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Restoring Trust in Goodness 
 

In Genesis 3, of all things, we get a “talking snake”. The snake is called a 
“beast” or a “wild animal.” He is not presented as a devil or as Satan. But he 
does have the ability to speak. He said to the woman, ‘Did God say, “You shall 
not eat from any tree in the garden”?’ ‘You will not die; for God knows that 
when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing 
good and evil.’ This one question unleashed hostility, resentment, destruction 
on all humanity. One question created a spirit of mistrust in the minds of     
people, a mistrust that had no basis in reality but became and remains so real 
in its devastating effects. The story of the serpent and Eve illustrates what a 
spirit of mistrust and suspicion can do. Wherever it is allowed to gain traction, 
disintegration and alienation are sure to follow. When people speak mistrust 
and suspicion, they damage every institution in our culture – family, church, 
democracy. Philosopher Onora O’Neill argues that our society suffers from a 
crisis of trust. She is not speaking of garden variety cynicism that causes us to        
approach politics with suspicion. No, the malady goes much deeper because it 
changes how we view all of life. Suspicion and mistrust become epistemological 
anchors and we feel that the great institutions of our society are not working 
for us. 
 

When we lose our ability to trust, we are inhibiting our ability to flourish and to 
improve life for everyone. Suspicion lies at the root of so much that plagues 
our country. Entire battalions of conspiracy theorists plaster their mistrust on 
social media every day. Suspicion leads to paranoia. Paranoia leads to          
questionable behavior. Always have the critical facility to mistrust the            
suspicious, the negative, the hyper-critical. No matter how much some people 
batter democracy, it is still the best form of government. No matter how often 
scared people demean the truth of science and American history, scientists and 
historians are truth-tellers. No matter how often people accuse religion of      
being the cause of all violence, it is not the truth. Religion is often used by      
political powers to make excuses for their awful behaviors.  
 

(continued on page 2)   

THE ENVOY 
A Newsletter of  Emmanuel Friedens Church 

American Baptist and United Church of Christ Congregation 

218 Nott Terrace, Schenectady, NY  12307 
Rev.  Dr. Rodney W. Kennedy, Interim Pastor 

From the Pastor 

 

 
 
  
 

 

March 2022: The Envoy-Issue 400  Page 2 

The church simply has to be an institution dedicated to the establishment of trust and truth.      
Maintaining a solid grasp on the goodness of God, the goodness of creation, and the goodness of 
life, it is our responsibility not to listen to talking snakes.  
 

Trust the goodness: “And God saw that the light was good.” “God called the dry land Earth, and the 
waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good.” “The earth 
brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit 
with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good.” God separated the light from the darkness, “and 
God saw that it was good.”  
 

“And God said, ‘Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the 
earth across the dome of the sky.’ So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature 
that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And 
God saw that it was good.” “God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of 
every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was 
good.” “God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and       
female he created them. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good.” Nev-
er allow the light of goodness to disappear from your heart and mind. Keep believing in goodness. 
God is good. God is good all the time.   Rev. Kennedy 

____________________________________________________________ 

 Sunday Worship  
(Live in –person, Zoom link or online) 
 

Rev. Dr. Rodney Kennedy  will lead worship and preach. 
 

March 6:  First Sunday in Lent/Communion 
Child Baptism/Reception of New Members 
Reading: Luke 4:1-13 
Sermon: “The Use and Misuse of Scripture and Power” 
 

March 13  Second Sunday in Lent   
Reading:  Luke 13:31-35 
Sermon: “Jesus Weeps for Our Cities” 
 

March 20:  Third Sunday in Lent   
Reading:  Luke 13:1-9 
Sermon: “Everyone Calling Everyone Else “A Bunch of Sinners” 
 

March 27:  Fourth  Sunday  in Lent  
Reading: Luke 15:1-3 
Sermon: “A New Look at God as Father”  

Sermons 
Dr. Kennedy’s sermon from the past Sunday is sent out via mail and  e-mail during the week, as well 
as being posted on the church’s website under “Worship-Sermons”.  
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Looking Ahead to Holy Week Services 
 

Palm Sunday, April 10 
Maundy Thursday, April 14 

Easter Sunday, April 17 

Christian Education 

Adult Sunday Class  

Title: “When What We Read in the Bible Doesn’t Make Sense” or “The Art of Reading Scripture”  
Discussion Leader: Rev. Dr. Rodney  Kennedy 
When: Sunday morning at 11:15 am, ongoing through April 10 (following worship) 
 

Bring your questions, doubts, concerns, and confusions and we will unpack them together as we 
attempt faithful readings of biblical texts. At least one part of the class aims to help you know 
how to have conversations with any of your friends who are biblical literalists or insist they are 
right, and you are wrong. Dr. Kennedy says, “I promise to help you deal with your friends who 
think you are wrong.”  
 

