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A Newsletter of  Emmanuel Friedens Church 

American Baptist and United Church of Christ Congregation 
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Rev.  Peter J.B. Carman, Pastor 

A Word From the Pastor 

 
 

Thank you for the welcome and hospitality. To welcome and to 
offer hospitality are of the essence of Christian faith. There were 
20 of us there on Sunday and when the pandemic ends, I want 
to tell you well in advance that I’d love to see you here in 
church. Your church has a great history and now let’s build a 
great future.  
 
When I first saw the name of the church, Emmanuel Friedens, 
my mind went EF. I recalled an old television ad for EF Hutton. 
“When EF Hutton speaks, people listen.” (Paraphrase). I want us 
to commit to communicating the gospel with such clarity, joy, 
and persuasiveness that people will say, “When EF Church 
speaks, people listen.” 
 
The Book of Acts has a word for those kind of Christians: bold. 
The Greek word is parrhesia and it means fearless speech. For us 
it will mean powerful, fearless communication with the larger 
community.  
 
And so a new saga begins for EF and Dr K. May the Lord bless 
you all!  
 
Reverend Dr. Rodney Kennedy 
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  Sunday Worship   

(Live in –person, Zoom link or online) 
 

Rev. Dr. Rodney Kennedy  will  
lead worship and preach. 

 
Sunday, March 7: Third Sunday in Lent 
Communion Sunday 
Readings: Numbers: 21:4-9, 1 Corinthians 1:18-25, 
John 3: 14-21 
Sermon: “Savior on A Cross, Snake on A Stick”  
 
Sunday, March 14: Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Readings: Exodus 20:1-17, Ephesians 2:1-10,     
John 2:13-22 
Sermon: “Commandments and A Temple” 
 
Sunday, March 21: Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Readings: Jeremiah 31:31-34,  Hebrews 5:5-10, 
John 12:20-33 
Sermon: “The Melchizedek Way” 
 
Sunday, March 28: Palm Sunday 
Readings: Isaiah 50:4-9a, Philippians 2:5-11 , Mark 
14:1-Mark 15:47  
Sermon: “The Story of the Cross” 
 
Sunday, April 4: Easter 
Communion Sunday 
Readings: Acts 10: 34-43,  Mark 16:1-8 
Sermon: “Easter Prequels and Sequels” 
 

LENTEN STUDY: HOW TO BE A 
CHRISTIAN IN A SECULAR 
WORLD  
 

Dr. Kennedy's Lenten Study will be 
available on our church web page 
and Facebook beginning this week. 
There will be two video presentations 
each week until the end of the      
season of Lent. You are encouraged 
to watch the presentations as part of 
your Lenten discipline.   
 
In addition, Dr. Kennedy provides a 
Lenten devotional each morning by   
e-mail for everyone on our church     
e-mail list.  
 

_______________________ 
 

Sermons 
 

Dr. Kennedy’s sermons from the past 
Sunday will be sent out via mail and  
e-mail during the week, as well as  
being posted on the church’s website 
under “Worship”.  

Sunday Worship  remains available via Facebook Live on the Church’s Facebook Page (https://
www.facebook.com/Emmanuel-Friedens-Church-122934277889274/)  and by Zoom, with a 
Zoom link and passcode being sent to the congregation each week (via the Sunday bulletin). 
 

And for video recordings of all worship services, a link is available on the church’s website, 
www.emmanuelfriedens.org—Home page.   

https://www.facebook.com/Emmanuel-Friedens-Church-122934277889274/
https://www.facebook.com/Emmanuel-Friedens-Church-122934277889274/


 

Special Offering  
 

America for Christ/Neighbors in Need 
 

March is the Month We Support Neighbors Throughout the United States! 

 
Both offerings support the important ministries across the US, in our two respective denominational 
families. Appropriate envelopes are provided in your newsletter, or may be picked up in church, or 
sent to you from the church office when requested.  And you can also make an online donation on 
the church’s website (http://emmanuelfriedens.org/Give_Online/). Please consider a generous gift! 
Thank you.   
 
