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From the Pastor
Jesus and Replacement Theory
Replacement theory has been in the news lately. The idea, fomented by a
group of neo-Nazis and white supremacists, is that white people are being
replaced by immigrants. In our current partisan mess, some liberals have
decided that everyone on the other side of our great divide is an advocate of
replacement theory. This is not even close to the truth.
Rather than engage in all the muddle and fuddle about replacement theory as
a political problem, I want to talk about Jesus and the idea of replacement. In
the sermon on the mount, Jesus says, “You have heard that it was said to
those of ancient times, ‘You shall not murder’; and ‘whoever murders shall be
liable to judgment.’ But I say to you that if you are angry with a brother or
sister, you will be liable to judgment; and if you insult a brother or sister, you
will be liable to the council; and if you say, ‘You fool,’ you will be liable to the
hell of fire.
“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a
tooth.’ But I say to you, Do not resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes you on
the right cheek, turn the other also; and if anyone wants to sue you and take
your coat, give your cloak as well; and if anyone forces you to go one mile, go
also the second mile. Give to everyone who begs from you, and do not refuse
anyone who wants to borrow from you.
Jesus replaced the bar for good behavior by raising it. Some people excuse
bad behavior with, “Well at least he didn’t murder anyone.” Jesus says that
being angry makes us accountable to judgment. Jesus says that insulting
others makes us liable. Calling people a “fool” or other such nasty names,
makes us liable to the hell of fire. Jesus replaces our entire current political
atmosphere with a standard of accountability for our words and deeds.
(Continued on Page 2)
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Jesus replaced the way we deal with violence with suffering love. Jesus replaced the way we deal
with money in greedy ways with generosity and giving. He replaced our usual way of idolizing the
rich and the powerful by drawing on the gift of every human being, even the most humble. He
replaced the way we deal with a corrupt society by teaching us how to build a new one rather than
destroying the old. Jesus replaced our usual heteronormative, masculine pattern by giving us a new
pattern of relationships between men and women, parents and children, persons of various races
and sexual orientation by providing us a radical new vision of what it means to be a human person.
Jesus replaced the idolatry of nationalism with a new attitude toward the state and the enemy
nations.
Jesus replaced “getting even” with “going the second mile.” Nothing says “politics” in the USA like
revenge, but Jesus has replaced revenge with reconciliation. Jesus replaced our usual way of dealing
with offenders with forgiveness. Never trust the vengeful. Never put any stock in those who live to
exact revenge.
Jesus has always been in the replacement mode. The problem we face is that we keep trying to
replace the clear teachings of Jesus with the old ideas that he originally replaced. We don’t have the
standing to undo the politics of Jesus. We are called to help him produce an order that is not established and continued through violence. If the church is not willing to work toward the replacements
made by Jesus, the world will have no alternative to the violence hidden in our fear of one another.
Blessings, Rod
____________________________________________________________________

Sunday Worship
(Live in-person, Facebook Live and Zoom)
Rev. Dr. Rodney Kennedy will
lead worship and preach.
Sunday, June 12: Trinity Sunday
Reading: Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31
Sermon: “The Wise Woman”
Sunday, June 19: Second Sunday after Pentecost
Father’s Day, Baptismal Service
Reading: 1 Kings 19:1-4. 8-15
Sermon: “The Evil Woman”
Sunday, June 26: Third Sunday after Pentecost
PRIDE Sunday Service
Reading: II Kings 2:1-2, 6-14
Sermon: “I’ll Take Two!”

Sermons
Dr. Kennedy’s sermons from the past
Sunday will be sent out via mail and e-mail
during the week, as well as being posted
on the church’s website under “Worship”.
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Committee News

Church Happenings
Welcoming Our New Member

Update on Dignity for All Award Scholarships

Emmanuel Friedens joyfully welcomes our
newest member, Heather Charboneau to the
Emmanuel Baptist Church family. Heather
comes to us by profession of faith and baptism.
May the Lord bless her.

Our church, each year, proudly gives Dignity For All $500 Award Scholarships to
area graduating high school seniors who have helped make their high schools a
safer space for LGBTQ+ students.
We were delighted to award the $500 scholarships to the following 2022 high school recipients:
Rigel Gordan from Burnt Hills-Ballston Lake, Rachel Wheeler from Niskayuna, Aliyah Colon from
Schalmont, John Diaz from Schenectady, and Ellie Mott from Scotia-Glenville.
It is truly a privilege to be able to honor these young people who follow their convictions and work
so hard to advance social justice among their peers. We extended an invitation to these students
to attend the church’s Pride Service, which will be held on Sunday, June 26. We hope they will
attend so that the congregation can recognize them as award winners.
Thank you to Jocelyn McKinney, Aiden Legendre, Debra Lent and Jeanne and Ray Andersons for
representing the church and presenting this award to the high School students.

Youth Group Mission Trip (Report from Nancy Spencer)
The weekend of May 28-30, the combined youth groups of
Emmanuel Friedens and First United Methodist traveled to
Liverpool, NY and participated in an intergenerational
mission trip. On the first day, they helped pack emergency
supplies and flood buckets. These supplies are shipped all
over the world when disaster strikes an area. Then, on to
Camp Casowasco on Owasco Lake in the Finger Lake
region, where we all stayed for the weekend. It is a
beautiful camp owned by the United Methodist Church.
The group took a trip to the Harriet Tubman National
Historic Park in Auburn, NY and to the National Women's
Hall of Fame in Seneca Falls, NY. It was a wonderful time
for everybody involved. Thank you for your continued
support of the youth in this church.

