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Being a Christian is not the easy definition we might suppose. We now live in 
an age in which belief in God is no longer the default setting. Charles Taylor, in 
his monumental work, A Secular Age, says that our culture is secular and there-
fore no longer Christian. It has long been my assumption that anyone who has 
the guts to say they are Christian deserves to be considered a Christian. Adding 
to our confusion, is that there are so many varieties of Christianity. The claims 
and counter claims bounce around like pin balls in an old machine at a pool 
hall. That certainly dates me, huh? Here a Christian, there a Christian, every-
where a Christian. I am routinely told by people of great and grave certainty 
that I’m not a Christian because I suggest that there are moral complexities  
involved in the issues of abortion, homosexuality, and immigration. I am also 
told I am not a Christian because I am a pacifist and oppose the death penalty. 
I’m not sure when we mixed up being a Christian with our political opinions, 
but it is now a train wreck.  
 

Then there’s the burden of truth. No one knows what is truth. Truth has been 
smashed into millions of tiny pieces. You have your truth. I have my truth. If 
our understanding of truth doesn’t fit another person’s understanding, we stop 
hanging out and go find other people who agree with us. This is a rather 
strange behavior for Baptists where we have always said that where two or 
three Baptists gather, there will be at least four opinions. The postmodern    
philosophers tell us that all truth claims are part of mega-narratives that are 
nothing but attempts at power and control. This puts Christianity is a bind     
because we claim to have the biggest mega-narrative in all of history. We claim 
to have the story.  
 

But look what a mess we have made of it. In Ephesians 4 we read, “I therefore, 
the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which 
you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing 
with one another in love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called 
to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and 
Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all.” 

(continued on page 2) 
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One body? Did he say one body? We have hundreds. 
  

One Spirit? Did he say one Spirit? The Holy Spirit scares most Christians.  
 

One Lord? Oh, my this is out of hand. Our nation has more lords than we can count.  
 

One faith? Not on our watch.  
 

One baptism? Now, Paul is out of control. Immersion? Sprinkling? Infant? Believer’s?  
 

One God and Father of all. Communion? Church polity? Authority? Bible? Creeds? Sacraments?  
Doctrines? What a mess!  
 

We know we are not one. Look at us divided into more pieces than a five-pound slab of bacon. All 
the denominations all claiming to have the truth, and in some cases claiming to be the only true  
believers. And all the Baptists – all 57 denominations of us – fighting and dividing and doing       
whatever we can to increase the chaos in Christianity.  
 

There’s too much individualism in Protestant faith. People wander off here and there with every 
new doctrine or new-fangled idea. Old heresies get rebranded as knowledge, as esoteric ways of 
being spiritual. And in the process, the church gets left behind.  
 

I suggest that there is a lesson we can learn from Roman Catholics here. For good or ill, what it 
means to be a “Catholic” is to be a member of the church. If a Catholic says, “I don’t believe in God,” 
he means he is mad at the church. When Baptists and UCC’ers are mad at the church they either 
join another church or they quit. Catholics, for better or worse, stick with the Church. This doesn’t 
mean there aren’t Catholics who stop attending, but even those who stop attended are still haunted 
by that great “gift” of Catholicism, guilt. They still know they should be in church. In contrast, our 
people, the Protestants, make up a list of alleged reasons of why we are justified in not being part of 
the church.  
 

Nothing reminds us of how hard it is to be a Christian and still be part of the church than Lent. This 
is the season for us to change our minds about the church and come home. Seriously, come home. 
Will you come home this Sunday?  
 
Blessings, your pastor and friend, Rod 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
We were saddened to hear of the death of one of our longtime members of the church, Patricia 
Bumbarger, who passed away on February 27, a few weeks after her 96th birthday.   
 

Pat had moved away to Massachusetts (MA) several years ago to be close to family. She was an    
active member of our church, always volunteering her time. She was a member of our women’s 
group, Niles Judson Circle, which met monthly for lunch during the year. Even though she moved out 
of the area, Pat received the church’s monthly newsletter keeping up with all the news from the 
church.  The church always held a special place in Pat’s heart.  
 

