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From the Pastor’s Desk 
 
 

Dear Emmanuel Friedens Friends, 
 

Your church has leapt into the new school year with great energy. We have 
much happening this month, and on into the fall, and you will find details of 
plans and ways you can plug in, throughout this month’s Envoy.  
 

On a recent Sunday, we celebrated the beginning of the faith life of a small 
child. It was an amazing event, a joyous affirmation. I have been reflecting 
since that event on why and how being part of a faith community is such a 
profoundly important step—for adults as well as infants, and everyone in be-
tween. The baptism that Sunday has helped in the reflection!  
 

The promises we made together that day are not lightly made. We have all 
received many reminders recently that the world is a challenging place. Our 
covenanting together took place on a day that will be remembered in world 
history as having storms and earthquakes before it and a terrible act of vio-
lence in another part of our land not long after it. And yet the joy persists, the 
covenant insists, come what may. 
 

In a world filled with injustice and suffering, we need to respond with compas-
sionate words and courageous action. We also need to turn to our community 
of faith to find personal sanctuary, and spiritual respite. We don’t apologize 
for insisting on joy amid tragedy and senseless acts of war. We are not afraid 
to take a few moments out for prayer, to find solace and strength. We are not 
afraid to take the time to teach our children well: transmit the joy and pa-
tience and conviction they will need for lifetimes of conscience and centered 
commitment.  
 

In short, we will insist on having our picnics and bonfires. We will sing our 
songs, pray for the sick, reflect on scripture and center our lives in grace and 
love, come  hell and high water. And then, fueled in spirit, we will also feed 
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the hungry, speak up against racism, protest structural AND gun violence, work for equity in public 
education, send some help to friends in quake-damaged and flood-ravaged places.  Each in our own 
way.  
 

That’s what October 2017 is about at Emmanuel Friedens Church. And I am glad we will be experi-
encing it together.  
 
In Christ’s Peace 

Peter 

Peter JB Carman, Pastor 

 

A Gift of Light 
  

We are very grateful to Norma Hudson for the recent gift of new lighting on our 
church’s exterior! Norma made a very generous gift in memory of her husband, Jim 
Hudson, to enable the church to improve our visibility greatly through exterior lighting, 
as well as to make the grounds safer at night. The first phase of the project has been 
completed, with the latest high-efficiency (and therefore “green”) lighting of the park-
ing lot, kitchen door and front of the church. Still to be completed is lighting for the 
stained glass windows and church sign, increasing the building’s attractiveness and 
Emmanuel Friedens’ profile in Schenectady’s downtown.  
  

A very dedicated member of this church, Norma’s husband Jim was very involved in 
the care of the church building for many years. While looking after the whole building, 
he designed and made major changes to the control of the hot water heating system. 
He split the hot water piping into zones so each zone could be controlled by a zone 
thermostat. There are about twenty zones. All the control wiring was designed and 
made by Jim. He worked about twenty years on the project after retiring from General 
Electric.  
  

Thanks, Norma, for making this new lighting possible! What a great way to honor Jim 
and continue the spirit of his work for the congregation he loved. And what a fine gift.  
We look forward to having an evening church gathering once the work is completed, 
to celebrate this gift of light.  
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Emmanuel Friedens’ Concert Series Begins 
 

Leslie Lee and Steve Gretz performing in concert at our church on  Sunday, October 
8 at 7:30 pm. The concert is free and open to the public. Leslie & Steve have been 
performing together for over a decade in coffeehouses, festivals, and churches 
throughout the Northeast, Southeast and Midwest. Their music draws on folk, blue-
grass, country and gospel roots combining beautiful harmonies and lyrics for music 
that “lift spirits and soothe souls.”  
 

