recent gather-
ings in Schenectady—one a Black Lives Matter demonstration downtown, where 
a few of you from this church were able to be present alongside many others. 
The second was an important community forum hosted by my respected brother 
in ministry, the Rev Horace Sanders Jr., pastor of Mt Olivet Baptist Church and 
Schenectady Inner City Ministry.  I’ve told Rev. Sanders I am committed to work-
ing with him to continue that conversation in the months ahead.  
 

All of us have some piece we need to take on when it comes to responding to 
structural injustice, and especially to the racial injustice Jim Wallis has aptly titled 
“America’s Original Sin.” It begins with prayer; but prayer without action and ser-
vice is a hollow thing. And we find ourselves in a time requiring not only quick 
reactions but also steady long term commitment to the struggle for a healed and 
just world. 
 

It’s easy to be overwhelmed by the big picture.  But sometimes it is helpful to 
find sanctuary closer to home—and spiritual home for many of us is Emmanuel  
Friedens Church!  We refuse to ignore the ugliness of racism or violence.  But we 

also refuse to let it cancel the beauty and grace to be found in the ongoing life of 

one urban church. 
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A Personal Note of Thanks: I remain very grateful for the celebration, back a couple months ago, of the 
second anniversary of my arriving at Emmanuel Friedens Church. I am thankful for the leadership your 
moderator, Faye Saville, in making it happen as a surprise one Sunday morning. Along with the words, 
on your behalf, Faye presented me with a gift certificate to a local garden store… a gift that Lynn and I 
finally put to good use just a couple of weeks ago! Thank you, Church, and thank you, Faye! We filled 
the cart, brought home the bounty, and promptly filled in empty spots in the garden at 29 Front Street. 
Growing now in our back yard are even more beautiful flowers, and a number of herbs, and my person-

al favorite (right after the basil), six pepper plants. The pepper plants, which enjoy heat and in turn are 

known to store it up, seem particularly happy this July! 

In Christ’s Peace,   
Peter 

 

 
 
 

Sunday,  July 24: Tenth Sunday After Pentecost 
We welcome Rev. Phillip Grigsby back to the pulpit! A member of this congregation and an ordained 
UCC minister, Phil is the Director of Schenectady Inner City Ministry and an active advocate for change 
in Schenectady.  
 

Sunday, July 31:  Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost 
Reading: Luke 12:13-21; Sermon: Rich Toward God, Peter JB Carman is leading worship and preaching. 

 

Sunday,  August 7: Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost, Communion Sunday 
Reading: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16; Meditation: Faith is Not Always a Walk in the Park,  Peter JB Carman 
is leading worship and preaching. 

 

Sunday, August 14:  Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
We welcome to the pulpit, Rev. Jerrod Hugenot, Associate Executive Minister of the American Baptist 

Churches of New York State, to lead worship and preach. 

Sunday, August 21:  Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Reading: Isaiah 58:9b-14; Sermon: Rebuilding Ancient Ruins, Peter JB Carman is leading worship and 
preaching. 
 

Sunday, August 28:  Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost—Hymn Sing 
Reading: Luke 14:1, 7-14; Sermon: Banquet Arrangements, Peter JB Carman is leading worship and 
preaching. 
 

Sunday,  September 4: Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost, Communion Sunday 
Readings: Jeremiah 18:1-11, Luke 14: 25-33; Meditation: The Joyful Costly Way,  Peter JB Carman is 
leading worship and preaching. 
 

Sunday, September 11:  Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Reading: Luke 15:1-10; Sermon: Insisting on the Mercy of God, Peter JB Carman is leading worship and 
preaching. 

THE WEEKS AHEAD IN WORSHIP 
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Youth Group Community 
Closet Clothing Sale—A 

summer clothing sale was held 
on Saturday, July 9 to benefit 
the School of Wonder and Mys-

tery. We raised $520! There were over 100 
shoppers in and out of our doors throughout 
the day. People are always pleased at the se-
lection and, of course, the price is right!  
 

We had some wonderful donations thanks to 
the overflow in the Raindrop's Closet pro-
gram. Our only deficit was in men's clothing. 
If you know any men that are willing to part 
with things they no longer wear, we will be 
accepting donations soon. A date for dona-
tions will be announced but until that time 
we don't have much storage so hold on to 
your clothes and we will get them closer to 
the sale.  
 

A big thanks to all that helped with the 
sale...Robyn Axon, Sheila Freres, Faye Bailey, 
Arleen Lenkewich, Mary and Margaret Mitch-
ell, June Schermerhorn and Chris Spencer.  
 

Clearly, there is a need in our community for 
clothing and our sale is a great way to reach 
people! Thank you for your donations and 
your help! … Nancy Spencer 

 

And thank you to Nancy Spencer for the 
overall organization of the sale. 

