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The Journey has begun! We have recently embarked on a pilgrimage entitled A
Journey of Joy and Justice. As part of the Journey, on April 28 we had a visit with
Jazmin Puicon, who spoke with us about Cali, Colombia where Lynn Carman Bodden, Jonathan Tejada and I are headed in July to attend the Global Baptist Peace
Conference.

Included in This Issue…
From the Pastor’s
Desk…

1

Sabbatical Notes

2-3

Upcoming Events
3,8
In Our Community
EFC Concert Series

4

Weeks Ahead in
Worship

4

Christian Education 5,7
Happenings

May Calendar

Issue 369

Dear Emmanuel Friedens Friends,

Office Hours
9 am-3 pm M-F

Insert

A Newsletter of Emmanuel Friedens Church
American Baptist and United Church of Christ Congregation
218 Nott Terrace, Schenectady, NY 12307
Rev. Peter J.B. Carman, Pastor

From the Pastor’s Desk...

Sunday Classes
(Sept-June)
11:15 am

Committee Notes
Graduate News

THE ENVOY

Issue 369 The ENVOY

6
6

Page 2

Sabbatical Notes
The Journey of Joy and Justice Has Begun!

-- By Jan Grigsby

As Pastor Peter writes in his column this month, our journey together has begun! He has shared about
our visit with Jazmin Puicón and has introduced our Mother’s Day visits from Rev. Ray Schellinger and
Rev. Dr. Adalia Gutierrez Lee. Here is what else we have in store on Sundays—
May 5 – Adult Class – Pastor Peter will share with the Adult Class an overview of where he will be going
this summer.
May 12 – 10:00 Worship, Rev. Ray Schellinger preaching; The Schellingers lead Adult Class
PICTURED : Our special guests this spring,
clockwise, from top: Jazmin Puicón,
Rev. Ray Schellinger & Rev. Dr. Adalia
Gutierrez Lee, Mary Armistead, &
William Garcia

Our second set of distinguished visitors join us on Mother’s Day, May 12. We are
blessed to have Rev. Ray Schellinger and Rev. Dr. Adalia Gutierrez Lee with us.
Both work for American Baptist International Ministries. Ray is global consultant
for Immigrants and Refugees. A passionate human rights advocate, he has spent
considerable time hearing the stories of refugees in Mexico. Adalia is an ordained
minister and a physician. She is the Area Director for Iberoamerica and the Caribbean for International Ministries, which puts her in conversation with church
leaders and missionaries throughout Latin America and the Caribbean.
On May 12, Ray is preaching a sermon entitled The Love of a Mother. Both Ray
and Adalia will lead us in conversation in the adult class following worship. I hope
you will bring your questions, concern for refugees and immigrants, and curiosity
about church life in the Caribbean and Latin America. Personally, I want to ask
Adalia and Ray about the relief efforts that local Latin American congregations
are undertaking near the borders of both Mexico and Venezuela. You may want
to learn more about the situation of churches currently in Nicaragua. This is a
good opportunity also to invite friends who have a passionate concern for refugees and immigrants.
As I travel with you through this month and the months to follow, I am profoundly grateful to be pastor of a church that is caring, thoughtful and puts conviction
to work in very real hands-on ways. I trust that the conversations we are beginning will cause us to listen closely for the call of Love, heed the Spirit, and fill us
with resurrection life.
In Christ’s Peace,
Peter