 

 For more information, check out the following websites: 
https://abhms.org/support/give/where/afc/  and https://www.ucc.org/giving/ways-to-give/our-
churchs-wider-mission/neighbors-in-need/ 
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The theme for this year’s American Baptist America for Christ Offering (AFC) is “For the Purpose 
of Equipping Saints” (Ephesians 4:11-13). The money received through this offering goes to sup-
port the many aspects of the work of American Baptist Home Mission Society (ABHMS).  In 2020, 
thanks to AFC Offering contributions, the ABHMS supported communities distressed by the dev-
astation of COVID-19, as the pandemic swept through the US and Puerto Rico. They also helped 
families who lost homes to floods, wildfires and storms, along with children living on the edge be-
cause of poverty, and seminarians preparing to devote their lives to sharing the Good News. 
Those were  just a few of the ways that ABHMS ministered to those in need. And there were 
many more.  

Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special annual mission offering of the United Church of Christ that 

also goes to “support ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States.” The 

theme of this year’s offering is simply “All children have the right to simply be children”. Each 

year, NIN funds support the Council for American Indian Ministry, and the UCC's Justice and Wit-

ness Ministries to support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service pro-

jects through grants. Neighbors in Need grants are awarded to churches and organizations doing 

justice work in their communities. These grants fund projects whose work ranges from direct ser-

vice to community organizing and advocacy to address systemic injustice. This year, consideration 

will be given to projects focusing on serving immigrant communities.  

During the month of March, we will receive special offerings to support our wider church fami-
lies’ important ministries of love and justice throughout the US. We invite you to support    
America for Christ (American Baptist Churches) or Neighbors in Need (The United Church of 
Christ).  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Dale Hedman, our congregation member and friend, died in the early morning hours of March 6 
from complications of Myasthenia Gravis.  Dale was a member of Emmanuel Friedens Church; very 
active in the adult education program here at the church and taught many biblical courses as part of 
adult education.  His funeral service will be held on Friday, March 12 at 9 am, St. Kateri Tekakwitha 
Church on Rosa Road in Schenectady. Interment will follow.   Donations in Dale’s name may be made 
to the City Mission of Schenectady.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 News from the Community Brunch 
 

During the year, we have seen a decrease in guests attending the brunch due to COVID concerns. As 
vaccination becomes more available I am certain we will see our numbers go up again. I had Maria 
put an ad in the Daily Gazette to remind folks about the church’s brunch and clothing room. The ad 
brought in a  lot of folks and we had almost 60 guests, up from 25 in January. 
 

We offered Sunday Breakfast to go in lieu of Sunday Supper. Our guests took home boxes of cereal, 
oatmeal, coffee, sugar, cream and granola bars. Our meal was homemade macaroni and cheese, 
fresh baked ham and cheese sandwiches, snacks, pudding and assorted drinks. We have continued to 
follow all COVID protocols for serving food.  
 

Thank you all for the generous donations. Shout out to Deb Lent for her support, even in recovery! 
As always a big thank you to my brother Jim, Jocelyn, Linda, Aiden, Sylvester, the youth  group, 
Maria and Faye (who does it all), for making this brunch mission a success! 
 

We are planning a clothing sale in the near future and will be looking for volunteers to fold and sort. 
The date is TBA. Thank you for helping to keep this program open every month since the start of 
COVID    …. Nancy Spencer 
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IN MEMORIAM 
 

Dale E. Hedman 
August 22, 1935-March 6, 2021 



 

  
 

 
Schenectady Community Ministries (SiCM): 
 

 SAVE THE DATE: CROP Walk, Sunday, May 2 

      New Schenectady CROP Walk website: https://www.crophungerwalk.org/schenectadyny  
      2021 CROP Walk is Virtual.  If interested in  joining a team, recruiting or  making a donation,            
      contact Faye Bailey. 
 

 Thank you to EFC members/friends who donated to the “Souper Bowl of Caring “ event which 
took place on Sunday, February 7.  As a church, we raised over $200. 