A private memorial service will be held sometime at the end of the summer when the family can all 
gather in MA.  Expressions of sympathy may be sent to the family at the following address: Margaret 
Forbush, 15 Clarks Cove Drive, South Dartmouth, MA   02748.  It was Pat’s request that memori-
als  in her honor be made to Emmanuel Friedens  Church. 
 

Worship  In the Coming Weeks 
(Live in –person, Zoom link or online) 
Rev. Dr. Rodney Kennedy  will lead worship and preach. 
 

March 12: Third Sunday in Lent 
Readings:  Exodus 17: 1-7, John 4:5-42 
Sermon: “Water from the Rock” 
 

March 19: Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Readings: Ephesians 5:8-14, John 9:1-41 
Sermon: “The Light of the World” 
 

March 26: Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Readings: Romans 8:6-11,  John 11: 1-45 
Sermon: “Lazarus Laughs!” 
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Looking Ahead to Holy Week Services 
 

Palm Sunday, April 2 
Maundy Thursday, April 6 

Easter Sunday, April 9 

IN MEMORIAM 
Patricia Bumbarger 

February 8, 1927-February 27, 2023 
Member of  Emmanuel Friedens Church 

Sunday Worship  remains available via Facebook Live on the Church’s           
Facebook Page (https://www.facebook.com/Emmanuel-Friedens-Church-
122934277889274/)  and by Zoom, with a Zoom link and passcode being sent 
to the congregation each week (via the Sunday bulletin). 
 

And for video recordings of all worship services, a link is available on the 
church’s website, www.emmanuelfriedens.org—Home page.   

Special Offering  
 
America for Christ/Neighbors in Need 
 
March is the month we support neighbors throughout the United States! We will receive special 
offerings throughout March to support our wider church families’ important ministries of love and 
justice throughout the US and Puerto Rico.  We invite you to support either America for Christ 
(American Baptist Churches) or  Neighbors in Need (The United Church of Christ).  
 

The  America for Christ (AFC) Offering 2023 campaign is Grace Upon Grace, inspired by John 1:16-17 
which reads — "From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.” 100% of the donations received 
through this offering goes to support  the ministries of the  American Baptist Home Mission Society 
(ABHMS).  Last year, thanks to AFC Offering contributions, the ABHMS continued to support        
communities  distressed by the devastation of COVID-19, as the pandemic swept through the US and 
Puerto Rico. They also helped families who lost homes due to natural disasters of floods, wildfires 
and storms,  helping innocent children living in conditions of poverty, and seminarians preparing to     
devote their lives to sharing the Good News. Those were  just a few of the ways that ABHMS         
ministered to those in need. And there were many more.  ABHMS is hoping to raise $1.5 million to 
support American Baptist missions and ministries through the Baptist churches and community    
partners across the US and Puerto Rico. 
 

Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special annual mission offering of the United Church of Christ (UCC) 
that support ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States.” The theme of this 
year’s offering is “Behold! The wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back 
by fraud, are crying out against you….” (James 5:4 ). Two-thirds of this offering is used by the UCC’s 
Justice and Witness Ministries to fund a wide array of local and national justice initiatives,        
advocacy efforts and direct service projects. One-third of the offering supports the UCC’s Council 
for American Indian Ministries (CAIM). This year, special consideration will be given to            
supporting organizations and projects that are serving our immigrant neighbors and                 
communities. 
 

Both offerings support the important ministries across the US, in our two respective denominational 
families. Appropriate envelopes are provided in your newsletter, or may be picked up in church, or 
sent to you from the church office when requested.  And you can also make an online donation on 
the church’s website (http://emmanuelfriedens.org/Give_Online/). Please consider a generous gift! 
Thank you.   
 
