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Loving the environment means more than loving the great
outdoors. It means working to preserve it.

From the Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rodney Kennedy
Mammon (Money) is our national god; greed is our national liturgy.
Advertisers have become our American clergy, and they are much better
compensated than the long-suffering clergy in the Christian church. While the
nation may be in an uproar over abortion, never doubt that money is what
really counts. The economy, the stock market, the price of oil, our portfolios –
these we worship.

Office Hours
9:30 am-3:30 pm M-F
9:30 am-1:30 pm M-F
(SUMMER HOURS)

I will argue that advertisers have stolen the language of Christianity in order
to assure the smooth transition from Christianity to Mammon. The mixture of
faith with an excessive capitalism has made us more capitalists and less
Christian. The free-market god has conquered, and is a far greater danger
than the USA becoming socialist.
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Our Causes and Passions
It's our aim to spread the Love Promise as far as possible, which is why we work with a diverse
range of organizations. Many of them fall under one of these areas of focus.

MAMMON AMERICA’S CHURCH; GREED OUR NATIONAL LITURGY

Sunday Classes
(Sept-June)
11:15 am

Insert
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The money clergy, skilled in slogans that serve as litanies, prayers, promises,
and comfort, offer an array of religious themes to mask the deadliness of
greed. For example, Subaru has built its automobile company on the Christian
concept of “love.” Subaru’s corporate mission statement reads like that of a
liberal Christian church. Here’s the Subaru version of I Corinthians 13:
Love Means Being More Than a Car Company®
The Subaru Love Promise is our vision to show love and respect to all people
at every interaction with Subaru. Together with our retailers, we are
dedicated to making the world a better place.
Committed to Improving the Lives Around Us
We believe in being a positive force in the communities in which we live and
work, not just with donations, but with actions that set an example for others
to follow.

We should all have a chance to lead a healthy life. We're
aiming to give as many people that chance as we can.

In a perfect world, hunger would be history and hope would
be commonplace. We believe a perfect world is possible.

It's our goal to make the pursuit of knowledge available to as
many minds as possible.

Whether they live in our homes or in the wild, Subaru is
committed to keeping all animals safe and healthy.

(Continued on Page 2)
(From the Pastor-continued on next page)
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The new church of America has an official credit card – MasterCard: “MasterCard – There Are Some
Things Money Can’t Buy, For Everything Else There’s MasterCard.” A world already drowning in
plastic, a world of plastic persons has now turned a piece of plastic into something more convenient
than cash.
Every church needs a motto. The motto of the Church of Mammon: Burger King Have It Your Way.
Or maybe the new church should go with Disney Land: The Happiest Place on Earth.
The religious language has enabled the idolatry to go down easy. Almost no one notices that we
trust in money more than God. Jaguar give us grace: “Jaguar – Grace, Space, Pace.” Starbucks has a
gospel that inspires: “Starbucks – Coffee That Inspires.” Coca Cola wants us to enjoy life.
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Church Happenings

August 15– August 26, 2022
Monday- Friday
9:00 am-1:00 pm
Free to attend. A snack and lunch are provided.

There’s an angelic quality to Red Bull –“It Gives You Wiiings.” A religion always can use some angels.
Walmart offers to save us money and help us live better lives. “Walmart – Save Money. Live Better.”
Adidas, in the positive thinking mode, promises us that “impossible is nothing. For Calvin Klein –
“Between love and madness lies obsession.”

The theme this year is “‘Tis the Season.” They will be combining the spiritual themes of
advent and Christmas with the science theme of the winter. Campers will be engaged in
activities through worship, arts, science, and ELA.

Greed is America’s central liturgical act to demonstrate that we are the greatest nation of earth.
USA! We’re Number 1!

For information, call/text Charlie Reyes (518 694-6589). Please call the church office for
registration forms. Pass on the information to family, friends, and neighbors.

If we are tempted by the advertisers in the church of Mammon, we should think again. The church
of Mammon offers, in the end, a culture of death. According to Augustine in his City of God, the
Roman wealthy indulged in luxury, pleasure, and entertainment to distract them from death. While
the sponsors, my friend, will sell you all they can, no amount of possessions will hide the reality that
a faith that promotes greed attempts to avoid the reality of death. The story of the rich farmer
planning to build bigger barns while eating, drinking, and being merry has become the American
Gospel, the judgment of God still waits at the end. Those who worship in the House of Mammon live
in fear of the loss of wealth, status, and security, but this can never be admitted. Maybe some folks
need a new church with better long term investments.
___________________________________________________________________

Remembering June Scoville

June Scoville’s memorial service and reception was
held at our church on Saturday, June 18. If you
were unable to attend, June’s service with photos
are posted on the church’s website/events
for viewing.

