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What’s Happening at Emmanuel Friedens?  
 

Our church has decided to invest in the future by putting together a vital      
congregation that grows spiritually, emotionally, and physically. With our backs 
to the past, and our faces to the future, we are looking for new energy, new 
passion, new commitment, and more people in the pews.  
 

There is no reason to apologize for this decision because it is crucial to our 
church staying alive and being viable. Our best opportunity for growth lies with 
those who are already members of EFC. You are our most valued assets to use 
an economic metaphor. We need you to help us reconstitute the EFC that you 
remember from a few decades ago.  
 

Every Sunday morning at 10 o’clock, we gather as one people to worship God 
almighty – Father, Mother, Son, and Holy Spirit. We gather to sing, pray for one 
another and others, to confess our sins and to preach the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Here in this sacred place we offer you a refuge, a place of safety from 
guilt, judgment, loss, grief, trouble, and anxiety. We offer you the peace of 
Christ.  
 

I am highly energized by the idea of walking into the sanctuary on a Sunday 
morning, and saying, “The peace of Christ be with you” and hearing 100 people 
respond “And also with you.” Together we can do this.  
 

All we need is for some of you, to get up on a Sunday morning, and say, “Today 
I am going back to church.” On November 6, Daylight Savings Time ends. One 
of the mnemonic aids for remembering to make the change has been, “Spring 
forward and Fall back.” I am inviting you to say on any Sunday morning, “Today 
I am going back to church.” Today I am falling back into one of my old habits – 
attending church every Sunday.  

 
(continued on page 2) 
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This is an invitation. That means you don’t have to accept it. Some of you are not able to attend 
church and I hope you will join us on Facebook or Zoom. Others of you will need to think about it, 
and that is all I’m asking. Make the possibility that you will come to church on Sunday one of your 
options. Instead of not even putting church on your list, this Sunday put Emmanuel Friedens on 
your list of options.  
 

Until the Sunday I see you face to face, “The peace of Christ be with you.” Please hurry up to get 
here and say to me, “And also with you.”   
 
Sincerely, Rod 
 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

We were saddened to hear of the death of  Althea Nelson who passed away Friday, September 23 
while residing at the Loudonville Assisted Living Residence.  Althea would have been 102 yrs old on 
January 1, 2023.  According to  Marilyn Bisgrove (Althea’s daughter), “Althea had had her supper 
and was sitting in the big comfy chair in the Great Room and she just went to sleep.  It happened 
just the way she wanted.”   
 

Althea, a longtime member of the church (since the 1940’s), was for so many years, our church’s 
secretary. She considered this position the highlight of her life to have Rev. James Miller, former 
pastor, as her first boss. Following her retirement in the late 1980’s, Althea remained busy with the 
church and in her own life. We will always remember her generosity, and we will always be grateful 
for her ministry and friendship.  
 

The Celebration of Life service was held on Friday, September 30 at our church (the visitation hour 
preceded the service). Burial took place on the following day at Orwell Evergreen Cemetery in      
Orwell, Oswego, County, NY.  Expressions of sympathy may be sent to the family: Marilyn and Bart 
Bisgrove, 2341 Barcelona Road, Niskayuna 12309. 
 

Memorial contributions may be made to Emmanuel Friedens Church or to Planned Parenthood of 
Schenectady, 1040 State Street in Schenectady  12307. 

In Memoriam 
 

Althea Reeder Nelson 
January 1,  1921-September 23, 2022 
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Sunday Worship  
(Live in –person, Zoom link or online) 
 

Rev. Dr. Rodney Kennedy  will lead worship and preach. 
 

October 9:  Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost  
Reading: Luke 17:11-19 
Sermon: “One Man Praise Band” 
 

October 16:  Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost  
Readings:  Jeremiah 31:27-34, Psalm 119:97-104, 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5, Luke 18:1-8 
Sermon: “One Women Band of Holy Nagging” 
 

October 23:  Twentieth  Sunday after Pentecost 

Lighting the Candle of Welcome, Openness and Affirmation   
Readings: Joel 2:23-32,  Psalm 65,  2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18, Luke 18: 9-14 
Sermon: “One Man Praying Well” 
 

October 30:   Twenty-first  Sunday after Pentecost 
Readings:  Psalm 119:137-144, 2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12, Luke 19:1-10 
Sermon: “One Man Offering Reparation” 
 

November 6:  All Saints Sunday/Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost 
Communion Sunday 
Readings: Ephesians 1:11-23, Luke 6:20-31 

 

Sermons 
 

Dr. Kennedy’s sermon from the past Sunday is sent out via mail and  e-mail during the 
week, as well as being posted on the church’s website under “Worship”.  

Worship service held on September 11 
Blessing each person’s  part in rebuilding the church 

Church Happenings 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Please plan to attend-lots of items on the agenda. Questions and concerns; Jocelyn McKinney, (518-
878-1861, georgia2697@aol.com). We do need your input, whether it be in-person or via Zoom  
connect. 
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Held on  
Sunday, September 11 

Call to Meeting 
 

Fall Quarterly Business Meeting 
Sunday, October 16 

@ 11:15 am (following worship) 
 In-person and Zoom connection 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Special Offering for October 

 
 

Each October, we share in supporting 
the American Baptist World Mission 
Offering. For American Baptists, this 
is an opportunity to support the work 
of International Ministries, both of  
A“Global Servants”, individuals sent 
to work around the globe, and the 
local Partners that they provide      

resources and support for.  The theme for this year’s offering is “God is doing something 
new”  (Isaiah 43:19).  
 

