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Dear Friends,  
 
I want to invite you to join a spiritual adventure, a Journey of Joy and Justice.  I 
will be taking a sabbatical journey in July, August and September. Before, during 
and after that time away, our congregation will also be taking a joyful journey, 
while in this place. We will receive some amazing visitors on Sunday mornings, 
and other times, who will lead us on that path! Details will be emerging in the 
weeks ahead—and you can start finding out more by reading the article in this 
Envoy.   
 

But that’s later. Let’s talk about now. Lent is a lovely time to begin a pilgrimage 
together.  The theme, for this first chapter in our Journey of Joy and Justice, is 
Turning to the Wilderness.  
 

That may seem like a strange approach, for a church on the edge of an urban 
downtown! But city and wilderness are not so far apart as some folk think! There 
are wild places right here, as was attested by one of our guests  at the monthly 
Saturday Brunch at Emmanuel Friedens. Every month she walks to the brunch 
with a small child.  Last year, on one occasion they had a (very) close sighting of a 
coyote, in the heart of the little forest in Vale Park, just across the street and 
down a short path from your church. It was, for one young mother, a moment of 
wonder. But it also carried fear.  
 

However, the coyote in the park is not the main reason for our Lenten theme. 

Turning to the wilderness was, for our spiritual ancestors, a symbolic reliving of 

exile, and a reminder of the harsh and yet gracious natural space in which God 

created a people out of chaos! Invoking wilderness memories was an entry to 

prayer in praise of the amazing care and love of God. For ancient Jews, a central 

part of their identity was the collective memory of ancient Israel’s wandering for-

ty years in the desert, following captivity in Egypt. It is not an accident that Jesus, 

according to the gospel stories, began his ministry with a forty-day time of    

prayer, fasting and testing in the wilderness. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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We are often afraid of the things we do not understand! Yet we long for a wilderness home that is in 
our spiritual and physical DNA. The wilderness-- both interior wilderness and the exterior wild places 
that are closer than we think--remain powerful realities. 
 

I invite you to journey with me for forty days and forty nights, turning to the wilderness-- to be tested, 
to be sustained, to be healed and restored. There are a variety of ways we can do this together! One is 
through Wednesday Evening Candlelight Prayer in the Chapel, for five Wednesday evenings from 
March 13 to April 10, at 7 PM. Another way to take the journey is through our Sunday morning wor-
ship! A third is through the bible study and reflection that will serve as our adult class offering on     
Sundays throughout the season, also titled Turning to the Wilderness. And whichever of these paths 
you choose, here is a little personal homework for Lent 2019! Consider these queries: 
 

1. What are the wild places I need to visit, to begin (or renew) a Journey of Joy and Justice                 
personally? 

 How does my relationship with God’s creation need healing? 
 How as people of faith do we need together to find places where joy, justice and creation meet? 
 
In the Peace of Jesus, 
Peter 
Peter JB Carman, Pastor  
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

We were saddened to hear of the death of longtime church member Anna Ria Soellner.  Ria passed 
away the morning of February 20, 2019 while in Hospice Care at the Home of the Good Shepherd in 
Saratoga. A  memorial service was held on Sunday, March 3 at 3 pm at  Emmanuel Friedens Church.   

Expressions of sympathy may be sent to the family at 74 Oakdale Avenue in Schenectady 12306. 
 

 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

Anna Ria Soellner 
October 7, 1930—February 20, 2019 

 

A member of our church since 1963 

(continued from page 1) 
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By Jan Grigsby 
 

Our generous Pastoral Sabbatical grant from the Lilly Foundation includes money for congregational      
renewal, as well as for our Pastor. Much is still tentative, but here is an early report on some of the ways 
our Emmanuel Friedens congregation will also engage in a journey of renewal, studying Joy and Justice. 
 

April 28 
Kickoff event. We will be joined by Jazmin Puicon, a Union College graduate who is finishing her 
Ph.D. on women activists in Cali, Colombia.  Jazmin is an energetic Cali native who will share her 
inspiring story to get us thinking about the current situation in Colombia. 

May-June  
The Adult Education class will study a book by Henri Nouwen, Gracias! about his travels in Latin 
America. Also, we have invited Ray Schellinger and his wife Adalia Gutierrez Lee, both of whom 
work with International Ministries of the American Baptist Church in Central and South America, to 
spend a weekend with us.  And, we are negotiating to have experts from New England who have 
worked with undocumented immigrants to meet with us, helping to inspire us to expand and re-
vive Emmanuel Friedens’ ministry in these areas. Some of these may be moved to the fall – our  
calendar is getting full! 

June 30 
Church-Wide Send-Off PARTY!!  To send Peter on his sabbatical, an all-church celebration with   
music, food and lots of joy! 

July 1 – September 30 
Peter travels and studies in Colombia, Mexico and Brazil.  In the fall, he and Lynn will visit relatives 
in Europe and will walk on the Camino de SantiagoA in Spain. We will also have an event about the 
Camino for the congregation in the fall. 

