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From the Pastor’s Desk
Dear Emmanuel Friedens Friends,
As we launch into November, we enter a very special month! November is when
we will celebrate our church members who are 90 and older (November 5). It is
when we will receive gifted mezzo-soprano Barbara Hollinshead both singing in
worship and in a special appearance Sunday afternoon November 12 at 3 pm,
accompanied by our own Michael Harrison. November is when we will celebrate
Thanksgiving by dedicating our time, talent and financial resources for the work
of Christ’s body in the year ahead (November 19). And I am pleased to report
that for the first time in some years we will join other communities of faith in
Schenectady in an INTERFAITH service of thanksgiving, also on Sunday the 19th
at 6 pm at the Sikh temple, at the encouragement of the Schenectady Clergy
Against Hate.

Sunday Classes
(Sept-June)
11:15 am

From the Pastor’s
Desk
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For many of us, 2017 has been a difficult year: we have felt overwhelmed by the
level of violence in speech and action against innocent people; we may have experienced challenges and struggle in our own families. We have looked on in disbelief as those we love have experienced the shock of earthquakes, hurricanes
and wildfire. We have beheld a nation deeply divided and in danger of disintegration.
It is challenging to persist in faith in such times. Indeed, we may be tempted to
withdraw utterly within ourselves. But we need each other in such times, need
the support of friends and the grace and comfort that comes from being a community rooted in song and prayer. So, we continue to gather together to ask for
God’s blessing, and offer insistent thanks for the gift of life itself.
On October 3, 1863, President Abraham Lincoln set his signature to a proclamation calling for a day of national Thanksgiving, on the last Thursday of November.
His was not a naïve call for thankfulness, as though offered in balmy times. It was
rather a reminder amid devastating war not to overlook the gifts of God. It
acknowledged that thankfulness must not be separated from contrition nor from
honest acknowledgment of shared suffering. Indeed it was but nine months after
Lincoln had signed an Emancipation proclamation, that he asked that people
gathering Thanksgiving Day do so “with humble penitence for our national
(Continued on page 2)
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perverseness and disobedience, [and] commend to [God’s] tender care all those who have become widows, orphans, mourners, or sufferers in the lamentable civil strife in which we are unavoidably engaged,
and fervently implore the interposition of the Almighty hand to heal the wounds of the nation and to
restore it, as soon as may be consistent with the divine purposes, to the full enjoyment of peace, harmony, tranquility, and union.”
Mr. Lincoln was neither churchgoer nor saint, all myths notwithstanding. But he understood that real
thankfulness to the One who is the source of our lives is always tinged with recognition of the suffering
of humanity and creation itself. And yet that does not cancel the gifts.
Prayer that is not honest may as well not take place. Yet we, who claim there is a God, come back again
and again to offer honest gratitude, sometimes in defiance of the prevailing spirit, or the evidence of
our own circumstances. As we enter this new season, I invite us to seek out one another for honest
conversation, mutual support, shared prayer, and words of actions that spring from real and deep
thankfulness to our Maker.
In Christ’s Peace,
Peter

________________________________________________

Stewardship —Changing Lives
Our stewardship theme this year is “Changing Lives". We live in such a painful and difficult world today,
perhaps by attempting to change lives, we can make a difference.
On Sunday, November 19, Thanksgiving Sunday, everyone is invited to bring their pledge cards to support the work of our church for 2018. As you ponder and pray about your pledge, give some serious
thought as to how you want your gift to be used.
1. Shall it support the School of Wonder and Mystery by providing food, or by learning about God's
world or being instructed on how Jesus wants us to live? Maybe an important safe place for that day.
2. Shall it support our community brunch which brings strangers to our church home to satisfy their
hunger, loneliness, lack of socialization, or again, a safe place to enjoy?
3. Shall it support our church staff, showing our love and appreciation for all that they give to us as a
congregation? Also, to allow them to respond to God's call for their lives?
4. Maybe you have a vision/ministry for our church that you want to support.
And, let us not forget the "gifts" that God has given to each of us, and our responsibility for sharing/
using our gifts in this painful world we experience today.
Thank you for the prayerful consideration of your gift as we join together in Changing Lives.
The Stewardship Committee
Faye Saville, Faye Bailey, Joani Jameson
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The Weeks Ahead in Worship

Continued from Page 1
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Church Happenings (Continued)

Sunday, November 5: All Saints Sunday-We Celebrate at Christ’s Table (Communion Sunday)
Readings: Psalm 43, Matthew 5:1-12; Communion Meditation: Blessings. Peter JB Carman is preaching.
We will honor church members who are 90 and older!

