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From the Pastor’s Desk 
 
 

Dear Emmanuel Friedens Friends, 
 

How is my church making a difference in the world? 
 

When we get tired and cynical, it is easy to think that nothing makes a difference.  
That’s a mistake. If there is one thing I feel sure of, as we slide into October, 
2016, it is that Emmanuel Friedens Church is actually making many positive 
differences in the world. And on many levels.  
 

Your church offers a place of worship, nurture and ministry that accepts and 
affirms all without regard to sexual orientation or gender—and allows each one 
to find his/her voice and calling in terms of action. Does that make a difference? 
Surely yes. For about two decades, it has meant that individuals  have found a 
home in this congregation: have been free to explore their callings, lead worship, 
teach Sunday school. Families with two dads or two moms, as well as families 
with single parents, have raised their children with spiritual support. Over that 
time, partially because of our witness, other churches have come to be sup-
portive as well. There’s no way to measure the impact of a faithful witness!   
Does it make a difference? For sure. 
 

Another dimension: Emmanuel Friedens Church (through your collective efforts) 
offers significant resources and a spiritual home for children and youth.  In this 
regard we are not unique—it is the calling of every church to do this.  Think back 
to your own childhood. Who was the Sunday School teacher or the older adult 
who embodied Christ’s love and who taught you to put feet on your faith?  In our 
congregation, children learn it is ok to ask questions alongside getting answers!  
This past summer close to fifty children and youth, some from and many not 
from our congregation, were able to experience a place to grow spiritually and 
personally and relationally. Make a difference in the world? You bet.  
 

The quality of our lives makes a difference.  A church is not the building but the  
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(Continued from page 1) 

people. And while folk with whom you cross paths may not even know where you are a church member, 
your courage, your persistence, your outspokenness over some matter of principle, your compassion—
these are the most frequent ways that the values, convictions and the spirit that permeate this church 
make a difference in the world. Whether you are a child or youth or an older adult, you are making 
more of a difference than you can see! Can each of us do better or be more intentional? Sure. But let’s 
not let fail to recognize the many ways that real people already are quietly making a difference all over 
the place, because of what they learn and how their fellow members encourage them at Emmanuel 
Friedens. 
 

Standing publicly for justice and peace makes a difference. I’m glad to be part of a congregation that 
encourages that approach on the part of the pastor and each and every participant. 
 

A life of prayer together makes a difference. Every now and then I reflect on the reality that for well 
over a century the people of Emmanuel and Friedens have gathered every Sunday for prayer in down-
town Schenectady. In boom times and bust ties, in war times and peace times, in the midst of joy and in 
the midst of suffering…we have prayed together. And we continue to. It is my conviction that the depth 
and earnestness of those prayers-- not the ritual nor the theology but the prayer life-- has made the 
place we gather holy somehow. And while I cannot prove it, it is my conviction that it has made and will 
continue to make a difference in the life of this city and region.  
 

Nor is our prayer all about the moments of quiet. Prayer does not work simply because God listens—
although God does listen! Prayer has the ability to deepen the ones doing the praying. It connects us 
with deepened, sharpened concern for those about whom we pray. It allows us to face our fears, con-
fess our failings, grasp for grace, and affirm who we are, as beloved and beautiful children of the Maker. 
 

How do you perceive your church making a difference in the world? This is but the beginning of my re-
flection; I would love to hear yours. 
 

In Christ’s Peace 

Peter 

Peter JB Carman, Pastor 

____________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

An Early Reminder: Daylight Savings Time Ends 
 

Don’t be an early bird for worship on 
 November 6. Remember to turn your clocks back 

one hour before going to bed 
on Saturday evening (11/5). 
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The Weeks Ahead in Worship 
 

Sunday, October 9:  Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 
Readings: 2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c; Luke 17:11-19; Sermon: The Blessed Foreigner. Peter JB Carman is 
preaching.  
 

Sunday, October 16: Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost 
Readings: Genesis 32:22-31; Luke 18:1-8; Sermon: On Wrestling with Angels. Peter JB Carman is preach-
ing.  
 

