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THE ENVOY 
A Newsletter of  Emmanuel Friedens Church 

American Baptist and United Church of Christ Congregation 

218 Nott Terrace, Schenectady, NY  12307 
Rev.  Dr. Rodney W. Kennedy, Interim Pastor 

From the Pastor 

We Need Everybody! 
The Rev. Dr. Rodney Kennedy, Interim Pastor 

 
 

The experience of the COVID pandemic has created a sense that the church 
is a physical version of the “communion of saints.” We are the “scattered 
body of Christ,” but each one is still vital to our mission. In the epistle to 
the Hebrews, there’s a vision of God’s church surrounded by a “great cloud 
of witnesses.” I love that image and I suggest that you are “surrounded by 
the witnesses” of Emmanuel Friedens Church (EFC). The writer of Hebrews 
goes on to say that the witnesses can not be “made perfect” apart from us. 
We are part of the “communion of saints” in heaven and on earth. We are 
members of the “body of Christ.” We can’t afford to be spiritually apart 
from any of you. We are all in this together. 
 

Someone suggested that fellowship means “people in same boat.” Using 
“boat” as a church metaphor, we are all persons in same pandemic        
pressure, but please know we are together as the communion of saints. 
The angels hover over us, the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, the presence of 
God never leaves us. We are one in the Spirit! We are one in love! We are 
one! 
 

Maintaining the bonds of fellowship, keeping the unity of the Spirit, is not 
an easy task. There are pressures and tensions that often cause division 
and separation. When anyone “leaves church” my heart breaks. Yes, I take 
it personally. Part of my hurt comes from the way church can treat people. 
 

My best friend was a preacher named Dan Blake. He was the most pro-
found and poetic preacher I have ever known. As senior pastor of a large 
Southern Baptist Church, Dan took his vocation with utmost seriousness, 
especially the act of preaching. On Sunday morning, Dan would be so     
consumed by the sermon that he couldn’t “come down” or relax  

(Continued on Page 2) 
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for the rest of the day and night.  At some point, Dan would have a glass of wine on Sunday        
evening. As time trickled away, Dan would drink more and then it became bigger than him. 
 

He told the chair of the deacons that he needed help. Instead of compassion, instead of getting 
“help,” the deacon called a meeting. The somber, sober deacons decided it was in the best interest 
of the church to fire Dan. They told him, “You don’t work here anymore.” Church has a way of 
throwing away good people who are wounded, hurt, damaged. Dan spent the next four decades in 
the wilderness attempting to find his way back. 
 

He went back to school and got a master’s degree in social work. He became the director of a chem-
ical dependency unit at a large hospital. We would sit in his office and bemoan the difficulty of serv-
ing the church. I thought Dan needed to preach again so I helped him get an assignment with the 
United Methodists. He was given three small country churches. When Dan preached, “heaven came 
down and rested on his shoulders.” The churches started filling up with people. I thought this was a 
good I had done. 
 

Sitting in Dan’s office on a Monday morning, he told me that he couldn’t preach anymore. He       
explained that all his “old demons” were coming back on Sunday night and for his own salvation, he 
had to stop preaching. My heart broke, because the church needs preachers like Dan Blake –       
profound, deeply human, poetic. I miss him a lot. 
 

In a world of broken, damaged, hurt people, churches have got to stop hurting, despising, judging, 
and throwing people away. We have to find a new spirit of inclusion and acceptance that seems to 
escape us. Dan’s experience never leaves my heart. My heart aches for any person who has ever 
been let down, turned out, turned off by a church. We can’t afford to lose preachers and people. 
We don’t have enough of them for every church and we need to support and help all the ones we 
do have. We are all together in this mission of mercy and not even a pandemic can break that unity. 
Here at EFC we have a head start on this experience because it is our public witness that we are 
open, welcoming, and affirming. Let’s maintain and expand that spirit. Let this be the place where 
on the streets of our city they say, “Here comes everybody.” 
 

My prayer is that every opportunity at EFC will enable people to feel they are at home, that they are 
the church, and that they are really, really accepted. By the grace of God and your goodwill, I        
believe we can make that happen. 