May 19 – Adult Class – Lawyer Mary Armistead will discuss the work she does with immigrants in the
Capital District, especially with human trafficking victims. A graduate of Queens University in
Charlotte, NC, and Albany Law School, Mary is currently an Equal Justice Works Fellow (Crime
Victims Justice Corps) at the Legal Project in Albany. Equal Justice Works is a national program
that provides opportunities for law students and lawyers like Mary to work in public service and,
in particular, to improve access to legal services for the underserved. Among her numerous service activities in law school, Mary worked as a Clinical Fellow at the Immigration Law Clinic of Albany Law. The Legal Project, which is hosting Mary’s Fellowship, was founded by the Capital District Women’s Bar Association in 1995 to provide free and low-cost legal services to the working
poor, victims of domestic violence and others who are underserved in the Capital District. You
can read more about these programs at: legalproject.org and equaljusticeworks.org.
(continued on page 3)
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June 2 – Adult Class – William Garcia, Union College Professor of Spanish and Hispanic Studies, will share
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Emmanuel Friedens Church
Concert Series

The Weeks Ahead
in Worship

his experiences in the countries Pastor Peter will be visiting. Some of you may have met Prof. Garcia when he translated for our recent Brazilian visitors. A native of Arecibo, Puerto Rico, Professor
Garcia graduated from the University of Puerto Rico at Mayagüez and earned his MA and Ph.D. in
Spanish and Portuguese from Rutgers University. At Union, he serves on the Advisory Board of the
Latin American & Caribbean Studies [LACS] program and is an active advocate for LACS. He teaches
and does research on Latin American theater and cinema, Caribbean and US Latino literatures, visual culture, gender studies and performance. Professor Garcia has taken numerous Union students
on terms abroad to countries in South America.
June 9 & 16 – Adult Classes– study of ¡Gracias!, Henri Nouwen’s book about his travels with the poor in
Bolivia and Peru and the challenges faced by the Church in Latin America. Rev. Phil and Jan Grigsby,
and Sandy Detwyler will lead these classes.
June 30 – No Adult Class – CHURCH-WIDE GOING AWAY PARTY for Pastor Carman!!

Upcoming Events in Our Community

SiCM’s Summer Lunch Program
Group Leader: We are looking for an interested person to be the group leader for EFC’s summer lunch volunteers. This person must attend the summer
meals training session on Wednesday, May 29 at the Schenectady Public Library in The McChesney Room
from 6-7:30 PM. Our church must have a representative present at this meeting as the volunteer training
is mandatory for group leaders. Training material will be available on SiCM’s website for the group volunteers to review and complete at their convenience, but must be completed before volunteering at a summer meals site.
If you are interested in becoming the group leader for EFC, please notify the church office.
Serving Lunches: For over 20 years, Schenectady Community Ministries have served summer lunches to
Schenectady young people, 18 years and under. A total of 53,162 (includes breakfast and lunch) meals
were served in 2018; 19 fixed sites, 11 mobile, and over 1,200 volunteers, many of which return each
year.
Emmanuel Friedens supplies volunteers for this program every summer. Our site will be the downtown
Schenectady Public Library, the week of July 22-26 from approximately 11:15 am to 1:30 pm. If you would
like to volunteer, please contact the church office.

Schenectady LGBTQ PRIDE Festival
This event will be held on Sunday, June 2 from 2 –6 pm on the Jay Street Marketplace in downtown Schenectady, celebrating 50 years of progress since the Stonewall uprising. There will be lots of activities,
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Sunday, June 2
@ 3 pm:
Folk Singer,
Dan Berggren
We are pleased to welcome back Dan Berggren in concert– From Choir Boy to Folk
Singer.
Dan Berggren is a tradition-based songsmith who writes with
honesty, humor and a strong sense of place. His engaging
concerts invite audiences to join in on songs that explore the
lives of hard working folks and the many dimensions of
home.
With roots firmly in the Adirondacks where he was raised, his
music branches out across many borders. Along the journey
from choir boy to folk singer, Dan worked in the woods with a
forest ranger and surveyor, was a radio producer in Europe
for the American Forces Network, and is professor emeritus
of audio/radio studies at SUNY Fredonia.
For 45 years, the award-winning musician and educator has
entertained audiences in this country and overseas in Europe,
the British Isles and Central Africa. His company Sleeping Giant Records has produced twenty albums.
Environmentalist and best-selling author Bill McKibben writes:
“Dan Berggren is the sound of the Adirondacks, as much as
the water lapping against the granite shore of the lake or the
loon echoing in the sunset or the wind tossing the spruce
tops." And writing in Adirondack Life, Lynn Woods said of Dan,
his "hymns to the ordinary take on magical significance."
The concert is free and open to the public. A reception will
follow Dan’s performance. Don’t miss this highly recommended concert– you will enjoy it. And bring your friends
(Photo by Erica Miller)