Sunday, October 23:  Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost 
Readings: Joel 2:23-32, Luke 19: 9-14; Sermon: Simpler Prayers.   Peter JB Carman is preaching 
 

Sunday, October 30:  Reformation Sunday (Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost) 
Reading: Luke 19: 1-10; Sermon: The View from the Sycamore Tree.  Peter JB Carman is preaching 
 

Sunday, November 6: All Saints Sunday-We Celebrate at Christ’s Table (Communion Sunday) 
Reading: Luke 6: 20-31; Communion Meditation: Saints on the Level.  Peter JB Carman is preaching. 
 

Sunday, November 13: Twenty-sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
Guest Preacher: Rev. Kit Wang 
Following worship, Rev. Wang will lead a discussion on ministry with and by transgender people. 
 

Sunday, November 20:  Thanksgiving/Consecration Sunday 
In gratitude, we dedicate our intentions for giving in the year ahead…. 
Readings: Psalm 100; John 6:25-35; Sermon: Bread from Heaven.  Peter JB Carman is preaching. 

 

Call To Meeting 
Quarterly Business Meeting  

  

Sunday, October 23 
@ 12:15 pm (following Sunday classes) 

 

We encourage you to attend this  
 most important meeting as we begin  

the process of planning next year’s budget.  
We do need your input.  

 

__________________________ 

 

Advent Planning Meeting 
Tuesday, October 25 @ 7 pm 

 

Please join us as we begin planning for this 
year’s Advent and  Christmas programs.  

The meeting is open to all  
so come and share your ideas. 

An Invitation to Fellowship 
 
The Niles Judson Circle invites the men and women 
of our church to join them on Monday, October 10 
at 12 pm in the Board Room for our monthly meet-
ing. 
 

Our speaker will be Walter (“Wally”) Habel, a for-
mer baseball player, who choose to devote his life 
to Christian service. Bring a sandwich and meet 
with us, enjoy our speaker, a delicious dessert, and 
great fellowship!     Josephine Cristy, President 

 

 
 

  

Adult Sunday Classes—Topics 
 

 October 9 and 16:  Discussion of the book, The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Color-
Blindness by Michelle Alexander.  Synopsis: “As the United States celebrated the nation's "triumph over 
race" with the election of Barack Obama, the majority of young black men in major American cities are 
locked behind bars or have been labeled felons for life. Although Jim Crow laws have been wiped off the 
books, an astounding percentage of the African American community remains trapped in a subordinate 
status -- much like their grandparents before them… Michelle Alexander provocatively argues that we 
have not ended racial caste in America: we have simply redesigned it. Alexander shows that, by targeting 
black men and decimating communities of color, the U.S. criminal justice system functions as a contempo-
rary system of racial control, even as it formally adheres to the principle of color blindness… “  

 

 October 23: Islam 101- An Overview: The 5 “Pillars” of Islam will be reviewed, along with excerpts from 
the Qur’an, some Muslim prayers and quotes related to September 11. The purpose of the class is to in-
crease the knowledge about a faith understood by few, yet prominently featured in the media. The Rev. 
Fr. Jim Kane, Interfaith Affaires Director of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Albany and a retired pastor, 
will be the presenter.  

 

 October 30:  Sisters Linda Neil and Ann Cristi, nuns from St. Joseph’s  Place, a place of hospitality for the 
residents of Hamilton Hill, located on Albany Street in Schenectady, will speak on their ministry or on an-
other related topic. 

 

 November 6:   David Chancey will lead a discussion on transgender issues in preparation for the Novem-
ber 13 class.  

 

 November 13:  Rev. Kit Wang will lead a discussion on ministry with and by transgender people.  
 

 November 20:  Panel discussion on sex, gender, power, and the Bible. 
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Christian Education & Activities 

Fall Family Fun Day, Sunday, October 30  from 1-3:30 pm 
@ Riverview Orchards, Rexford NY 

Hayride, bonfire, donuts, cider, s’mores, hot dog roast 
$5/person; $15/family 

Sign up on Sunday mornings! 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My Night as an OWL Chaperone 
 

I recently stayed up all night, on purpose.  Our daughters were attending an OWL (Our Whole Lives) overnight 
at FUSS (First Unitarian Society of Schenectady) and there was a call for chaperones.  They needed adults to 
stay awake during the night, just in case….So I gathered up something to knit and to read, brewed some strong 
tea and donned my clogs and wool socks and I set off for Waters House. 
 