They have recorded five albums together and currently host a monthly Old Time Music Night in Rochester, 
NY, as well as Lake Effect Shows, a house concert series presented in their home. For more information on 
the duet, check out their website, www.leslieandsteve.com 
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Church Happenings 

Shaping the Sermon Bible Study resumes Wednesday, October 11 at 7 pm. Bible 

study will meet on a ongoing basis once a week on Wednesdays for an hour.  You will 
learn about the coming week’s scripture passages in conversation with the pastor. Learn 
about the background of each reading; bring your own thoughts and interpretations on 
how its stories speak to the world we share, and in our personal lives. Help shape       
Sunday’s sermon.   

The Weeks Ahead in Worship 
 

Sunday, October 8:   Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Reading: Psalm 19; Sermon: We Don’t Own It. Peter JB Carman is preaching.  
 

Sunday, October 15: Nineteenth  Sunday after Pentecost 
Readings: Exodus 32:1-14 and Philippians 4:1-9; Sermon: The Persistent Path of Peace.  Peter JB Carman 
is preaching.  
 

Sunday, October 22:  Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
Readings: Exodus 33:12-23 and Matthew 22:15-22; Sermon: God and the Emperor. Peter JB Carman is 
preaching 
 

Sunday, October 29:  Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 
Readings: Deuteronomy 34:1-12, Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17, 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8; Sermon: Dwelling in God.  
Peter JB Carman is preaching 
 

Sunday, November 5: All Saints Sunday-We Celebrate at Christ’s Table (Communion Sunday) - Stay 
tuned for details.   

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Adult Sunday Classes—Topics 
 

 October 8:   All Church Birthday Party- no classes 
 

 October 15:  Faith and Giving – Stewardship.  Faye Bailey and Faye Saville will lead the class.   
 

 October 22:  Quarterly  Business Meeting—no classes 
 

 October 29:  “Religion and Science: enemies or allies”  Panel discussion 
 

 November 5:  Continuing the theme from last week’s class, “Why Choose Church in a Secular World” 
  

 November 12:  Multi-week series discussing the book, “Being Mortal – Medicine and What Matters at the 
End” written by surgeon Atul Gawande.  In his writing, Dr. Gawande examines his experiences as a sur-
geon, as he confronts the realities of ageing and dying in his patients and in his family, as well as the lim-
its of what he and medicine can do.       

   (Continued on Page 5) 
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Christian Education & Activities 

Call To Meeting 
Quarterly Business Meeting  

  

Sunday, October 22 
following worship 

 

We encourage you to attend this most im-

portant meeting as we begin the process of 

planning the 2018 budget, and discuss and vote 

upon the recommendations of the Restructur-

ing Committee for a simplified, church organi-

zational structure.  

_________________ 

 

Advent Planning Meeting 
Tuesday, October 24 @ 7 pm 

 

Please join us as we begin planning for this 
year’s Advent and  Christmas programs.  

The meeting is open to all  

Church Happenings (Continued) Emmanuel Friedens’ Concert Series  
Continues 

 

Mezzo–soprano Barbara Hollinshead, 
accompanied on piano and organ by 
EFC’s Minister of Music, Michael Har-
rison, will present a recital entitled 
“We Sing to Him” on Sunday,          
November 12 at 3 pm. The program 
will include sacred songs from the 

17th to the 20th centuries by English, French, Ger-
man, and American composers.  
 

Ms. Hollinshead, a professor of voice at American Uni-
versity, is a frequent soloist in the Washington, DC  
area and also preforms regularly in Manhattan with 
the early music ensemble ARTEK.   
 

The recital is free and open to the public.  
 

Coming In December  
~ CONVERSATIONS  WITH  YOUR  PASTOR ~ 

 

Peter will be offering one on one, half-hour conversa-
tions during Advent.  A time to sit down informally, 
with him, to discuss spiritual questions, your life's 
journey or just to get better acquainted.  Your choice.  
Time slots will be available both in the afternoon and 
evening.  Sign-up sheets will be in the chapel hallway 
starting mid-November. Please take advantage of this 
opportunity to slow down and refocus as we enter the 
Advent Season.  

http://www.leslieandsteve.com
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 There will be a walking trip to visit the First United Methodist Church for Sunday 

worship. The youth will be attending with Ashley Gee Kennedy and Kevin DiPalma 
on Sunday morning, October 22.  Permission forms for off-site activities will be 
available in Rm. 115 on Sundays.  Parents, please complete and sign! 