Sunday, May 12: Fourth Sunday in Easter/
Mother’s Day, Communion Sunday. Reading: Exodus 2:1-14, Sermon The Love of a
Mother. Rev. Ray Schellinger will be guest
preacher.
Sunday, May 19: Fifth Sunday in Easter
Readings: Acts 11:1-18, John 13:31-35
Sermon: Everyone Will Know. Peter JB
Carman is preaching.
Sunday, May 26: Sixth Sunday in Easter
Guest Preacher and worship leader,
Rev. Jerrod Hugenot, Associate Executive
Minister American Baptist Churches of NYS
Sunday, June 2: Ascension Sunday/
Communion Sunday, Readings: Luke 24:
44-53, John 17:20-26; Communion
Meditation: That They May Be One.
Peter JB Carman is preaching.
Sunday, June 9: Pentecost
(Don’t forget to wear RED in
celebration of Pentecost)
Reading: Acts 2:1-21, Sermon:
Tongues of Fire. Peter JB Carman is preaching. Following worship: Albany Pride Parade and Festival, parade kick-off at 12
pm.
Sunday, June 16 : Pride Sunday
Recognition of the Dignity for All
Scholarship Award Recipients
Sunday, June 23: Children’s Sunday
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May 12 & 26: Children Worship Service
Children’s Sunday is June 23. A celebration will follow worship.

It has been the policy of the Christian Education & Activities Committee to pay ½ of one
week’s tuition for a summer camp. Funding can be provided in advance or as a refund,
whichever you prefer. The church office handles the requests for payment. Funding will
be available for the following camps: Pathfinder, Camp Vick, Camp Fowler and Camp
Scully. There are some materials available hanging on the door next to the church
office. However, we encourage you to visit the websites listed below for more specific information on camp
programs.
In addition, there are usually scholarships offered by the Capital Area Baptist Association (CABA) for Pathfinder
and Camp Vick; the UCC (Camp Medusa Legacy Fund) will also offer scholarships. When available, the church
office will be sending out scholarship forms to parents, as well as having forms available on the door next to
the office. If you have questions regarding the policy, please feel free to contact the CEA chairperson, Cassidy
Lent (snowstorm87@hotmail.com).
PATHFINDER/VICK: www.vpccministries.org, CAMP FOWLER: www.campfowler.org,
AMP SCULLY: http://campscully.squarespace.com

Upcoming Sunday Adult Classes (for more information refer to page 2-Sabbatical Notes)
Theme: Joy and Justice
May 12: Guests: Rev. Ray Schellinger and Rev. Dr. Adalia Gutierrez Lee will lead us in conversation. Both work
for American Baptist International Ministries.

The Trustees are planning a Church Clean Up Day
in coordination with Sri Sathya Sai Baba on Saturday, May 11 at 9:30 am. There will be a list of activities that will beautify our outside as well as
some for indoors, in case of rain. Please, come
and join us for a fun and community sharing
morning.

Federation Committee
The Articles of Federation Review Committee met
again on April 29. The committee decided on an
approach to review the document, and began that
review. The final recommendations of the committee will not be completed until the Federation
visioning by a hired facilitator is completed with the
congregation. The next meeting is May 15 at 6 pm.
Thank you to Charlie Reyes for volunteering to
round out the committee, so that there is 50/50
representation from both denominations. A nonmember is encouraged to join the committee. Please note that a copy of each meeting's
notes will be made available in the hallway mail
slots by the church office. Angela Keller, Chairperson

EFC’s Community Brunch

May 19: Guest - Mary Armistead , a lawyer for the Legal Project.

