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From the Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rodney Kennedy 

Dear Friends,  
 

Pat Conroy says that one day he was cleaning up a grave with his              
grandmother, and came across this name, “Jerry Mire Peek” – okay, that’s  
Jerry Mire – M-I-R-E Peek. And he said, “Who is he named after?” And his 
grandmother said, “He is named after the prophet Jerrymire.” 
 

There’s a lesson I was taught when I was about 12 and I didn’t believe it until I 
was about 65. The lesson: Time is swift and there is nothing as swift. It all hap-
pens in a heartbeat, an eye blink. This is the way life is. At twelve, life crawled 
between baseball games. At 70, life hurtles along an Interstate with no name 
at about 100 miles per hour. When I read a genealogy like the one in Matthew 
1, I realize that it is all of one piece and that all this history happened in a   
moment of time and we are all part of it. This is not just some list of old 
names; this is life even in the cemetery, life still speaking, hearts still beating, 
action still unfolding. 
 

We are all here to make a name, not for ourselves, but for the future. I just 
want to show up in the genealogy of Jesus’ people. I don’t care about any  
other group with as much fierce devotion. I don’t want to be remembered as 
a liberal. I want to be remembered that I was with Jesus, that my life was    
immersed in his teaching and his practices.  
 

Life goes by in a flash. What we do lives on and I want us to want the idea of a 
faithful, gospel-preaching, gospel-loving, gospel-living church to live on at  
Emmanuel Friedens. Putting aside all the minor distractions, let us make sure 
that we put Jesus and his gospel first. That’s Jesus and his non-violent,         
sacrificing, self-giving, suffering love on behalf of the whole world. “For God 
so loved the world.” The word in Greek is “cosmos” and it often refers to all 
the forces that have aligned against the purposes of God, and yet, God loves 
the whole world. No one is outside the love of God. As Walt Whitman put it, 
“Not until the sun excludes you do I exclude you.” Let’s get on with our world-
loving for the sake of the salvation that is given through Jesus Christ.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
(Continued on Page 2) 
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What people in other churches say about us is of little consequence. Those who presume to judge 
are acting out residual resentments and operating above their pay grade. Judgment belongs to God 
alone. Thankfully, it is Jesus who has the keys to Death and Hell. It is Jesus, we are attempting to   
follow.  

____________________________________________ 

Sunday Worship (for the Summer) 
(Live in –person, Zoom link or online) 
 

Rev. Dr. Rodney Kennedy  will lead worship and preach. 
 
Sunday, July 11:  Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Reading:  Mark 6:14-29  
Sermon: “Bad and Good Theology” 
 

Sunday, July 18:  Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
Readings:  II Kings 4:42-44, Mark 6:30-45 
Sermon: “Do We Have the Peace  Spirit?” 
 

Sunday, July 25: Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
Reading:  Ephesians 3:14-21 
Sermon: “A Prayer for You” 
 

Sunday, August 1: Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Communion Sunday 
Readings:  Exodus 16: 2-4, 9-15,  Ephesians 4:1-7, John 6: 24-35 
Sermon: “One Church, One Mighty Church”  (Suggested: The 
church’s One Foundation”) 
 

Sunday, August 8: Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Readings:  I Kings 19:4-8, Ephesians 4:25-5:2, John 6:35, 41-51 
Sermon: “When the Holy Spirit Says “Good Grief!”  
 

Sunday, August 15: Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
Reading: John 6:51-58   
Sermon: “Who’s Your Jesus Now?” 
 

Sunday, August 22: Thirteenth  Sunday after Pentecost 
Readings:  Ephesians 6:10-20, John 6: 56-69 
Sermon: “Being Powerful” 



 

  

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Church Happenings 
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Sunday Worship  remains available via Facebook Live on the Church’s Facebook Page (https://
www.facebook.com/Emmanuel-Friedens-Church-122934277889274/)  and by Zoom, with a 
Zoom link and passcode being sent to the congregation each week (via the Sunday bulletin). 
 

And for video recordings of all worship services, a link is available on the church’s website, 
www.emmanuelfriedens.org—Home page.   

Sunday Worship (Continued) 
 
Sunday, August 29:  Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Readings: Deuteronomy 4:1-9, James 1:17-27, Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23  
Sermon: “The Book of Disciples” 
 

Sermons 
 

Dr. Kennedy’s sermons from the past Sunday are sent out via mail and   
e-mail during the week, as well as being posted on the church’s website 
under “Worship”.  

Community Closet Clothing Sale: The 2-day clothing 
sale was held the weekend of June 19-20. And it was a success!!  
Many thanks to Nancy Spencer and to all the volunteers from the 
church and friends of Nancy. Thank you to those individuals who 
purchased clothing vouchers; and thank you to the anonymous 
donation of $80 toward the vouchers. Proceeds from the sale: 
$550 plus $170 from vouchers- $720.  

August 2 – August 13, 2021  
Monday- Friday 

9:00-1:00 

As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 
welcomes and 

affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, martial 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

STAY CONNECTED 
 
 
 
 
 

www.facebook.com/ 
emmanuelfriedenschurch 
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218 Nott Terrace 
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A Vision for Our Journey 
 

Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching, 
Committed to  
    Growing hearts and minds; 
     Learning openness, courage and love; 
      Serving with our neighbors; 
       Pursuing God’s justice and peace; 

 ~The next Envoy  
will be issued in  September ~ 
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