Participants will need a Bible. The textbook used for the class is The Art of Reading Scripture,    
editors Ellen F. Davis and Richard B. Hays. The book is not required for the class, but is an option 
for those persons wishing to read in more detail.  
 
 

Youth Group 
 

The combined youth group of Emmanuel Friedens and First United Methodist have invited older 
and younger folks to join them on a mission trip on Memorial Day weekend.  The planned           
activities are not strenuous and should be suitable for most people.  
 Sat. May 28 – to the Upper NY Annual Conference Mission Hub in  Liverpool, NY where the 

group will work on disaster relief kits. Later, they will travel to Camp Casowasco, a United 
Methodist  camp on Owasco Lake in the Finger Lakes and lodging at the Wesley Lodge over 
the weekend.   

 Sun. May 29 – A visit to the Harriett Tubman National Historic Park in Auburn and the      
Women’s Hall of Fame in Seneca Falls.   

 Mon. May 30 – return home after preparing the camp for the summer.  
 
Cost for those who are not members of the youth group is $165 for 2 nights lodging and 6 meals 
at Camp Casowasco.  Entrance to the Women’s Hall of Fame is $7.00. For more information or to 
express interest, contact Sylvester Doyer or Jan Huston, 518 374-4403. (First Methodist). 
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Special Offering  
 
America for Christ/Neighbors in Need 
 

March is the month we support neighbors throughout the United States! We will receive special 
offerings throughout March to support our wider church families’ important ministries of love 
and justice throughout the United States.  We invite you to support either America for Christ 
(American Baptist Churches) or  Neighbors in Need (The United Church of Christ).  
 

The  America for Christ (AFC) Offering theme is Testimony, based on Psalm 22:22— "I will praise 
you and testify about what you have done." 100% of the donations received through this      
offering goes to support  the ministries of the  American Baptist Home Mission Society (ABHMS).  
Last year, thanks to AFC Offering contributions, the ABHMS continued to support communities  
distressed by the devastation of COVID-19, as the pandemic swept through the United States 
and Puerto Rico. They also helped families who lost homes due to natural disasters of floods, 
wildfires and storms,  helping innocent children living in conditions of poverty, and seminarians 
preparing to devote their lives to sharing the Good News. Those were just a few of the ways that 
ABHMS ministered to those in need. And there were many more.  
 

Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special annual mission offering of the United Church of Christ that 
also goes to “support ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States.” The 
theme of this year’s offering is “Unfailing Love-This is my commandment, that you love one an-
other as I have loved you.” (John 15:12 ). Two-thirds of the offering is used by the UCC’s      
Justice and Witness Ministries to fund a wide array of local and national justice initiatives, 
advocacy efforts and direct service projects. And the other one-third of the offering supports 
the UCC’s Council for American Indian Ministries. This year, special consideration will be    
given to projects focusing on providing permanent housing and alleviating homelessness in 
the United States.  
 

Both offerings support the important ministries across the United States in our two respective 
denominational families. Appropriate envelopes are provided in your newsletter, or may be 
picked up in church, or sent to you from the church office when requested.  And you can also 
make an online donation on the church’s website (http://emmanuelfriedens.org/Give_Online/). 
Please consider a generous gift! Thank you.   
 

For more information, check out the following websites: 
https://abhms.org  and https://www.ucc.org/neighbors-in-need-special-mission-offering/ 
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Committee News 
 
Search Committee  
 

Reminder: Please Complete and Return the Search Committee Questionnaire: Everyone should 
have received a 2-page questionnaire via e-mail, or mail, or both. This questionnaire, developed 
by the Search Committee, will be used to update the church profile for submission to prospective 
candidates for a settled pastor. Please complete the online version or return the completed paper 
forms by Wednesday, March 16th.   
 

It is hoped a majority of these will be returned to provide accurate information regarding our 
church. More importantly, information regarding our current  ministries, new ministries, and qual-
ities you would like to see in a settled pastor will greatly assist the Search Committee in finding a 
candidate that meets the majority of the congregation’s  desires. 
 

Outreach and Mission-Clothing Room 
 

We are accepting donations of personal hygiene items (e.g., deodorant, shampoo, body wash, 
etc).  Many of our brunch guests request these items, which as you know,  are expensive to       
purchase.  However, at this time, please do not drop off any donations of clothing, toys, house-
hold goods, etc. to the church. We do not have the space to store items.  
 
United/Unified Church Exploration Subcommittee  (From Angela Keller) 
 

Angela Keller, Jocelyn McKinney and Deb Lent recently had the first meeting to begin exploration 
of the pros and cons of becoming a United or Unified Church. We are beginning the work by    
seeking out the definitions of United vs. Unified, reaching out to legal contacts to ensure we are 
researching in the right areas of NYS laws/regulations, and contacting the NYS denominations 
leadership for further guidance. We hope to obtain information on some churches that may have 
gone through this exploration, to contact and learn from their experience.   
 