 

Worship, Pastoral Care & Administrative Matters – a committee is arranging coverage for this     
period. We are looking for people who can serve for at least several weeks at a time so that we 
have stability as we carry on without Peter.  

July 15-20 
 Peter, Lynn , and Jonathan Tejada from EFC will attend the Global Baptist Peace Conference in   
 Cali,  Colombia 
Early October (date To Be Announced  {TBA])  

Grand Welcome Home Party for Peter on his return from sabbatical. 
Fall (TBA) 
 Several of Peter’s friends from his travels will visit us and share their experiences   
 

So much will be happening.  I hope you are getting excited!  Next month’s column – more details, plus   
answers to the question: Just what is this Lilly Foundation grant, anyway? 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
A
 Camino de  Santiago (the Way of St. James) is a large network of ancient pilgrim routes stretching across Europe 

and coming together at the tomb of St. James (Santiago in Spanish) in Santiago de Compostela in north-west Spain.  

Sabbatical Notes 
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Christian Education and Activities  

Adult Sunday Classes  
 

March 10:  Part two of Approaches to Conflict, led by Jim FitzGerald. Title: Using conflict to deepen relation-
ships and understanding. Description:  Participants will explore a set of strategies that can be used immedi-
ately to help transform relationships in meaningful and positive ways. (The first class was held on January 
13; Title: Conflict Styles, Description: Using an interactive game, participants were introduced to five        
approaches to conflict, identified their own approach, and explored the pros and cons of each style.) 
 

Jim FitzGerald, a conflict resolution practitioner, is Director of Services at Mediation Matters, and active at 
Emmanuel Friedens Church.                                                                                                             

  (continued on page 5) 

Worship During Lent 
 
Ash Wednesday Service on March 6: 

An ecumenical service was held at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in Schdy. We joined our friends from St.  
Joseph’s and from First United Methodist Church to observe the beginning of the season of Lent. 
 

Sunday, March 10:  First Sunday in Lent 
Reading: Luke 4:1-13; Sermon: 40 Days in the Desert  
 

Sunday, March 17: Second Sunday in Lent 
Readings: Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18, Luke 13:31-35; Sermon: A Flaming Torch  
 

Sunday, March 24: Third Sunday in Lent 
Readings: Isaiah 55:1-9, Luke 13:1-9; Sermon: Resilience  
 

Sunday, March 31: Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Readings: Joshua 5: 9-12, Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32; Sermon: Prone to Wander  
 

Sunday, April 7: Fifth Sunday in Lent, Communion Sunday 
Readings: Psalm 126, Isaiah 43: 16-21; Communion Meditation: God of the Wild Things  
 

Sunday, April 14: Palm Sunday, Procession of the Palms 
Reading: Luke 19:28-40; Sermon: When Stones Shout   
 

Thursday , April 18: Maundy Thursday  
Service of Remembrance of the Last Supper with Schenectady First United Methodist Church  
at Emmanuel Friedens Church, 7 pm 

 
Wednesday Evening Candlelight Prayer will be held in the Chapel  

on Wednesday evenings, starting March 13 through April 10 at 7 pm. 
 



 
 

 

 
 

Adult: Lenten classes: A discussion of the scriptures used during worship throughout  Lent, with the theme, 
“Turning to the Wilderness”  Individuals and /or families will lead the class based upon their personal           
reflections of the scripture for that Sunday.  
 

March 17:  Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18, Luke 13:31-35; Faye Bailey along with the Wednesday Night Bible Study        
         group will lead the class. 
 

March 24:  Isaiah 55:1-9, Luke 13:1-9; Jeanne and Ray Andersons will lead the class. 
 

March 31:  Joshua 5: 9-12, Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32;  April 7:   Psalm 126, Isaiah 43: 16-21 
 

April 14:  Luke 19:28-40 
 

 
Sunday, March 10 and 24: Children’s Worship Service 
SAVE THE DATE:  Sunday, March 14—Easter Party following worship. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
News From …..  
 

Nominating Committee/Church Council 
 

We have two open positions for 2019: 
 

Chairperson for the Congregational Support and Membership Committee (2-year term) 
 Home visitation and nurture for those unable to attend services 

 Interview potential new members and recommend to congregation 
 Maintain membership "rolls" 

(continued on page 6) 
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Christian Education and Activities  

Emmanuel Friedens’ annual pool party was held 
on Sunday, February 24 at the Glenville YMCA. 

Prior to swim time, the “crew” enjoyed  
a pizza lunch at the church.   

The pool party was a success. Thank you to all 
the families who attended.  And thank you to 

CEA for sponsoring the event– and coordination 
by Cassidy Lent  and Charlie Reyes. 

 

News From ….. (continued from page 6) 
 

Schenectady Community Ministries (SiCM)-Delegate (1 yr term, now through February 2020) 
 Attend and  participate in monthly delegate meetings and special events, e.g., CROP Walk 
 Share information with EFC congregation 
 Encourage participation in SiCM  
 

Please contact the following individuals if you are interested in serving: Chuck Lent, Cassidy Lent, Ev Kauffman 
or Jocelyn McKinney 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

America for Christ/Neighbors in Need 
 

March is the Month We Support Neighbors Throughout the United States! 
 