 

 Pass on the word. Every fourth Thursday of the month, SiCM has a mass food distribution at their 
location on Albany Street,  drive-through or walk-up, 9 to 11 am 

COVID–19 Vaccine Signup Information: Using the “AM I Eligible” link (see below) is the quickest way 
to see if you're eligible and make an appointment. Over 12 million New Yorkers are now eligible for 
the vaccine. Eligible groups include doctors, nurses and health care workers, people age 65 and over, 
first responders, teachers, public transit workers, grocery store workers, public safety workers and 
New Yorkers with certain comorbidities and underlying conditions.  The link below gives a list of 
state-sponsored locations where you can receive the vaccine. You can also call the New York State 
COVID-19 Vaccination Hotline at 1-833-NYS-4-VAX (1-833-697-4829) to make an appointment or to 
receive updated information on state-sponsored locations.  
Link: https://am-i-eligible.covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov/ 
 

Once you have successfully scheduled an appointment, you will receive a confirmation e-mail that 
contains a barcode. You will need to bring this to your appointment.  Vaccines are limited but if you 
are willing to travel away from the area (e.g., SUNY Potsdam), you may be able to receive the        
vaccine sooner. Also, check out  CVS and Walgreens pharmacies websites for available vaccine ap-
pointments., and  keep an eye out for pop-up vaccination days at various locations. 
 

Congratulations 
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Community News 

Children Dedication: During Sunday worship on January 24, we  
celebrated the Dedication of Emilia Maria Lynn and Emmanuel 
John Frederick Reyes, born on November 18. Congratulations to 
their parents, Charlie and Edwin, and big brother, Elias and     
members of the Lent and Reyes families.                                  

 

HOLY WEEK SERVICES 
 

Palm Sunday 
 

March 28 
 

Our worship begins  
@ 10:00 am live on Facebook or in-person 

We remember Jesus’ joyful procession into Jerusalem. 
Palm Sunday marks the beginning of Holy week. 

 

Maundy Thursday 
 

April 1 
 

A remembrance of Jesus’ Last Supper with his friends.  
Joint worship with First United Methodist Church 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Easter Sunday 
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April 4 

 
Our worship begins  
@ 10:00 am live on  

Facebook and in-person. 

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/schenectadyny
https://covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov/phased-distribution-vaccine
tel:18336974829
https://am-i-eligible.covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov/
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Community News 

Easter Plant Order Form 
Purchased by: 
 _________________________________________________________________ 

In memory of: 
 ____________________________________________________OR___________ 

In celebration of:  
 _________________________________________________________________ 

   

Plant Choice:   ___  Lily Cost: $12/each  Number of plants:  _____ 
    ___ Mum* Cost: $12/each  Number of plants:  _____ 
  
*Color of mum:  ___white  __yellow  ___lavender/purple (please check a color choice) 

  
OR 

  
 ____  I  would like to donate to the purchases of Easter Plants (either for the sanctuary or home-
bound member) 
  
Total Amount: ______ Cash  _____ Check (made payable to Emmanuel Friedens Church) 
  
____  Will pick up plant(s) after the service                         Please return the form by March 24. 
____  Will leave the plant(s) after the Easter service 
____  Would be available to deliver a plant to a homebound congregation member  

 To order a spring plant, a lily or chrysanthemum, or both, to decorate the        
sanctuary on Easter and have for the Easter season,  please complete the form 
below and  return it  by March 24.  Please make checks payable to Emmanuel 

Friedens Church, memo note, “Easter Plants.” 

Daylight Savings Time 
Remember to set your clocks ahead 1 hour before going 

to bed on Saturday, March 13. Daylight Savings Time    

begins at 2 am on March 14. 

As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 
welcomes and 

affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, martial 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

STAY CONNECTED 
 
 
 
 
 

www.facebook.com/ 
emmanuelfriedenschurch 

 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, New York  12307 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, NY  12307 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

March 20 
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A Vision for Our Journey 
 

Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching, 
Committed to  
    Growing hearts and minds; 
     Learning openness, courage and love; 
      Serving with our neighbors; 
       Pursuing God’s justice and peace; 