Our initial goals that we would anticipate being able to accomplish through such a decision would 
be: 
 To remove barriers of membership, where individuals or families do not wish to select a               
      denomination (ABC or UCC); 
 To align our legal incorporation with how we function as one church on a day-to-day basis; 
 To align with most members’ feelings of being one church; 
 Maintaining relationship with both ABC and UCC; and, 
 Addressing concerns regarding our churches’ endowments. 
 

We are only at the beginning of this exploration.  Once we have done some initial research and 
gathered some information, we will organize a meeting to review the information and seek     
questions and input from all of you. If you have an interest in joining us in this subcommittee, 
please reach out to one of us.  
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     Federated Council Chair 
     Jocelyn McKinney 
 

    Federated Council Chair Elect 
    Aiden Legendre (1 year term) 
 

    Church Clerk 
    Debra Lent 
 

   Treasurer 
   Faye Bailey 
 

   Treasurer Elect 
   Open 
 

   Financial Secretary 
   Open 
 

   Financial Secretary Elect 

   Raymond Andersons (1 year term) 
 

   Christian Education Chair 
   Jim FitzGerald 
 

   Christian Education Vice-Chair 
   Charlie Reyes 
 

   Church-Staff Relations 
   Chair:  
 Members: 
    Evelyn Kauffman 
    Jim FitzGerald 
    Open 
 

   Congregational Support & 
    Membership Chair 
    Jeanne Andersons (1 year term) 
    Linda Brown 
 
 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
2022 Officers and Elected Committee Members 

 

Outreach and Mission 
Nancy Spencer 
 

Safe Church Implementation Team 
Debbie Gehman 
Jim FitzGerald 
 

Social Functions & Fellowship 
Marilyn Bisgrove 
 

Stewardship 
Angela Keller 
 

Trustees  
Chair: Charles Lent 
 Members: 
Jennifer Andersons (2 year term) 
a
Bart Bisgrove 

Sheila Freres 
Artie Loftis 
Jocelyn McKinney 
a
Vern Scoville 

 

Worship  
Chair: Jocelyn McKinney 
 Member: 
Joani Jameson 
 

-------------------------- 
a
Honorary Lifetime Member 
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Church News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With sadness we report that our friend, Norma Hudson passed away on March 8 
peacefully in her sleep. Several months ago, Norma celebrated her 100th year         
birthday. In recent years, Norma had been living in Ocoee, Fl, close to her son Eddy.             
A memorial service is planned at our church;  details will be forthcoming. Expressions 
of sympathy may be sent to Eddy Hudson,  3893 Rose of Sharon Drive, Orlando, FL   
32808 
 
 
We Have More Tenants! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Hamilton Hill Arts Center, located in Schenectady, will be temporary tenants of the 
church while their building undergoes an in-depth renovation project.  Their programs, 
which includes elementary, middle, and  high school students participation,  started 
March 7.  During the school year and summer, they will use Fellowship Hall and Rm. 115.  
 

 

 

About HHAC:  
 

“For 50 years, the Hamilton Hill Arts Center (HHAC) has provided exceptional cultural arts 
programming for people of all ages. We are a minority operated and managed cultural 
arts center with programming that serves over 10,000 people a year on and off site. We 
are Schenectady’s only African/African-American Arts Center and the only remaining 
community center in Hamilton Hill. HHAC was founded to address the needs of unsuper-
vised youth in Schenectady’s inner city and the need still exists today.”    
 

Welcome HHAC! 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

Norma Hudson 
 

  October 27, 1921-March 8, 2022 
Long time member of  

Emmanuel Baptist Church 

As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 
welcomes and 

affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, martial 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

STAY CONNECTED 
 
 
 
 
 

www.facebook.com/ 
emmanuelfriedenschurch 

 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, New York  12307 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, NY  12307 
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A Vision for Our Journey 
 

Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching, 
Committed to  
    Growing hearts and minds; 
     Learning openness, courage and love; 
      Serving with our neighbors; 
       Pursuing God’s justice and peace; 
        Inviting others to share the journey! 

Sunday Worship  remains available via Facebook Live on the Church’s           
Facebook Page (https://www.facebook.com/Emmanuel-Friedens-Church-
122934277889274/)  and by Zoom, with a Zoom link and passcode being sent 
to the congregation each week (via the Sunday bulletin). 
 

And for video recordings of all worship services, a link is available on the 
church’s website, www.emmanuelfriedens.org—Home page.   

Daylight Savings 
Time 

 

Remember to set your clocks 
ahead 1 hour before going to 
bed on Saturday, March 12.  

Daylight Savings Time begins 
on March 13 at 2 am.  

https://www.facebook.com/Emmanuel-Friedens-Church-122934277889274/
https://www.facebook.com/Emmanuel-Friedens-Church-122934277889274/