Coming In December
~ CONVERSATIONS WITH YOUR PASTOR ~

Sunday, November 12:
Readings: Amos 5: 18-24, Matthew 25: 1-13; Sermon: Song of the River. Peter JB Carman is preaching.
Special music from visiting mezzo-soprano, Barbara Hollinshead. Please note that this Sunday is the date
for the Stockade-athon Foot Race in Schenectady and plan for a little extra travel time.

Peter will be offering one on one, half-hour conversations during Advent. A time to sit down informally,
with him, to discuss spiritual questions, your life's journey or just to get better acquainted. Your choice.
Time slots will be available both in the afternoon and evening. Sign-up sheets will be in the chapel hallway
starting mid-November. Please take advantage of this opportunity to slow down and refocus as we enter
the Advent Season.

Sunday, November 19: , We dedicate our Gifts in Thanksgiving Stewardship Sunday/Thanksgiving Sunday: we will bring forward our pledges for the coming year as we give thanks for all God’s good gifts.
(Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost) Readings: Psalm 90:1-12, 2 Corinthians 9:6-15; Sermon: Plentiful Sowing, Abundant Harvest. Peter JB Carman is preaching.

October 1
Baptism of our newest church member.

A Happy Birthday Celebration was enjoyed by all!
The congregation gathered to celebrate every one’s
birthday. Many thanks to Charlie Reyes for organizing
the event. And to all who contributed cakes for the
celebration.

Sunday, November 26: Reign of Christ
Readings: Ezekiel 34:11-16, Matthew 25:31-46; : Unlikely Signs of Glory. Peter JB Carman is preaching.
Advent Begins– Gathering in the Light!
Sunday, December 3: First Sunday in Advent, Communion Sunday—We light the Candle of Hope.
Readings: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9, Isaiah 64:1-9; Communion Meditation: In the Potter’s Hand.
Peter JB Carman is preaching.

Church Happenings
Emmanuel Friedens Concert Series Continues
Sunday, November 12 at 3 pm
Barbara Hollinshead, accompanied by Michael Harrison, will present a recital entitled
“We Sing to Him.” The program will include sacred songs from the 17th to the 20th centuries by English, French, German, and American composers.
A popular soloist in the Washington, DC area, the Washington Post has described Barbara
Hollinshead as singing with "an artful simplicity that illuminated the text and beguiled the
ear." She studied with Max van Egmond in the Netherlands, and has since appeared with
many of the finest early music groups in eastern North America including Tafelmusik,
Chatham Baroque, Hesperus, Opera Lafayette, and the Folger Consort. A member of the NYC-based ARTEK, she’s featured on a recent recording of Rosenmüller cantatas. Barbara joined the Washington Bach
Consort in 1980, starting as a chorister, rising to a soloist, and acting in the “Bach in Time” educational
programs.
The recital is free-all are welcome.
Pass the word on—bring your friends.

October 8

October 15-Family and Friends,
Fall Fun Day @
Ellms Farm in Ballston Spa
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October 28
Community Brunch—The children of the church volunteered their time working at
EFC’s community brunch. They planned the menu, cooked and served. And some
of them came dressed in their Halloween costumes. And of course, the adults
come in costume too.
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Christian Education & Activities (Continued)
October 22: Several youth from our church attended worship at First United Methodist
Church (FUMC), and following worship, met with FUMC’s youth group. Out of that gettogether came plans to meet again for activities which includes visiting St. Joseph’s
Catholic Church on November 19.
November 3-5: Ilias Miles, Kieran O’Brien and Davis Lent along with advisor Ashley Kennedy, will be attending the American Baptist Youth Convention, which will be held in
Syracuse., NY.
SAVE THE DATE: Parents’ Day Out will be held on December 3 from 12:30-4:30 pm.

News from Our Committees and Church Groups
Restructuring Committee: We need you, your talents and time! Join the Nominating and Restructuring
Committees at our first -ever event on November 19 following worship to learn about all the volunteer opportunities in our church. Watch for mailing beforehand! …...Angela Keller

Outreach and Mission

Christian Education & Activities
Adult Sunday Classes—Topics


November 5: Continuing the theme from last week’s class (Religion and Science), Topic: “Why Choose
Church in a Secular World” Panel: Michael Axon, Jeff Fletcher, Charlie Reyes



November 12 and 26: Multi-week series discussing the book, “Being Mortal – Medicine and What Matters
at the End” written by surgeon Atul Gawande. In his writing, Dr. Gawande examines his experiences as a
surgeon, as he confronts the realities of ageing and dying in his patients and in his family, as well as the limits of what he and medicine can do.