 

Worship in the Park, July 10 
 

Unfortunately, the weather forced the annual 
church picnic to be moved to Fellowship 
Hall.  Thanks to everyone who saw things that 
needed to be done and did them. The service 
and the “picnic" were a huge success.  A spe-
cial thanks to Robyn and Mike Axon,  Jocelyn 
McKinney, Pat McAllister and Patty Soellner 
for their cooking, cleanup, and organizational 
skills! 

The School of Wonder and Mystery  (SW&M) 
 

We will be running the program from August 15 -26 
from 9 am-1 pm, thanks to the generosity of donors in 
our congregation and to the Council who decided to 
make SW&M a line item in our budget again! Thank 
you!!!!!!  
 

We will again offer free snack and lunch and will also 
have some small breakfast options. We will be visiting 
some local museums that focus on creation and be vis-
iting the Heritage Home for Women once again. Our 
program this year is offered to children entering kinder-
garten through 8th grade. Registration forms are availa-
ble in the office. Registration due date is August 12.  
This will allow us time to properly plan for this program.   
 

I am also looking for some specific volunteers to help 
make this program possible. If you are interested in vol-
unteering, please call/text (694-6589) or e-mail me 
(clloves21@hotmail.com). There are also sign-up sheets 
in the chapel hallway. I am also currently looking for 
counselors in training. If you are or know someone who 
is entering 9 -12 grade who would be interested in this 
position, please contact me for an interview.  Thank 
you.   … Charlie Reyes 
 

CHURCH NEWS & EVENTS  

SICM Summer Lunch  Program- 
 

Pat McAllister and John Detwyler, our 
representatives to the Schdy. Inner 
City Ministry coordinated this year’s 
volunteers to work for the summer 

lunch program—THANK YOU. We served lunches at 
the downtown Schenectady County Library the week 
of June 27-July 1. We thank the following volunteers 
who served: Jeanne Andersons and her niece, Nora, 
Faye Bailey, Pat Bumbarger, Betty Detwyler, Jeff 
Fletcher and the kids, Tyler, Seth and Halle, Sandy 
George and grandson, Jordan, Arleen Lenkewich, Ma-
ria Puccio, Danielle O’Brien and a friend, June 
Schermerhorn, Joann Vanderhule and Hazel Wilson.  
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Pride Parade and Festival, June 11  
@ Washington Park in Albany 

The weather did not cooperate at times but that did 
not stop our group from having fun at the event. 

End of Year Sunday School Party, June 26—The 
pool party at Marilyn & Bart Bisgrove’s home was a 
great success!  And boy, did the weather cooperate-  
nice and hot! 19 people attended; great fun, good 

food and snacks were had by all.  

CHURCH NEWS & EVENTS (Continued) 
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New Bible Study to Begin in October 
 

Looking Ahead: Reading the Bible Together  
with your pastor in preparation for the coming week’s sermon! 

 
Are you interested in taking part? This bible study comes at the encouragement of our Church Council, and 
will meet on an ongoing basis once a week for an hour. The aim is not only to learn about the week’s read-
ing, but to share YOUR ideas about how its stories speak to the world we share, and in our personal lives.  
 

We need your help in scheduling it for the best time for all. Please let us know if you are interested, and 
check all the meeting times that would work for you! We plan to begin the first week in October 2016, and 
continue as long as there is sufficient interest!   So, please do respond below! 
 

Cut along dotted line  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

 

Name:______________________________________________ 
 
___  I am interested in taking part in this “sermon-shaping” conversation about the coming Sunday’s  
readings. 
 

I am available (check all that work for you):     ___   Wednesday morning @ 7:30 am      
 

___   Wednesday afternoon @ 12 pm                          ___   Thursday evening @ 7:00 pm 
 

Please feel free to mail this, e-mail or call the church office to let us know  
your level of interest and available times.  

 

On Sunday, June 26,  we welcomed Pastor Danny Bawibikthawng 

and youth members of the Chin Christian Church of Albany, locat-

ed in Rensselaer, New York, to our worship service. A sister Baptist 

Church that is very active in the Chin Baptist Churches USA 

(affiliated with American Baptist Churches), the congregation is 

comprised largely of families from the Chin ethnic group, originally 

from Myanmar (Burma). We were excited to share in this first visit 

between our two churches. Pastor Danny took part in our service 

and our pastor, Peter, visited their church in the afternoon to 

preach.  Following worship and as part of the last adult Sunday class in June,  we had the opportunity for 

conversation with our Chin visitors, to learn more about them, and the experiences they have had, in 

Burma and in Malaysia, where many lived as refugees, as well as the joys and challenges of transition to 

the United States.  

CHURCH NEWS & EVENTS (Continued) 
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Thank You to Our Church Choir, Band and Michael Harrison 
 

We take this opportunity to give thanks for our congregation’s music ministry, and our creative 
and capable Minister of Music, Michael Harrison. While the Choir and Band are on a well-
deserved summer break, we reflect back on the many wonderful musical moments we have    
experienced over the past year, ranging from traditional and classical piano and organ pieces to 
lovely traditional and contemporary anthems, to bluesy and rocking guitar riffs and vocal solos. 
Each week faithful members and friends of Emmanuel Friedens get together to offer praise; 
voice grief and offer solace; and sing out joy from the heart.  
 