Sunday Worship (for July)
(Live in –person, Zoom link or online), Rev. Dr. Rodney Kennedy will lead worship and preach.
Sunday, July 17: Sixth Sunday after Pentecost, Reading: Amos 8: 1-12
Sermon: “Trampling Out the Grapes and Trampling on the Poor and Needy”
Sunday, July 24: Seventh Sunday after Pentecost, WOA Candle lighting
Readings: Hosea 1:2-20, Colossians 2:6-15, Luke 10: 38-42
Sermon: “When a People Confuse Government with God”

Rich Soellner with Vern Scoville

Sunday, July 31: Eighth Sunday after Pentecost, Reading: Luke 12:13-21
Sermon: “Making Bigger Barns and the All American Slogan”
(Church Happenings-continued on next page)
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Summer Brunch BBQ
Well, summer is here and that means summer
brunch BBQs on the last Saturday of the month.
The first BBQ of the summer was held on June
25-lots of people and lots of food consumed. A
good time held by all. Thank you to all the
volunteers!

To the 2022 Graduate

Emma Lindenfelser graduated this year from Schenectady High
School and as class salutatorian, delivered a speech on graduation
day. She will be attending Binghamton University in the fall where
she plans to major in Psychology with minors in Art and Arabic. She
has been studying the Arabic language for the past four years of high
school and is excited to continue that learning at college. Art has
been an important part of her life starting from an early age doing
art with her Mimi (aka Carol Tumbelston) and she hopes to continue
pursuing that at Binghamton. Emma is the daughter of Ruth and
Greg Lindenfelser.

The next BBQ will be held on July 30. We could
use donations of soda (in cans) and water
bottles. Attendees like to receive a bottle of
water to take with them after the brunch.
Just some of our church volunteers!
Sylvester, Sheila and Arnie
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Clothing Room Items Needed:
Mens: shoes/flip flops/boots, jeans/sweat
pants, t- shirts, pajama pants
Womens: t -shirts...extra large, sweat pants,
always need new or gently used socks, underwear, bras, Dresses!!! Dresses are very popular.
Childrens: sizes 12-18
We have a lot of little people clothing but teenage clothing is sparse.
Always need toiletries and detergent!!

Welcoming Our New Members

To The Happy Couple

Mary Clark Bisgrove, daughter of Steven and Debbie Clark
Bisgrove, granddaughter of Bart and Marilyn Bisgrove and great
granddaughter of Althea Nelson, is engaged to Michael
Dickensheets of Bozeman, MT. Both Mary and Michael graduated
from Montana State University. Currently, they are living and
working in Berlin, Germany. Mary is tutoring English and going to
school studying the German language. Michael is a system
engineer working for IONOS. They have not set a date for their
wedding.
Emmanuel Friedens joyfully welcomes our newest members, Carmen Milagros Agosto Quinonez
and Ken Ballard to the Emmanuel Baptist Church family during our worship service held on June 26.
Carman comes on profession of faith and baptism. And Ken on statement of faith.
May the Lord bless them.
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Thank You

218 Nott Terrace
Schenectady, New York 12307

From the Dignity for All Scholarship Award Recipients
Rachel Wheeler, Niskayuna High School: “Dear Rev. Rodney Kennedy, I want to thank you for
being so gracious and giving out such an honorable award. I am so grateful to have been chosen
for such a fulfilling and gratifying award. This award, I hope, is not only a reminder to me but to
everyone to go above and beyond in making educational spaces as welcoming and comforting
as possible. I will continue to fight everyday for what this award stands for, for the effect will
benefit so many. Thank you so much for everything you and your church do, it’s so wonderful to
see! “
Aliyah Colon, Schalmont High School: “… I was a big part of GSA at Schalmont. Receiving your
award meant so much to me especially during the time of Pride month. It was very unexpected
to me because I usually don’t get the nicest comments for supporting LGBTQ but that doesn't
stop me. But I would just like to thank you for choosing me for this award and I will do great
things with the donation. I unfortunately was not able to attend the Pride parade or your
worship service but I would have absolutely love to come. But once again thank so, so much for
giving me this award. It means a lot to me.”
Ellie Mott, Scotia-Glenville High School: “Thank you for the Dignity for All Scholarship Award. It
is appreciated and a honor to have received it. Thank you for believing in my future. “
Both Rachel and Ellie were able to attend our church’s Pride service, which was held on Sunday,
June 26.

Community News
Hamilton Hill Arts Center “Summer Arts and Culture Camp" is ongoing Monday-Friday, 10 am-3 pm
through August 12, ages 5 -12. The camp is held at Emmanuel Friedens Church. Free lunch,
specialized art classes each week and much more. If you know of any interested persons, have them
call 518 313-1556 or check out the website, www.hamiltonhillartscenter.org.

As a Welcoming and
Affirming/
Open and Affirming
Church, Emmanuel
Baptist Church and
Friedens United
Church of Christ
welcomes and
affirms
all persons without
regard to sex, martial
status, age , race,
sexual orientation, or
abilities, inviting all
into membership,
mission, and
leadership.

STAY CONNECTED

www.facebook.com/
emmanuelfriedenschurch

~The next Envoy
will be issued in September ~

A Vision for Our Journey
Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching,
Committed to
Growing hearts and minds;
Learning openness, courage and love;
Serving with our neighbors;
Pursuing God’s justice and peace;

