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A Note from Your Pastor 
 

 

Dear Emmanuel Friedens Friends, 
 

I recently asked a friend (in truth it was Joe from Mohawk Opportunities, across 
the street) what a preacher ought to write about in a church newsletter in No-
vember 2018. “That’s easy,” said Joe. “Gratitude. It’s the theme of the month.”  I 
appreciated the help! But while thematically appropriate to November, gratitude 
isn’t always so easy.  
 

As we enter November of 2018, the nation is reeling from a recent mass-killing in 
a synagogue in Pittsburgh, and two racist murders in Kentucky. Many of us are 
shaken, struggling to understand how any one can be possessed by such hatred.  
 

How shall we give thanks to God amid grief and shock, facing into hatred? How 
do we even begin to talk about gratitude in the face of dismay?  
 

This November our gratitude and our grief alike need to be deeply embedded in 
prayer, and our prayer needs to be inseparable from daily actions. Genuine   
prayer does start with gratitude. It starts with thankfulness to God, but not for 
only whatever is easy or successful. Rather it starts with the hallowing of God, 
gratitude for who God is.  And sometimes who God is stands in stark contrast to 
human deeds done in the name of God.  
 

I am grateful that God is still Love, especially when hatred seems in danger of 

taking over. I am grateful that God is still just, especially when human justice 

seems ever more uncertain. I am grateful for the path of Jesus Christ, still a way 

of truth and liberation, inclusion, mercy and joy.               (Continued on next page) 

******************************************************** 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

THE ENVOY 
A Newsletter of  Emmanuel Friedens Church 

American Baptist and United Church of Christ Congregation 

218 Nott Terrace, Schenectady, NY  12307 
Rev.  Peter J.B. Carman, Pastor 

 

Contact  Us: 
(518) 374-4114 

ebcfried@nycap.rr.com 
www.emmanuelfriedens.org 

 

 Rev. Carman’s E-mail 

pjb.carman51@gmail.com 
 

Minister of Music 
Michael P. Harrison 

mpharrison@comcast.net 
 

Worship Hours 
Sunday @ 10 am 

 

Sunday Classes 
(Sept-June) 

11:15 am  
 

Office Hours (M-F) 
9 am-3 pm  

Summer: 9 am-1 pm 
 
 
 

Wishing you a very  
Happy Thanksgiving  

as you gather  
with loved ones and 

friends! 
Your Church Staff, 

Peter, Michael,  
Maria and Dave 
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On Monday, October 29, I gathered with many of you at 
the Gates of Heaven Synagogue for an interfaith service 
following the genocidally motivated killing in Pittsburgh. 
We had a refresher course in the best kind of grateful 
prayer. Our tutors were friends and colleagues who were 
Jewish, Muslim, and Sikh, as well as Christian.  I was 
touched listening to my Sikh colleague Paul Uppal who re-
minded us that an “eye for an eye” will indeed in the end 
leave all of us blind. We joined in solidarity. Together, we 
insisted on giving thanks for the lives of the dead. We       

      insisted on a spirit that will not allow us to let hate rule.   
 

Whether through acts of citizenship like voting, preparing 
for Thanksgiving celebrations, or gathering to worship each 
Sabbath, let our lives be centered in gratitude—the costly 
kind, not the cheap stuff.  May our actions and words be 
made bold by the constant awareness that God is alive and 
calls us to a different way.  
 

We are invited to live our lives, to echo Dr. King’s             
challenge, to the beat of a “different drummer.” To do so 
we start by gratefully naming what is holy and what is 
good—and then giving thanks through the prayerful offering 
of our lives.  
 

For the love of Christ,   Peter 

 

 
 
 

Sunday, November 11: Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
Readings: 1 Kings 17: 8-16, Psalm 146, Mark 12: 38-44; Sermon: Abundance?  Rev. Carman is leading 
worship and  preaching. 
 