During the month of March, we will receive special offerings to support our wider church families’ important 
ministries of love and justice throughout the US. We invite you to support America for Christ (American Baptist 
Churches) or Neighbors in Need (The United Church of Christ).  
 

The theme for this year’s American Baptist America for Christ Offering is Cultivating Leaders—Equipping Disci-
ples—Healing Communities. The money received through this offering goes to support the many aspects of 
the work of American Baptist Home Mission Society (for many years known as “National Ministries”). The 
offering, writes Executive Director Rev. Jeffrey Haggray, “impacts thousands—through ministries with margin-
alized children, disaster response, prisoner re-entry and aftercare, immigration and refugee resettlement, pub-
lic witness and advocacy, resources that equip Christian leaders, chaplains who bring comfort to those in hospi-
tals and nursing homes, and so much more.”  
 

Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special annual mission offering of the United Church of Christ that also supports 
ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States. The theme of this year’s offering is simply 
Love of Neighbor Each year, one-third of NIN funds support the Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). 
Two-thirds of the offering is used by the UCC's Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM) to support a variety of jus-
tice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects through grants. Neighbors in Need grants are 
awarded to churches and organizations doing justice work in their communities. These grants fund projects 
whose work ranges from direct service to community organizing and advocacy to address systemic injustice. 
 

Both offerings support the important ministries across the US, in our two respective denominational families. 
Our custom as a federated church is initially to make envelopes available for church members according to our 
denominational affiliations. Of course, if you wish to make an additional offering to support both, additional 
envelopes, appropriately marked, are available on Sunday mornings throughout the month. 
 

Please consider a generous gift! Thank you. 
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Special Offering 



 
 

 
 

For more community and   
   denominational news -  

Always check out the church bulletin 
board for information.   
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 Community News 
 

SAVE THE DATE: Schenectady CROP Hunger Walk 2019 
Sponsored by Schenectady Community Ministries (SiCM) 

May 5, 2019 (rain or shine) 
Time/Location: 2 pm start  

at Emmanuel Friedens Church 

 
 

.   
      

Good turn-out  for the CROP Walk Recruiters Meeting  
held on February 26 at EFC. 

Program by the Schenectady County Historical Society 
(SCHS) 
Presenter: Michael Diana of the SCHS 
When/Where: Saturday, March 16 at First United Methodist  
Church, Fellowship Hall  starting at 10:30 am—1:30 pm 
Presentations:  African American History in Schenectady and  In 
Whom We Trust: At the Crossroads of Faith and Community” A 
light fare will be available between the two programs. 
 
 

Poor Peoples Campaign in Albany Event 
Rev. Dr. Liz Theohari's, National Co-chair of the Poor Peoples 
Campaign: A National Call for Moral Revival, will be speaking on 
Saturday, March 16 at 6:30 pm at the First Presbyterian 
Church, 362 State St. in Albany. Her discussion will be entitled, 
“The New and Unsettling Force: An Uprising of the Poor and 
Working Class.” Suggested donation is $10. The event is co-
sponsored by the Labor—Religion Coalition of NYS.   

 April 2019 
 At A Glance 

 

Every Wednesday @ 7 pm 
Lenten Services through April 10 

 

Monday, April 1 
April Fool’s Day 

 

Sunday, April 14 
Palm Sunday 

CEA’s Easter Party 
 

Maundy Thursday (4/18) Service 
7 pm @ EFC 

 

Easter Sunday, April 21 
Reception following the service 

 

Saturday, April 27 
EFC’s Community Brunch 

10:30 –11:30 am 
______________________ 

 

The April  issue of the Envoy will be avail-
able the week of April 1, 2019 The dead-
line to submit articles, committee news, 
announcements, etc. is Wednesday, 
March  27, 2019 .   

As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 

welcomes and affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, martial 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

STAY CONNECTED 
 
 
 
 
 

www.facebook.com/ 
emmanuelfriedenschurch 

 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, New York  12307 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, NY  12307 
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A Vision for Our Journey 
 

Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching, 
Committed to  
    Growing hearts and minds; 
     Learning openness, courage and love; 
      Serving with our neighbors; 
       Pursuing God’s justice and peace; 

SiCM Food Offering 
 

For many residents of Schenectady and our surrounding communities, food    
insecurity is a constant concern. One way in which we as a congregation respond 
to that need is through our partnership with SiCM, Schenectady Community 
Ministries.  This year the needs at the SiCM Emergency Food Pantry are particu-
larly acute. In response, your Church Council recently voted to have a monthly 
food offering. Each month, on the first Sunday of the month, as a special com-
munion offering, we will receive food for the Pantry. IF it is easier you are also 
welcome to make a cash offering or make out a personal check to the church 
with a clear designation for SiCM Food Pantry on the memo line! The offering 
will begin the first Sunday in April, April 7. We will emphasize a single food item 
that is much needed for each month. For April, you are warmly invited to bring a 
jar (non-glass) of peanut butter. 