 
 Halloween party on Sunday, October 29.  More information to follow.  
 

  Reminder! 
 

Parents, please take the time to complete EFC’s Medical Authorization form for your 
child(ren). Forms are available in each classroom (Rms. 109, 115 and 117).  

This form  has been used by Christian Education in the past  
and is part of the church’s  Safe Church Policy.  

Fall, Family Fun Day  
@ Ellms Family Farm in Ballston Spa 

(448 Charlton Road) 
When: Next Sunday, October 15 

Time: To be Determined-check with Christian Ed 
Admission and cider donuts are free. 

  
Christian Education and Activities Committee is sponsoring this event and will cover 
the cost of admission and cider donuts. All other food items may be purchased at the 
farm by families. No outside food is allowed. 
 

The RSVP date has passed but if you want to go, please contact Christian Education 
(Sheila Freres or Charlie Reyes) or call/e-mail the church office. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Discipleship: Come Follow Me 
American Baptists Receive World Mission Offering 
 

The American Baptist Churches USA receive the World Mission Offering to support the work of 
international ministries each October. Some of the worldwide emphases of ABC International 

Ministries include: serving those recovering from global slavery; peaceful resolutions in areas of conflict; and 
reducing poverty through economic development.  
 

Within various regions throughout the world, American Baptists work in close cooperation with, and at the invi-
tation of, local partner bodies. The prayers of two international missionaries with longtime experience in Latin 
America are worth sharing. Ruth Mooney, in Costa Rica, offers this prayer arising from her work. “I pray that 
we can break through the barriers of poverty, isolation and discrimination to provide theological education for 
women and men called into the ministry.”  Ray Schellinger, who visited us not long ago, has worked for many 
years in Mexico with women and their children fleeing violence. He has begun working with issues of immigra-
tion justice more widely. Ray offers this simple prayer: “Give us a heart for the sojourner. Teach us how to wel-
come the most vulnerable in our world, those made homeless by poverty and war.”   
 

Envelopes are provided in your October Envoy and will also be available at the church to use for your contribu-

tions.  The World Mission Offering will be received throughout the month of October! 

 
 
Puerto Rico Disaster Relief from American Baptists and the United Church of Christ 
 

Both American Baptist Churches and the United Church of Christ have close partnerships in Puerto Rico and 
are mobilizing to respond in the aftermath of Hurricane Maria.  
 

From the American Baptist Home Mission Society’s webpage:  
 

American Baptist Home Mission Societies’ (ABHMS) Disaster Response Ministries has been working around the 
clock to provide relief. These are the first steps of ABHMS’ response; more will follow: 
 

 Disaster Response Ministries connected with Church World Service (CWS) to request disaster relief supplies. 
Early in the week of October 2, CWS will ship to Puerto Rico a 2,000 cubic-foot container filled with 15,000 per-
sonal hygiene kits, 500 tarps of varying sizes with tie-down cords, and solar lanterns…. 
 

Disaster Response Ministries connected with North Carolina Baptist Disaster Relief (NCBDR) to arrange for deliv-
ery of a water purification system that will produce up to 3,200 gallons of water a day for distribution to the 
community-at-large…. 
 

From the UCC national website on September 29: The United Church of Christ is sending the first of many 
grants to church partners in Puerto Rico on Friday, to get drinking water, first aid, and fuel to as many people as 
possible on the hurricane-ravaged island where life-saving supplies seem to be limited. 
  

    (Continued on page 7) 
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Mission News 
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Emmanuel Friedens’ Community Brunch Donation 
Request from the Brunch Committee: They are asking for donations of candy (packaged) for       
Halloween treats to be given out at the next Community Brunch (October 28).  Please bring your 
donations to the church office. Thank you.  
    

Denomination News:  
 

 Call to Meeting: Hudson-Mohawk Association of the UCC will hold its Fall Meeting on Saturday,         
October 21, from 9:30 am-Lunch @ Presbyterian New England Congregational Church , Saratoga, NY.  