Sunday, November 18:  Thanksgiving/Stewardship Sunday (26th Sunday after Pentecost) 
Reading: Mark 13: 1-8, Sermon: Living With the End in Mind.  Guest minister: Rev. Jerrod Hugenot,   
Associate Executive Minister for the American Baptist Churches of NYS 
We offer our pledges of support to the work of the Church for the coming year.  
 

Sunday, November 25:  Reign of Christ Sunday (27th Sunday after Pentecost) 
Reading: John 18: 33-37; Sermon: You say that I am King. Rev. Carman is leading worship and       
preaching. 
 

Sunday, December 2:   First Sunday in Advent, Communion Sunday   
Readings: Jeremiah 33:14-16, 1 Thessalonians 3: 9-13;  Communion Meditation: Restoration.              
Rev. Carman is leading worship and preaching. 
 

THE WEEKS AHEAD IN WORSHIP 



 

 
 

  

On Sunday, November 18 Thanksgiving Sunday, everyone is invited to bring their pledge cards to support 
the work of our church for 2019.   
 

Every November, we share in the effort of an Emmanuel Friedens Stewardship campaign.  “This is not simply 
a collection of monetary pledges; it is our vote of support for our church’s faithful future.  It is a practical 
form of witness to our beliefs.  We cannot wait for someone else; each of us must step up to this challenge.” 
 

Please fill out the pledge card that you received in the mail and return it to church on either November 18 

(Thanksgiving Sunday) or through the mail.  Think about how much difference your gift can make over the 

coming year. This effort requires everyone to be successful, not just a few.  Please give generously.  Thank 

you.                                    
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Stewardship 

Emmanuel Friedens Concert Series  
 
Our first concert this church year was given by Roger Isaacs  at our church on 
Sunday, October 28.  We had a remarkable time with Roger, a countertenor who 
graced our morning worship with a solo and, accompanied by our own Michael 
Harrison, offered a rare concert in the afternoon.  
 

We are grateful to Michael for arranging the visit, and to Roger for transcendent 
sounds and a warm personal presence. We hope our paths will cross again soon! 
 
 

Church Happenings 

                                                                                                                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Happy birthday! Emmanuel Friedens is celebrating you and you and you! It’s our 

annual birthday party for members and friends . Please join us after the service this 
Sunday, November 11th for your birthday party. 

 July 2016 
 At A Glance 

 

 

Sunday Worship in the Chapel  
@ 10 am. 

 

 

Saturday, July 9 
Community Closet Clothing Sale 

8 am-12 pm 
 

Sunday, July 10 
Worship in the Park 

@ Collins Park in Scotia 
Picnic to follow. 

 

Wednesday, July 13 
Outreach and Mission Meeting 

@ 6:30 pm 
 

Saturday, July 30 
Community Brunch 

10:30 –11:30 am 

___________________ 
 

The summer issue of the Envoy will be 

As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 
welcomes and 

affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, martial 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

STAY CONNECTED 
 
 
 
 
 

www.facebook.com/ 
emmanuelfriedenschurch 

 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, New York  12307 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, NY  12307 
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A Vision for Our Journey 
 

Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching, 

Committed to  

    Growing hearts and minds; 

     Learning openness, courage and love; 

      Serving with our neighbors; 

       Pursuing God’s justice and peace; 

        Inviting others to share the journey! 

 December  2018 
 At A Glance 

 

Saturday, December 1 
Safe Church Training at FUMC 

(See Community/Denomination News) 
 

Wednesdays,  
Advent Mid-Week Services 

December 5, 12, & 19 
 

Saturday, December 8 and 15 
Decorating the church 

 

Sunday, December 9 
Gift Tag Requests returned 

Hanging of the Greens 
 

Sunday, December 16 
Christmas Luncheon Celebration 

following worship  

 

Monday, December 24 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

at 7 pm 
 

Saturday, December 29 
Community Brunch 

10:30 –11:30 am 
 
 

For additions/changes to events,          
committee meetings, etc. - 
check the weekly bulletin 

___________________ 
 

The December issue of the Envoy will 
be available the week of November 
26, 2018. The deadline to submit arti-
cles, committee news, announce-
ments, etc. is Monday,       November 
26.   Thank you. 