I signed up for the all night watch because of Emma.  She had a seizure while at Camp Fowler this summer.  It 
was her first and so far only one.  We are still trying to figure out the source and treatment and are embracing 
a new normal as a family as we adjust to this.  Part of that adjustment has been that we maintain vigilance for 
seizure activity. I thought it would be good, given the newness of this diagnosis, that I be on watch so that she 
and Grace could attend the sleepover. 

                                                                     (Continued on page 6) 
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Christian Education & Activities  (Continued) 

Emmanuel Friedens’ Youth Group will hold their fall Community Closet Clothing Sale 
on Saturday, November 5 for our neighbors. All items will sell for 25¢. Proceeds from 
the sale will benefit a local charity.  
 

Donations are needed! We are now accepting donations–new or gently used 

items (clothing, shoes/boots, coats/jackets, handbags, gloves, scarves and hats, in-
fant to adult sizes). We are especially in need of men’s and children’s clothing. Ask 
your relatives and friends to donate too. Bring your donations to the church—behind 
the curtain on the stage or in the church office If you bring them to the church office, 
label your donation as “for clothing sale” and please do not place your donation in 
the church entrance.  Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 

November 4-6: The NYS American Baptist Youth Convention will be held at the Holi-
day Inn Syracuse in Liverpool, NY.  This is an annual event for youth in grades 7-12 
and young adults, 18-22 years of age. If any youth are interested in attending, please 
contact Kevin DiPalma at cell # 817- 7672 or e-mail at dipalmafamily76@ gmail.com. 
Check out the website: aby.abc-nys.org, and the flyer which is posted on the church’s 
bulletin board. One-half of the cost of registration will be covered under “Youth 
Camps/Conferences.” 
 

 
 
   

Volunteers are needed as chaperones for youth group outings. 
Our Youth Leader, Kevin DiPalma, would like to have a list of 
chaperones ready that he can call on for youth outings. If you are 
interested and can volunteer your time, please contact Kevin   
DiPalma at cell # 817- 7672 or e-mail at dipalmafamily76@ 
gmail.com  

 
 

 
 

 
 

As the night unfolded, this started feeling like some sociological mission for which I was tasked with watching 
and observing.  I thought it would just be the kids I was watching. Thank goodness the girls had the good sense 
to fall asleep at 10:30 pm for it allowed me the freedom to simply be present and talk and listen as the other 
chaperones arrived for their shifts.  To say I enjoyed this doesn’t seem to capture all that I took away from this.  
The other chaperones, who paraded in and out that night, were parents – young and old – some with kids 
sleeping right there at Waters House, others not.  One person told me of her child’s positive experience with 
OWL over 20 years ago and how, to this day, she remains grateful for those times spent with leaders and other 
youth.  Another Mom and I commiserated over how our children were less than enthusiastic about this ven-
ture, but were attending anyway (it became apparent to us both the sway we still possessed as parents).  I 
heard about some of the social justice work done by this community, I learned about the variety of classes 
offered to youth, I was offered support and resources as a new comer to epilepsy, I heard people talk about all 
the things they like about living in Schenectady, the food, the schools, their spiritual community.  It was unex-
pectedly amazing and uplifting.   
 

I didn’t expect to hit the wall as late/early as 4:30 am (I usually fall asleep around 9:30 pm– ask my family!) and 
was grateful for a particularly chatty chaperone at that hour.  I didn’t expect to so enjoy getting to know the 
parents who flowed in and out during the course of the night.  I didn’t expect to be ordering magazine sub-
scriptions at 3 am while my fellow chaperone was ordering seeds for her butterfly garden.  I didn’t expect to 
see Jeff Fletcher so decisively get the boys to sleep despite the failed attempts of others before him.   
 