Saturday, May 25 from 10:30-11:30 am
Volunteers are always needed.
Clothing room will be opened.

May 26: No class –Holiday weekend

Church Council (mtg. held on May 20)

June 2: Guest- William Garcia, Union Professor of Spanish and Hispanic Studies

Church Council will meet at 6 pm rather than
6:30 pm to allow for a mini-retreat.

June 9 & 16: study of ¡Gracias!, Henri Nouwen’s book about his travels with the poor in Bolivia and Peru and
the challenges faced by the Church in Latin America. Rev. Phil and Jan Grigsby, and Sandy Detwyler will lead
these classes.

Our Welcoming, Open
and Affirming Ministry
Dignity for All Scholarships:
Donations Needed
Every year our church proudly gives Dignity For All
Scholarships in the amount of $500 to graduating
high school seniors from Schdy. County who have
helped make their high schools a safer space for
LGBT students. If you wish to contribute to this
worthy effort, checks can be made out to the
church with DFA SCHOLAR GIFT noted on the check
or accompanying note. Drop off or send to Maria in
the church office. All donations will be used for
scholarships. Thank you.
Dignity for All Award Presenters: We need volunteers to present the church’s Award to recipients
at their awards ceremony event. You do not have
to stay for the entire ceremony as the presenters
are usually placed at the beginning of the program.
Volunteers are needed for the following high
schools:
Mohonasen High School
Burnt Hills-Ballston Lake
Niskayuna High School
Schalmont High School
Scotia-Glenville High School

June 4 at 6:30 pm
June 6 at 7 pm
June 6 at 7 pm
June 6 at 6:30 pm
June 7 at 8 am

Please call the church office if you would like to
volunteer. Thank you.

June 23: Children's’ Sunday Celebration Party –No Adult class –All are invited to celebrate with the children.

Graduate News

June 30: No class –Church-wide going away party for Pastor Peter.

We would like to recognize and congratulate those members and friends of EFC, who are graduating from high
school, college, graduate school , etc. this season. Please send the news of your graduate to the church office.
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Christian Education Happenings (continued from page 5)

218 Nott Terrace
Schenectady, New York 12307

Upcoming Events in Our Community
(Continued from page 3)
Capital Pride and Festival, Sunday, June 9
@ 12 pm, Washington Park in Albany (Rain or Shine)

Sunday, April 14
Our Easter party was a success! Thank you
to Kevin and Ivo DePalma for organizing the
Easter egg hunt and making sure we had
treats afterwards. And a big thank you to
the Easter Bunny for visiting.

As a Welcoming and
Affirming/
Open and Affirming
Church, Emmanuel
Baptist Church and
Friedens United
Church of Christ
welcomes and
affirms
all persons without
regard to sex, martial
status, age , race,
sexual orientation, or
abilities, inviting all
into membership,
mission, and
leadership.

Emmanuel Friedens invites you to be a part of the largest Pride celebration in upstate New York! The Capital District Gay Pride Parade and Festival will be held on
Sunday, June 9 in Albany’s Washington Park. The parade steps off at 12 pm at the
intersection of Robin and State Streets in the park and continues down State and
Lark Streets returning to the park. Once again, our church will be walking in the
parade as a group. After the parade, take time to check out all the ongoing activities throughout the park especially our exhibit table. Please arrive in the park by
11 am if you plan on walking in the parade. Look for the church group near the
step-off point (Washington Park Road near State Street).
For more information about the parade and festival, check out the website:
(www.capitalpridecenter.org)

A Vision for Our Journey
STAY CONNECTED

www.facebook.com/
emmanuelfriedenschurch

Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching,
Committed to
Growing hearts and minds;
Learning openness, courage and love;
Serving with our neighbors;
Pursuing God’s justice and peace;
Inviting others to share the journey!

