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From the Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rodney Kennedy
As soon as you read the next sentence you will probably think that the pastor has “rocks in his
head.” In any event, I want you to bring a rock, a really large rock or stone, to church this Sunday,
September 11. Bring a rock. That’s your assignment.
Let me explain. Someone who recently left the church of her childhood in Atlanta says: “There's so
much about it that we really loved and respected and revered even, but then there were the things
that didn't quite line up with what church purported to be: how people communicated with each
other, how people treated other people and real actual harm that would go on."
No doubt the church is a flawed institution. There’s so much that never lines up with what church
claims to be: how church members communicate with each other, how they treat one another, and,
at time, how they harm one another. Stanley Hauerwas has famously said, “Stay with the church
that harmed you.” This is easier said than done. The harm often goes deep. Relationships are
severed in ways that make putting them back together becomes seemingly impossible.
I’m not convinced that we cut the church enough slack. We know that it’s flawed because we are its
members. It is an organization of forgiven sinners. Yet some people have trouble accepting the
imperfections of the church. What if we think about the church the way we think about our favorite
baseball team? If you are a Yankees fan, you don’t stop pulling for and supporting the Yankees even
though they haven’t won a World Series since 2009. If you are a Mets fan, you don’t stop pulling for
the Mets. In fact, this year, the Mets have a real shot at the World Series and Mets fans are fired up.
Why then do we give up so easily on the church? What causes us to walk away and stay away?
As a leader in the church, my heart and soul are committed to helping the church be as much as
possible. One of the lectionary readings for August 21 has stuck with me for the last three weeks.
The reading is from the Hebrew Scripture, Isaiah 58. The prophet has a vision of a renewed people
of God. “The Lord will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places, and make
your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters
never fail. 12Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many
generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in.”
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Outside on the lawn.
We look forward to seeing everyone!

I feel that the Lord called my name and given me this assignment: “You shall be called the repairer
of the breach.” I want you to join me in the campaign to repair the breach.
I am speaking metaphorically, of course. A breach is a gap in a wall, barrier, or defense, especially
one made by an attacking army. Some of the words that carry much the same meaning are rupture,
rift, hole, and crack.
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There’s been a breach in the life of Emmanuel Friedens. There’s a hole in the wall. The breach needs
repairing – one brick, one stone, one rock at a time. I invite you to help us repair the breach. Here’s
what I would like for you to do. I would like for you to bring a stone to church on Sunday, September
11. We will put all the stones in front of the Lord’s Table as a symbol of repairing the breach in our
fellowship. The stone you bring will represent your visual reminder that you are committed to being
a “repairer of the breach.”
Blessings, Rod
__________________________________________________________________

Sunday Worship
(Live in –person, Zoom link or online)
Rev. Dr. Rodney Kennedy will lead worship and preach.
September 4: Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost, (Communion Sunday)
Readings: Jeremiah 18:1-11, Psalm 1, Deuteronomy 30:15-20, Luke 14:25-33
Sermon: “If Jesus Means What He Says, We are in a Lot of Trouble”
September 11: Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Readings: I Samuel 7:12 - 17, Isaiah 58: 1 - 12
Sermon: “Repairing the Breach”
September 18: Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Readings: Amos 8:4-7, Psalm 113, 1 Timothy 2:1-7, Luke 16: 1-13
Sermon: “Getting the Preacher Run Out of Town”
September 26: Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Lighting the Candle of Welcome, Openness and Affirmation
Readings: Amos 6:1a, 4-7, Psalm 146, 1 Timothy 6:6-19, Luke 16:19-31
Sermon: “Godly Contentment or Greedy Discontentment?”
October 2:
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost (World Communion Sunday)
Readings: Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4, 2 Timothy 1:1-14, Luke 17: 5-10

Sermons
Dr. Kennedy’s sermon from the past Sunday is sent out via mail and e-mail during the
week, as well as being posted on the church’s website under “Worship”.
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What would you do for your church?

It has been said that people would do some “sketchy” stuff for a Klondike bar or would do anything
for love or to have one last chance…We are often hard pressed to make choices about what we
want, how badly we want it and sometimes what we would do for it.
“Is it a time for you yourselves, to dwell in your paneled houses while this house lies in ruins?”
Haggai 1:4
I have been asking myself for years, what would I do for my church? When I saw that there was a
need to teach, I taught, a need to sit on a committee, I sat and continue to do so. Volunteer at the
brunch? Check…Set up and clean up after events? Check. Read scripture, when one of my worst
fears is public speaking…check, check! I have done these things and many others, because I watched
members of my church family give of themselves in ways that cannot be measured, to make sure
that this house does not go to ruin. But 3 years ago, we were presented with an unimaginable
circumstance that forced us to make choices I don’t think anyone believed we would still be
navigating, including, how to make our way home.
“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and
to prayer... All the believers were together and had everything in common, they sold property and
possessions to give to anyone who had a need. Every day they continued to meet together in the
temple, they broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God
and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily, those who were
being saved.” Acts 2:42-47
I miss the fellowship, I miss seeing the faces of the ones I have come to love and who for nearly 20
years, have made me feel loved. I miss the Agape meals, passing the peace, staying after service to
catch up after not having seen a cherished one for a week, and I miss the certainty that I was going
to see you again. And while I am ever grateful for the opportunity our remote services have provided for those who could not come in person, I wish more than anything that people would come
home, it’s been too long. I have read that instead of saying I miss you, it is said, “you are missing
from me…” you are missing from me, it’s sadly true. And it’s become a habit that we will not recover
from easily if we forget that we need each other, that the church needs us, and we need the church.
So, this is what else I decided I would do for my church; ask each of you to consider what you would
do for our church, and to please come home, you are missing from me.
“… The whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which is equipped, when each part
is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love. “ Ephesians 4:16
“And let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not forsaking our own
assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you
see the day drawing near.” Hebrews 10:24-25
In love and peace,
Jocelyn
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School of Wonder and Mystery