Many thought I was either crazy or a night person or incredibly magnanimous for signing up for the all night 
shift.  What I really wanted to say though was I had a great time, this was not a chore, it was an honor to get to 
know our neighbors, and it was a privilege, as a parent, to be a watchman as our collective children slumbered.  
It felt supremely human and for that I am grateful.     Ruth Lindenfelser 
 

 

 
October is World Mission Offering Month for American Baptist 
Churches. Envelopes are being provided in this month’s Envoy 
and will also be available at the church.  
 

This year’s focus for the offering is a Spotlight on CUBA, where 
we have historic connections since 1898. Since 1990, Cuban 
churches have seen a great resurgence. In response,  a team 
effort is underway from American Baptist International Minis-

tries (IM) involving multiple missionaries based  in the Caribbean, Mexico and elsewhere, to provide needed 
partner support in theological education, sister-church relationships, support to pastors, and missionary part-
nership with Cuban-Haitians. Writes Max Hill, IM Special Assistant to the Fraternity of Cuban Baptist Churches: 
“I am constantly amazed by the resilience of the Cuban people, and specifically of the Cuban Church. My hope  
 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Christian Education & Activities (Continued) 

Mission News 

http://aby.abc-nys.org
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Update on Refugee Resettlement - The Afghan family that Emmanuel Friedens Church (EFC) collect-

ed material aid for did not arrive, but the Alhussein family of Syria did arrive and folks from the Reformed 
Church of Scotia and Greg Lindenfelser, representing EFC, set up a first floor  apartment in Albany where 
they have settled.  Another family from Syria, the Abd Alrahman Almedaani family, was resettled into an 
apartment on the second floor of the same building. Although household furnishings and material aid re-
maining from resettling the first family was used for the apartment, the family of parents and 8 chil-
dren arrived with nothing.  They need clothes,  bed linens and blankets.  
 

Greg, representing Outreach and Mission is working with Arabic-speaking Union College students to help 
them with translation. Until clothing and bed linen sizes are known, what they need immediately are clean-
ing supplies, soap, laundry detergent, hair combs, diapers (size 2), notebooks, pens, pencils. Greg also wel-
comes the participation of anyone from EFC in the resettlement process.   
                                 Outreach and Mission Committee 
 

Note—Please place your items in the side office that is adjacent to the main office. Please label your  

item- for the refugees.   

 
 

Community Brunch Donation 
Request from the Brunch Committee: We are asking for donations of candy (packaged) for Halloween 
treats to be given out at the next Community Brunch (October 29).  Please bring your donations to the 
church office. Thank you.  
         

 

Is that with the easing of relationships between  the United States and Cuban governments, their lives 
and our work will be made easier.”  
 

The new IM Area Director for Iberoamerica and the Caribbean is Adalia-Gutierrez-Lee,  an ordained minis-
ter and physician who recently concluded her term on the Board of the Baptist Peace Fellowship, where 
she worked  closely with our pastor, Peter Carman.   
 

Adalia’s “prayer for Cuba is that the members of the growing church can continue to demonstrate their 
love of God and give testimony of his grace and power in their own country and worldwide.”  
 

Contributions to the World Mission Offering will be received throughout the month of October. Consider 

a generous gift to support the empowering work of our international partners, not just in Cuba, but 

throughout the world….  Thank you. 

Mission News (Continued) 

As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 
welcomes and 

affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, martial 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

STAY CONNECTED 
 
 
 
 
 

www.facebook.com/ 
emmanuelfriedenschurch 
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A Vision for Our Journey 
 

Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching, 

Committed to  

    Growing hearts and minds; 

     Learning openness, courage and love; 

      Serving with our neighbors; 

       Pursuing God’s justice and peace; 

        Inviting others to share the journey! 

Month of November 

(Stewardship Program Begins) 
 

Saturday, November 5 
Youth Group Community  

Closet Clothing Sale 
 

Sunday, November 6 
Daylight Savings Time Ends 

 

Sunday, November 13 
Stockade-athon Foot Race 
Expect traffic disruptions 

in the AM 
 

Sunday, November 20 
Thanksgiving Sunday 
Capital Pride Singers- 

concert @ 4 pm 
 

Sunday, November 27 
First Sunday in Advent 

_______________________ 
The November issue of the Envoy 
will be available on November 6. The 
deadline to submit articles, com-
mittee news, announcements, etc. is 
October 25. Thank you. 