November 19: We need you, your talents and time! Join in with the Nominating and Restructuring Committees at their first, ever event to learn about all the volunteer opportunities in our church.



December 3 and 10: Discussions around the advent theme, Gathering in the Light”
December 17, 24, and 31: No classes



We average 85 guests at our Saturday brunch program. At present, we are working on getting more children involved as workers. Also, we have reached out to a Union College student volunteers to assist us in
the community brunch. Is anyone in the congregation aware of a similar group at SCCC?



The Equity in Education group continues to meet periodically with Schenectady school district officials to
discuss issues within the school district. If anyone feels called to join with them, please let us know.



We decided that we do not need to meet monthly, but we do need to keep an awareness of the organizations we support in our budget and generate new ideas for outreach and mission. With that in mind, we
will have occasional meetings that combine social time as well as business and that are open to the congregation and folks they know that may be interested. Below are a few ideas. We welcome more.
Visit to the Islamic Center and/or have an interfaith group consisting of people from the Jewish, Christian
and Muslim faith communities get together for food and discussion at the church.
Gather together a group of people in or without the congregation interested in environmental issues to
plan programs of education and activism around these issues.
We have a line item in our proposed budget called “International Focus” and we invite folks to join with us
in reaching out to immigrants or sponsoring a church connection with a church in another country or
going on a mission trip to another country or whatever God calls us to do in mission with an international focus.
Form a group to visit our neighbors in the community by walking door-to-door to not only invite them into
the church, but to a special neighborhood dinner at the church.
Should anyone wish to be involved in any of these ideas or our social/business meetings please contact
Sandra George via text 518-366-4614, e-mail detwygeo@gmail.com, or phone 518-346-3193.
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From the Community Brunch Crew—


Pies and holiday décor needed - The next brunch will be held Saturday, November 25 . We would like
to provide each person with a piece of Thanksgiving pie. We are asking for your donations of a full pie
or maybe a partial pie that you just couldn't finish on Thanksgiving! We are also going to be putting out
some Christmas items for our guests to take home for the holiday season. If you have any of these
items, pies or holiday décor, please drop them off at the church on Friday, November 24. Nancy Spencer should be there all afternoon to receive donations.



"Take what you need, but need what you take."

EFC clothing and housewares room (Rm. 119) opened on 10/28/17! We are allowing our brunch guests access to the room during and following the brunch. We plan to have the room open during the monthly
brunch. If you know anyone in need, the room is always open and can be used by any member of the congregation. We will have a sign -in book so we can track the number of people served. We only ask that the
two person rule be in place, that is, if you go with a guest to the room that two people are there at all
times for safety. After the first month we will be better able to gage the needs of the community and ask
for donations accordingly. At the present time we have housewares, clothing, baby items, and personal
items. Please feel free to pop down and browse. If you have donations please leave them near the brunch
room. Thank you for helping make this mission a possibility! … Nancy Spencer

A Request from the Niles Judson Circle — They are once again collecting boxes of Whitman’s
chocolate (12-16 oz) for the mothers who visit the City Mission of Schenectady at Christmas time to select
gifts for their children. They don’t expect anything for themselves so imagine their surprise when they are
given a box of chocolate as a gift. Last year, CVS Pharmacy offered two boxes for the price of one. Hopefully, they will do the same this year.
Please bring your chocolate to the church office by Monday, December 11. Take pleasure in the delicious
gift you are giving to a child's mother! Josephine Cristy thanks you for your generosity.
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As a Welcoming and
Affirming/
Open and Affirming
Church, Emmanuel
Baptist Church and
Friedens United
Church of Christ
welcomes and
affirms
all persons without
regard to sex, martial
status, age , race,
sexual orientation, or
abilities, inviting all
into membership,
mission, and
leadership.

Wishing you a very
Happy Thanksgiving
as you gather
with loved ones and friends!
Your Church Staff,
Peter, Michael,
Maria and Dave

A Special Thank You
For the last month a beautiful new handmade table cover, designed and created
by Debbie Gehman, has adorned the communion table in the Emmanuel
Friedens Sanctuary. On each side of the reversible parament is the image of a
dove. One side celebrates our church's stand of welcome, openness and affirmation: the dove is seen against a rainbow backdrop. Thank you Debbie, for this
creative and caring gift to the congregation.

STAY CONNECTED

www.facebook.com/
emmanuelfriedenschurch

A Vision for Our Journey
Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching,
Committed to
Growing hearts and minds;
Learning openness, courage and love;
Serving with our neighbors;
Pursuing God’s justice and peace;
Inviting others to share the journey!