Each week Michael Harrison makes sure it is all pulled together, recruiting and rehearsing with 
the choir, and coordinating our many special musical offerings. And each month this past year, 
Jody Radez and Michael Jessup and a varied group of singers and musicians have been coming up 
with musical selections from the band. From time to time, others of you also have sung solos or 
played an instrument…. 

 

We take none of it for granted! Thanks to each of you for what you offer this congregation in 
leading us as we worship God and seek to live out our faith together. 

DENOMINATIONAL &  
     COMMUNITY NEWS 

 American Baptist Men’s New York State Rally, 
August 13-15, 2016 @ Keuka College in Keuka 
Park, NY. Registration information in on the 
bulletin board. 

 

 Note: The Schenectady County 2016 Annual 
Picnic for seniors and care givers is closed out 
for reservations. 

 

 Friendship Café Schedule:  August 10, Riding 
Vale Cemetery Tour with Mr. Frank Taormina 
“General Tour Describing of Grave Stone Sym-
bols” (18 seats available) Vale Cemetery  10:30 
am -12:30 pm, call 382-8481 for more infor-
mation-Sr. & Long Term Care Services 

 August 2016 

 At A Glance 

 

 

Sunday Worship in the Chapel  
@ 10 am. 

 

 

August 15-19 & 22-26 
School of Wonder and Mystery 

 

Saturday, August 27 
Community Brunch 

10:30 –11:30 am 
 

Committee meetings- 
Check the calendar 

___________________ 
 

The September issue of the Envoy will be 
available the week of  August 29, 2016. The 
deadline to submit articles, committee news, 
announcements, etc. is Monday, August 22.  
Thank you. 
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SICM Seeks Donations for Back to School Supplies 
Schenectady Inner City Ministry (SICM) is seeking supplies for various back to school 
items (noted below) that can prove very costly for those parents/guardians that they 
serve. Please consider making a donation - take advantage of those back-to-school 
sales!  SICM will be collecting school supplies through mid-August so please bring in 
any items by August 15.   You can either drop off your items to the SICM Office (1055 

Wendell Avenue, M-Th until 9 am-3 pm), or drop them off at our church. There will be a box in the office 
for them.    Thank you. 
 

Backpacks for girls and boys     Pocket folders (plastic/vinyl preferred) 
1 or 2 subject notebooks    Loose leaf paper (in packages) 
Composition notebook (marble cover)  Binders 
Glue sticks       Pens  (black or blue ink) and # 2 pencils 
Crayons       Scissors (child-safe) 
Washable makers and highlighters    Protractors 
 
 
 

Special Offering in August: We will receive special offerings to support both our American Bap-

tist region-the ABC of New York State, and our United Church of Christ Conference-the New York 
Conference.  The work of our statewide organizations represents two “hands” of one body of Christ. 
Emmanuel Friedens Church is one congregation with two faith families. Both of these families, in 
their distinctive ways, provide support and connection, ministry and outreach in which we have a 
deep investment.  Look for your letter of request in mid-August. Please consider supporting this  
appeal.  Thank you. 

Donations for the School of Wonder and Mystery—Donations are needed to help 

make this program great! We are looking for donations of snacks (goldfish, pretzels, animal 

crackers, etc.), breakfast options (instant oatmeal, breakfast bars, cereal, etc.) and juice 

(powder, juice boxes, large containers of juice, etc.). It is preferable that all food donations 

be PEANUT/ NUT FREE. There is a basket in the church office for these donations. Thank you 

for your continued support.  

SUPPORT AND ASSISTANCE 

 July 2016 

 At A Glance 

 

 

Sunday Worship in the Chapel  
@ 10 am. 

 

 

Saturday, July 9 
Community Closet Clothing Sale 

8 am-12 pm 
 

Sunday, July 10 
Worship in the Park 

@ Collins Park in Scotia 
Picnic to follow. 

 

Wednesday, July 13 
Outreach and Mission Meeting 

@ 6:30 pm 
 

Saturday, July 30 
Community Brunch 

10:30 –11:30 am 

___________________ 
 

The summer issue of the Envoy will be 

As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 
welcomes and 

affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, martial 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

STAY CONNECTED 
 
 
 
 
 

www.facebook.com/ 
emmanuelfriedenschurch 

 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, New York  12307 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, NY  12307 
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A Vision for Our Journey 
 

Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching, 

Committed to  

    Growing hearts and minds; 

     Learning openness, courage and love; 

      Serving with our neighbors; 

       Pursuing God’s justice and peace; 

        Inviting others to share the journey! 