 

Let’s Stay Connected!   
 

Let's read Scripture together every day. That's right, I invite you to be part of the Scripture Reading 
Project. I am asking 50 people to agree to read 3 psalms per day for 50 days. That means that the 
church will read the book of Psalms every day for 50 days. Call or e-mail us and let us know that you 
will be one of the 50. Invite your friends and make this ecumenical. If we get more than 50 we will 
simply give the same assignment sheet to multiple persons. So far, 15 people have registered to read 
the Scripture together.                                                                                                  (Continued on Page 3) 



 

The pandemic challenges our ability to be the “body of Christ,” but we work each week to find ways 
to maintain the unity of the Spirit at Emmanuel Friedens Federated Church. UCC and ABC USA        
together we encourage one another, pray for one another, care for one another, bear one another’s 
burdens, and support our church. Thank you for all that you continue to do. One of the most ancient 
metaphors of the church is a boat. Pictures of a boat in the first two centuries were often pictures of 
a boat. We are like a cruise ship that can't take a cruise with all our members for the time being. But 
we are doing other things to keep us connected. There will be a time when we will all be safe to re-
turn to the live worship. Please do not feel any pressure to come back before you feel it is safe.             
I  suggest one way that we can stay together while we are apart.  
 

One way we can stay connected is by reading the Scripture together. Beginning on May 24, we will 
be reading the book of Psalms together every day for 50 days. I invite you to register as a Psalm 
reader and be part of this Bible-reading experience. You mission, if you decide to accept it, will be to 
read 3 psalms per day. A minimum of 50 readers are required for this project.  
 

Details and assignments will be made by May 17. Our goal is to read the entire book of Psalms every 
day for 50 days. Each reader will read 3 different psalms per day every day for 50 days. For example, 
Reader 1, on May 24, will read Psalms 1 – 3. Reader 2 will read Psalms 4 – 6 and so forth until Reader 
50 who will read Psalm 148 – 150. You will receive a personalized schedule so that you know the 3 
psalms you are to read each day. 
 

Help us stay connected by reading Scripture together. Your assigned psalms may be read at any time 
during the day. You are encouraged to email any comments about your readings along with any 
questions. 
 

Please register for the SCRIPTURE READING PROJECT by emailing the church or you can call Maria at 
the church office and tell her to put you on the team. Feel free to invite friends to participate by for-
warding them the information. Let’s stay together by being in the Word together.        Dr. Kennedy 
  

 

                                                 In Appreciated of Aldona Vaitulis 
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Emmanuel Friedens Church is grateful for a generous donation it       
recently received from the estate of Aldona Vaitulis, which was  
personally delivered by her brother, Vetto.  Aldona was a long time, 
active member of the church who gave generously of her time and 
money.  Aldona was a dedicated grade school teacher and a Red 
Cross emergency volunteer for many years.  Wherever there was a 
disaster, Aldona was there to help on site.  We hope people who 
personally knew Aldona will share their memories of this unique 
person who gave so much to our church in so many different ways. 
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Sunday Worship  (Live in –person, Zoom link or online) 

Rev. Dr. Rodney Kennedy  will lead worship and preach. 
 
Sunday, May 9: Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Readings:  John 15:9-17, Psalm 98, 1 John 5:1-6  
Sermon: “Here Comes Those Conquering Poets” 
 

Sunday, May 16: Seventh Sunday of Easter 
Supply Pulpit: Joani Jameson will lead worship and preach. 
 

Sunday, May 23: Day of Pentecost  
Reading:  Acts 2:1-21 
Sermon: “Is There a Pentecost For Us?” 
 

Sunday, May 30: Trinity Sunday (First Sunday after Pentecost) 
Reading:  John 3:1-17 
Sermon: “Being Born Again and Again” 
 

Sermons 
 

Dr. Kennedy’s sermons from the past Sunday are sent out via 
mail and  e-mail during the week, as well as being posted on the 
church’s website under “Worship”.  