The Summer Meals Program
From Schenectady Community Ministries (SiCM) Thank you to our Summer Meals Volunteers! In
the blazing heat and the roughest of rains, you were outside with our Summer Meals interns and
staff. Your dedication provided breakfast and lunches to hundreds of children and youth throughout
Schenectady and Scotia this summer. Thank you!
A thank you to the 12 volunteers representing our church willing to participate in the summer meals
program for SiCM during the week of July 25-29. Not all were able to participate at the downtown
library where we were assigned by SICM because of the low turnout of children at that site. Joani
Jameson went to the Quackenbush Pool site for the entire week. Evelyn Kauffman went to the
MacGathans Townhouses site on the 26th and 27, the Radez Family (Jody, Cheryl, and Trevor) went
to the Southgate Apartments site on the 28th, Jeanne and Ray Andersons we’re at the downtown
library site on the first day, the 25th. Faye Bailey and Sandra George remained at the downtown
library site only for brief periods of time during that week due to the lack of kids. Camila Grande, the
SiCM coordinator of the program, appreciated the willingness of all the volunteers including Mary
Lou Chotkowski and Arnie and Mary Ellen Schultz. Thank you, everyone. - Sandra George and Faye
Bailey.

Daily Activities

The School of Wonder and Mystery returned after a 2-year hiatus.
The program was held from August 15-August 26. The theme this
year was “‘Tis the Season” combining the spiritual themes of
advent and Christmas with the science theme of the winter.
Campers were engaged in activities through worship, arts, science,
and English Language Arts (ELA). On the last day of the program,
the campers and staff entertained us with an enthusiastic carol
sing (enjoyed by all in the building) followed by a pizza party at the
end of the morning. We would like to thank the staff (Claire,
Allyson and Jasmine), especially Charlie Reyes (director), and the
volunteers, Faye Bailey and Jocelyn McKinney for a job well done.
We would also like to thank SiCM for providing the snacks and
lunches for the campers.

(Continued on next page)
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Community News
Schenectady Community Ministries Upcoming Events (website: sicm.us)




3rd Annual Free Fall Farmer’s Festival at the SiCM Campus, 837-839 Albany Street in Schdy on
Sunday, September 18th from 12-2 pm. SiCM is delighted to serve the community free local fresh
produce grown by local farmers. Their goal is to connect the community to the farmers who
produce delicious fruits and vegetables around the area. Rain or shine, masks are not mandatory,
and this event will be outside. Fresh produce, crafts, ice cream, etc– a family fun day. Volunteers
are needed so contact SiCM if you have anytime to help.
Fundraiser: Mocktails at the Vale Urban Farm: Join SiCM for an afternoon of excitement,
delicious mocktails, and good company at the beautiful and diverse Vale Urban Farm
(Brandywine Ave. entrance). Enjoy the outdoors in a gorgeous setting knowing your donation
impacts the lives of many who are served by SiCM's three urban farms, pantry operations, and
summer meals program. Explore the farm, watch a mocktail demonstration, and hear the history
and cultural significance of local herbs used in the very mocktails you will be indulging in.

This event is a fundraiser, and your donation matters. $100 covers the cost of hand pruners for Schenectady Urban Farms for 1 year. $300 will provide a year of maintenance for the hearty rabbits bred
at the farm. $1,000 will alleviate the annual cost of beekeeping. Your donation will positively
impact access to quality, locally grown, community-based foods for the people of Schenectady!

As a Welcoming and
Affirming/
Open and Affirming
Church, Emmanuel
Baptist Church and
Friedens United
Church of Christ
welcomes and
affirms
all persons without
regard to sex, marital
status, age , race,
sexual orientation, or
abilities, inviting all
into membership,
mission, and
leadership.

STAY CONNECTED

www.facebook.com/
emmanuelfriedenschurch

EFC Community Brunch: Saturday, July 30
The Rev. helps clean –up church grounds
after the brunch.

A Vision for Our Journey
Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching,
Committed to
Growing hearts and minds;
Learning openness, courage and love;
Serving with our neighbors;
Pursuing God’s justice and peace;