To find out more about the work of International Ministries and the impact of your donations, go to 
internationalministries.org and www.internationalministries.org/annual-report-video-library/ 
 

An envelope is  included in the printed copy of the Envoy.  Please make your check payable to       
Emmanuel Friedens Church making a notation in the memo line, “for World Mission.”  Additional 
envelopes are available at the church for those that receive the newsletter via e-mail.   
Thank you  for  your  generosity.  
______________________________________________________ 
 
 

A Global Servants Katherine & Wayne Niles 
KATHERINE and WAYNE serve in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Wayne works with IMA 
World Health assisting in the management of health, development, and relief projects. The health 
projects strive to provide integrated, holistic and sustainable interventions that increase access to 
quality health care, with an emphasis on vulnerable people. Katherine is medical coordinator for the 
network of rural Baptist Hospitals staffed entirely by Christian Congolese professionals. They appreci-
ate her efforts to assist them in obtaining quality medicines and needed medical equipment such as 
ultrasound machines. Katherine manages the distribution of much appreciated White Cross supplies 
to the member hospitals. Together with Wayne they organize the installation of solar power and 
computerized management systems.  
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Sunday, October 30 : Emmanuel Friedens will hold its 3rd    
annual Trunk or Treat from 11:15 am-12:30 pm located in the 
church’s parking lot. If you’re interested in volunteering, 
please contact Jim Fitzgerald (jFitzG2038@gmail.com or (617) 
637-8832). We will need people to decorate their car trunks 
and to hand out candy. 

 Committee News 
 
From the Brunch Committee: Sadly, the Summer weather is over, and we have had to move the    
operation inside! We did have 5 beautiful brunches outside with the smells of the grill permeating 
the neighborhood.  The summer BBQs  were well attended and very much enjoyed by the attendees.    
 

October’s Community Brunch will be held on Saturday, October 29, two days before Halloween. 
Nancy has two requests: 1. donations of bagged candy (individually wrapped) - please leave them 
in the office,  and  2.  volunteers are needed, not to work in the kitchen,  but to sit with our guests 
and enjoy the brunch with them.  
 

The Christmas Sale: As we did last year, we are having a Christmas sale.  This will take place after 
church on November 20. We will serve coffee, hot chocolate, tea and  assorted Christmas goodies to 
all who attend. This will be a nice gathering for our church community and  our shopping friends in 
Schenectady. Christmas donations may be brought to the church starting October 17– please leave 
them neatly on the stage 
 

Let Nancy or the office  know if you can help serve at the event. We will also need some good bakers 
to bring your best.  Please join us to bake, serve, shop, or just meet some new people at this holiday 
time.    
 
 
 

 
From the Trustees:   
 
 
 
 

 
 
Denominational News 
 

 Fall Hudson-Mohawk Association Meeting on Zoom 
October 29: 9am - 11am 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82625862373?pwd=WDlMZ3o2bHlPcUVWa0RtODNNVzA2Zz09 
Meeting ID: 826 2586 2373   Passcode: 963925  
 
 American Baptist Youth Convention 2022: Flourish together (John 15:5) 
November 4-6, 2022, grades 7-12 and young adults (18-22 yrs. old) 
Ramada by Wyndham Syracuse/Liverpool, NY 
For more information : www.abc-nys.org/american-baptist-youth 
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Calling for volunteers!                           
Sunday, October 23 following worship/adult class 

mailto:jFitzG2038@gmail.com%20or%20315
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82625862373?pwd=WDlMZ3o2bHlPcUVWa0RtODNNVzA2Zz09


  Community News 

Free  COVID-19 Vaccines: Walk-ins Welcome 

There are free vaccine sites/POD’s setup in Schenectady County with no appointment needed. 

For more information, call 518-388- 4355 or go to: https://www.schenectadycounty. com/COVID19/
vaccine. If you can’t get out to get a vaccine booster due to a mobility issue, childcare concern, etc 
call 518-386-2824 x270. 

There are free COVID-1 9 test sites for Schenectady County residents, and free at-home test kits at 
the sites and at other locations. To learn more, visit: www.bit.ly/scnycovid. 

Thanksgiving Food Baskets 
 
Will your family need food for Thanksgiving Dinner? Maybe you know of someone/a  family that will 
need food for Thanksgiving.  Concerned for the Hungry is once again offering food baskets for those 
eligible residents of Schenectady County. 
 

You must sign up on the dates listed below– sign-ups end  October 23. You must bring a  qualifying 
ID with you to sign-up. You must bring proof of your current address. Social Security and Medicare 
cards are not qualifying ID.   
 

Sign-up Location: St. John the Evangelist School Hall, entrance on Eastern Avenue near the corner of 
Nott Terrace and Eastern 
Sign-up dates and times: Friday, October 21, 5 –8 pm; Saturday, Oct. 22, 10 am-4 pm; Sunday, Oct. 
23, 1 -4 pm 
 
Any questions and for a list of qualifying  IDs, please call 518 372-9881 or check their website: 
www.concernedforthehungry.org. 

____________________________________________________________________ 
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An Early Reminder:    
Daylight Savings Time Ends 

 
Don’t be an early bird for worship 

on  November 6.  
Remember to turn your clocks 

back one hour before going to bed 
on Saturday evening (11/5). 

As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 
welcomes and 

affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, marital 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

STAY CONNECTED 
 
 
 
 
 

www.facebook.com/ 
emmanuelfriedenschurch 

 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, New York  12307 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, NY  12307 
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A Vision for Our Journey 
 

Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching, 
Committed to  
    Growing hearts and minds; 
     Learning openness, courage and love; 
      Serving with our neighbors; 
       Pursuing God’s justice and peace; 

https://www.schenectadycounty.com/COVID19/vaccine
https://www.schenectadycounty.com/COVID19/vaccine
http://www.bit.ly/scnycovid.