Sunday Worship  remains available via Facebook Live on the Church’s Facebook Page (https://
www.facebook.com/Emmanuel-Friedens-Church-122934277889274/)  and by Zoom, with a 
Zoom link and passcode being sent to the congregation each week (via the Sunday bulletin). 
 

And for video recordings of all worship services, a link is available on the church’s website, 
www.emmanuelfriedens.org—Home page.   

  Congratulations 
 

Each year, on the day of the CROP Walk, Schenectady Community Ministries (SiCM) presents 
The Sister Rachel Award (named after Sister Rachel Ricciardelli  to recognize volunteers in 
our community who have had a significant, positive impact on the CROP Walk and who      
exemplify the spirit, dedication, and philosophy of volunteerism as witnessed in Sister       
Rachel. This year’s award went to Rev. Phillip Grigsby, former Executive Director of SiCM for 
many years, and a member of our church. Congratulations Phil. 

https://www.facebook.com/Emmanuel-Friedens-Church-122934277889274/
https://www.facebook.com/Emmanuel-Friedens-Church-122934277889274/


News from the Moderator 
 

Friends of EFC, 

April was full of informative and honest conversations for me as your Federated Council    
Chairperson. Thank you to all who have shared their thoughts, questions, ideas, and concerns with 
me. These conversations have left me feeling excited and hopeful about the future of EFC. These   
conversations have also led me to the decision to begin writing monthly articles for the Envoy in an 
effort to provide as much open communication as possible.  

 

Our Federated Council continues to make our worship services a priority. We continue to     
discuss and problem solve how to share our message with the congregation in person (safely) and 
over Facebook and Zoom. I know these technology glitches are frustrating and I appreciate your    
patience as we work through each one. I want to send a special thank you to ALL of our members 
that have worked so hard on getting on worship services out on Facebook and Zoom. It has been an 
overwhelmingly challenging experience since the pandemic started, however this has been identified 
as one of our top priorities. I believe that this is the way of the future and I want to share our        
message with as many people as possible.  

 

Safety is also one of our top priorities. Chuck Lent, and the rest of the Trustees, research,       
discuss and put into place COVID protocols to keep us all as safe as possible while in person at 
church. Thank you again for your patience as we continue to navigate our life together through this 
pandemic. This is uncharted territory for all of us and if you have any questions or concerns about our 
COVID procedures, I encourage you to reach out to the Trustees or any member of the Federated 
Council.  

 

 The pastoral transition is also going well. Dr. K has many ideas and initiatives to help EFC into 
our next chapter. I am excited about the energy that is already starting to rise within our congrega-
tion. In my limited experience during our last pastoral transition, the advice that was given to the 
search committee was that one job of an interim is to “shake things up.” I think we can all 
acknowledge that we can get stuck and comfort in our ways. This goes for churches, too. An interim 
brings deliberate change to help energize our congregation. However, I want to reiterate that WE 
decide our future. WE decide where we want our church to go. Our spring business meeting is the 
perfect time to be a part of this process and I urge you to participate either on zoom or in- person. 
ANYONE and EVERYONE is invited to take part in this business meeting and do the work of the 
church.  

 

Some final reminders; everyone is invited to sit in on council meetings. Our next Federated 
Council Meeting is Sunday, May 16th shortly after worship, in-person and on Zoom. Transition team 
will be meeting soon. Be on the lookout for more information. If you´re interested in serving on the 
Nominating Committee,  please reach out to any member of the Council.  
  

Thank you again for your patience. Always feel free to reach out to me with questions and  concerns. 
 