 
 

Community News (Check the church’s bulletin board for additional activities in the community.) 
 

 Schenectady World Food Day Wellness Fair will be held on Wednesday, October 18 from 11 am to 1 
pm at Proctors Theater. This will be a fun-filled day of tips for healthy eating, healthy snacks and im-
portant information for older adults and their caregivers.  For more information, and/or to reserve a 
table, call Dan Garrow at 382-8481, ext. 9-302 (Senior and Long Term Care Services). 

 

 Capital Region Ecumenical Organization’s (CREO) special service/event commemorating the beginning 
of the Protestant Reformation - “500 Years of Catholics and Protestants- Where Are We Now? on       
October 22 at 3 pm at First Lutheran Church on Western Avenue in Albany. Admission is free.  

 

 Interfaith Community of Schenectady, Inc. will hold its 4th annual Interfaith Friendship Celebration on  
Thursday, October 26  beginning at 6:30 pm at the First Reformed Church of Scotia. The evening will 
include a silent auction, an international dinner, entertainment and great conversation. The cost is       
$30/person, and reservations are required. The reservation deadline is October 14. If interested in       
attending, please complete the reservation form (located on the church’s bulletin board) and mail-in. 
Any questions, call or text 518 229-5105.   

 

   

 Save the Date: Schenectady Inner City Ministry (SICM) presents Harvest for the Pantry, a dinner to 
raise funds for the SICM Emergency Food Pantry, which will be held on Sunday, November 5  from 4-7 
pm at the First Reformed Church of Scotia. “Support the food pantry and eat deliciously!" The cost is 
$30/person. Tickets are available at the SICM office or check with our church ‘s representatives to 
SICM, Pat McAllister and Dale Hedman.  

  

The denomination dispatched a $10,000 solidarity grant on Sept. 29 to the Iglesia Cristiana (Discípulos de 
Cristo) en Puerto Rico (Christian Church-Disciples of Christ in Puerto Rico, or ICDCPR) to equip pastors and 
lay leaders assessing the needs in dozens of local communities.   
 

We encourage direct giving for disaster relief through either denomination or through Church World Ser-

vice, the ecumenical agency they both partner with. For those preferring to give through your local 

church, please make your check payable to Emmanuel Friedens Church and note on your check memo 

line either “Hurricane Maria ABC” or “Hurricane Maria UCC” to indicate through which denominational 

body you would like your gift to go. If you are giving a cash donation, please indicate the same on your 

envelope. 

As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 
welcomes and 

affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, martial 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

STAY CONNECTED 
 
 
 
 
 

www.facebook.com/ 
emmanuelfriedenschurch 
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218 Nott Terrace 
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A Vision for Our Journey 
 

Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching, 

Committed to  

    Growing hearts and minds; 

     Learning openness, courage and love; 

      Serving with our neighbors; 

       Pursuing God’s justice and peace; 

        Inviting others to share the journey! 

Month of November 

(Stewardship Program Begins) 
 
 

Saturday, November 4 
Catherine (“Cay”) Raycroft’s  
Memorial Service @ 1 pm 

 

Sunday, November 5 
Daylight Savings Time Ends 

SICM’s Harvest for the Pantry  
@ First Reformed in Scotia 

 

Sunday, November 12 
Stockade-athon Foot Race 
Expect traffic disruptions 

in the AM 
Barbara Hollinshead recital at 3 pm 

 

Sunday, November 19 
Thanksgiving Sunday 

 

Saturday, November 25 
EFC’s Community Brunch 

 

_______________________ 
The November issue of the Envoy 
will be available on November 5. The 
deadline to submit articles, com-
mittee news, announcements, etc. is 
October 25. Thank you. 

An Early Reminder:  
Daylight Savings Time Ends 

 
Don’t be an early bird for worship on 

 November 5.  Remember to turn 
your clocks back one hour before  
going to bed on Saturday evening 

(11/4). 