For more information, check out the following websites: 
https://abhms.org  and https://www.ucc.org/neighbors-in-need-special-mission-offering/ 
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Community News 
 

CROP HUNGER WALK TO BE HELD ON MAY 7, 2023 

Photo from a previous CROP hunger walk that departed from Emmanuel Friedens Church.  This year’s 
CROP will depart from Trinity Community Center, 705 Curry Road, Rotterdam. 
 
Weather related disasters have displaced nearly 24 million people globally. Food production is       
casualty of these weather related disasters.  
 

Church World Service (CWS), the sponsor of the CROP Hunger Walk, is helping farmers access seeds 
and learn new techniques for growing food in changing soil.  They also teach building techniques so 
schools and homes can be built to withstand future natural disasters and assist communities in 
learning new income generating skills.  
  

When we walk and/or recruit others to sponsor us we are raising funds for local non-profits that 
distribute food like Schenectady Community Ministries in addition to helping to feed people world
-wide and build resiliency for adaptation to weather related challenges. 
 

Of the funds that we raise in the Capital District area, 25% stays locally. The remainder support 
CWS programs for our neighbors around the world. 
 

Join us for this year’s CROP Walk on May 7, 2023.  Call or text Sandy George (518-366-4614) or Faye 
Bailey (518-764-8901) for more information on signing up to walk, recruiting sponsors and            
contributing.  
 
 
 

 

March 2023: The Envoy-Issue 410  Page 5 

Christian Education and Family Fun Day 

Adult Sunday Class  

Title: Seeing Church Membership Again for the First Time 
 

Discussion Leader: Rev. Kennedy 
 

When: Following Sunday worship  through March 26 
 

Description: We will explore the church as it is presented and proposed in the New Testament, take a 
look at the church’s multi-faceted history, and discuss what it means to be a church member today. 
The course will double as a prospective new member class for those interested in considering      
membership and as a refresher course for long-time members.  
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Family Fun Day: Sunday, February 12 
 Having fun roller skating  and  

enjoying lunch together. 
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2023 Easter Plant Order Form 
 

 

Purchased  

by  :___________________________________________________________________ 
 

In memory of: 
 ____________________________________________________OR_________________ 

In celebration of:  
 _______________________________________________________________________ 

   

Plant Choice:   ___  Lily Cost: $14/each  Number of plants:  _____ 
    ___ Mum* Cost: $12/each  Number of plants:  _____ 
  
*Color of mum:  ___white  __yellow  ___lavender/purple (please check a color choice) 

  
OR 

  
 ____  I  would like to donate to the purchases of Easter Plants (either for the sanctuary or 

homebound member) 

  

 
Total Amount: ______ Cash  _____ Check (made payable to Emmanuel Friedens Church) 
  
____  Will pick up plant(s) after the Easter service                   Please return the form by  March 31. 
____  Will leave the plant(s) after the Easter service 
 
____  Would be available to deliver a plant to a homebound congregation member  

Spring plants will be ordered to beatify the sanctuary for Easter Sunday. To order a spring plant, 
a lily or chrysanthemum, or both, to decorate the sanctuary on Easter Sunday and have for the 
Easter season,  please complete the above form and  return it  by  Friday, March 31.  Please 
make your check payable to Emmanuel Friedens Church, memo note, “Easter Plants.”  You can 
either mail the form and payment to the church office or place these items in the offering plate 
on Sundays.  You can also make the payment via the church’s  website under Flower Fund, and  
under Note (optional) add the words “Easter Plants.”  If you are paying via the church’s        
website, you must complete the order form and send it to the office so that Maria is aware of 
your order.    Thank you. 

As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 
welcomes and 

affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, marital 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

STAY CONNECTED 
 
 
 
 
 

www.facebook.com/ 
890-; ]\ 
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A Vision for Our Journey 
 

Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching, 
Committed to  
    Growing hearts and minds; 
     Learning openness, courage and love; 
      Serving with our neighbors; 
       Pursuing God’s justice and peace; 
        Inviting others to share the journey! 

Remember to set your clocks ahead 1 hour   
before going to bed this Saturday, March 11. 

Daylight Savings Time begins on 
March 12 at 2 am. 