Charlie Reyes 
Chairperson, EFC Federated Council, 
Clloves21@hotmail.com,  518-694-6589 
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Church Happenings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clothing Sale 
 
 Emmanuel Friedens Church’s  clothing sale will be held Saturday and Sunday, June 19-20!  
 The hours will be from 11:30 am—3:30 pm on Saturday, and 11:30 am-1:30 pm on Sunday.  
 Prices: all items will be sold @ $0.25/item  (on Saturday), and dropped to $0.10 on Sunday. 
 Volunteers will be needed for sorting and folding on Thursday, June 17 and all-day on Friday, 

June 18, and needed for clean-up at the end of the sale. 
 Needed:  Clothing racks that can be donated or loaned for the weekend— we would love to have 

them to hang clothes on. 
 Youth Group, if interested, they may sell hotdogs and soda or have a bake sale 
 Something New:  We will be offering vouchers to the community so that they may purchase 

clothing items.  If you would like to purchase a voucher, they will be sold in $5.00 amounts which 
will entitle someone to 20 items of clothing. Please let Maria know before May 26. 

 Proceeds benefit the Community Brunch and items for the clothing room. 
 
Says Nancy Spencer, “Looking forward to a little summer fun at the sale! “   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  Graduate News    
 

We would like to recognize and congratulate those members and friends of EFC, who 
are graduating from high school, college, graduate school, etc. this school year. 
Please send the news of your graduate, a relative, or a friend to the church office.  
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Our Welcoming, Open and Affirming Ministry: Every year our church 
proudly gives Dignity For All $500 Scholarships to area graduating high school 
seniors who have helped make their high schools a safer space for LGBT stu-
dents.  We do anticipate offering six such scholarships for the school year. 
Thanks for your ongoing support of this important act encouraging welcome, 
affirmation and openness, and gratitude for the leadership of youth      
throughout Schenectady County in advocating for safety, respect and inclusion 
for all, regardless of orientation or gender identity.  
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Community News 

CROP WALK 2021: Even though May 2 has passed, you can still donate to the CROP Walk in two 

ways:   
  

 You can donate online using your credit card at the website noted crophungerwalk.org. In the 
Search box on the top right, type in Emmanuel Friedens Church. 

  

 Alternatively, you can write a check payable to CWS/CROP and send it to the church office or 
put it into the collection plate on Sunday. If donating by cash, please make sure you identify 
that the money is for the CROP Walk. Faye Bailey will make sure the funds get to SiCM.   

  

To date, Emmanuel Friedens has raised $ 1,765 in  donations.  Thank you everyone!             
 

**Donations will be accepted through May 31. 
 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

The Interfaith Community of Schenectady will hold a  panel discussion on  Wednesday,  May 

19 @ 7:30 pm via Zoom entitled, “The Guidance of Faith and Perspective in Challenging Times.” 
The panel, representing four leaders of faith in the Capital Region, will debate such questions as 
“how does faith and perspective guide us during times of societal unrest and  uncertainty?” All are 
welcome to participate-just send an e-mail to schdyinterfaith@gmail.com and they will send you 
the Zoom link. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

COVID Vaccine Information 
All individuals that reside, study, or work in New York, age 16 and older,  are eligible to be          
vaccinated.  To schedule an appointment directly at a New York State-run site, go to New York 
State's vaccine scheduler and follow the instructions. Walk-in appointments are also accepted at 
New York State mass vaccination sites for all eligible adults. Any questions, call the vaccination 
hotline at (1-833-697-4829). 

  Denominational News 
 

 ABC Biennial Mission Summit, June 24-26 2021 (an on-line  experience),  
registration is open, check out www.americanbaptists2021.com 

  

 UCC New York Conference Annual Meeting will be in conjunction with 
the UCC General Synod, July 11-18, 2021 (on-line). Registration is open. 
Websites: www.generalsynod.org and/or uccny.org 

As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 
welcomes and 

affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, martial 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

STAY CONNECTED 
 
 
 
 
 

www.facebook.com/ 
emmanuelfriedenschurch 
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A Vision for Our Journey 
 

Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching, 
Committed to  
    Growing hearts and minds; 
     Learning openness, courage and love; 
      Serving with our neighbors; 
       Pursuing God’s justice and peace; 

Quarterly Business Meeting 
Sunday, May 23 following Sunday worship 

In-person or via Zoom 
Please plan to attend. Your voices are needed. 

http://crophungerwalk.org
https://am-i-eligible.covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov/
https://am-i-eligible.covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov/
tel:18336974829