From the Brunch Committee
The kick-off to the summer brunch will be Saturday, June 25. We will be serving chicken, beans,
chips, and salad. We could use donations of soda cans and water bottles. We like to give everyone a
water to go after the brunch.
We are accepting items for the clothing room again! Things that we are short of are:
Mens : shoes/flip flops/boots, jeans/sweat pants, t- shirts, pajama pants
Womens: t shirts...extra large, sweat pants, always need new or gently used socks, underwear, bras
Dresses!!! Dresses are very popular.
Sheila Freres with son Conor
assembling disaster buckets.

Childrens: sizes 12-18
We have a lot of little people clothing but teenage clothing is sparse.
Always need toiletries and detergent!!
Hold on to winter clothing until the Fall-we have limited space for storage.
Thank you for your support.
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Congratulations
To Our 2021-2022 Graduates
Trevor Radez earned an Associate of Science degree in Computer
Information Systems from Hudson Valley Community College on
May 14, 2022. Trevor graduated on the college’s President’s List
and received the Distinguished Award for Computer Science. He
also received an academic excellence award in biology. Trevor will
continue his education at SUNY Polytechnic Institute, pursuing a
bachelor’s degree in Computer Science. He anticipates graduating
in May 2024. Trevor is the son of Cheryl Beauchamp and Jody
Radez

Mary Mitchell earned her Bachelor of Science degree in
Nursing from SUNY Downstate Medical Center, College of
Nursing in August 2021. She follows in the proud tradition
of her grandmother, the late June Schermerhorn! She is
currently employed by NYU Langone Hospital in New York
City. We are all very proud of her accomplishments! Mary
is the daughter of Nancy and Chris Spencer.

It’s not too late to send in your graduate news! We would
like to recognize and congratulate the graduate in the next
Envoy.

Community News
A Reminder: Capital Pride and Festival, Sunday, June 12 @11:45 am , Washington Park in Albany (rain
or shine) Parade check-in/ line-up (step-off point) is 10 to 11 am near the Soldier and Sailors Monument; the parade will step off at 11:45 am. Look for our church group at the step off point. Once
again, our church will be walking in the parade as a group. After the parade, take time to check out all
the ongoing activities throughout the park especially our exhibit table under the tent
Please join Jocelyn McKinney and Aiden Legendre at the Pride Event. They would love the help of
volunteers to march and carry the banner and hand out giveaways at the table until they're gone.
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Community News
Phil Grigsby Memorial CROP Hunger Walk 2022: The CROP Walk
event was held on Sunday, May 1. Although this was the third year
that we could not walk as a group through the streets of Schenectady,
friends and team members still walked on this day or before knowing
that they would be walking to end hunger locally (25% of the money
raised stays in Schenectady) and globally. Donations collected are at
$35,000 and more are coming in.
Emmanuel Friedens raised $1,930 in donations ($1,500 was the goal).
Thank you everyone! And thank you to Faye Bailey for being the
church’s CROP Walk representative.

Hamilton Hill Arts Center proudly presents the 22nd annual
celebration of Juneteenth-celebrating the end of slavery– the
weekend of June 17-19. The event will take place at 3 different
locations; Vale Cemetery on June 17 starting at 6 pm, Central
Park on June 18 starting at 1 pm, and Sankofa Sculpture Park
(412 Schenectady Street) on June 19 starting at 10 am. These
events are open to the public and FREE! Vendors, food , crafts,
performances by local talent and more.

Denomination News: New York Conference, United Church of Christ
Conference Minister David R. Gaewski is retiring as Conference Minister after 10 years of servant
leadership with the NY conference. His years of service both at the Conference and with his ministry
(over 25 years) will be celebrated at the annual meeting, which will be held June 10-12 at Silver Bay,
NY. Rev. Dr, Marsha Williams has been chosen by the Conference Board of Directors to be the
Transitional Conference Minister.
We were saddened to hear of the death of Sueli Alves (da Costa) Gaewski on Friday, May 27 after a
brief stay in Hospice. She was the wife of Conference Minister David Gaewski.
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One Great Hour of Sharing:
A Special Offering in June

218 Nott Terrace
Schenectady, New York 12307

The month of June is when we receive our annual One
Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) Offering, a partnership
shared by the American Baptist Churches (ABC) and United Church of Christ (UCC). Through the work of Church
World Service and through each denomination’s disaster
relief efforts, funds from the offering go to respond to
water projects, hunger, disaster relief, education and
empowerment.
The theme for this year is “Love Remains.” To borrow
from a child’s story written for this years OGHS offering:
Martee lived in a very poor village in Liberia, a country
located on the coast of western Africa. The only school in the community was a dilapidated structure
where often times classes were held in the Antioch Baptist Church sanctuary due to the conditions.
But she was happy to attend. Because of the condition of the school, all the students were constantly
mocked for attending a ”make-shift” school. But Martee and the other students had no other
options. The pastor of the church requested grants from OGHS which helped with building a new
school building. Martee is now more encouraged and confident about her future and that of her
community. One Great Hour of Sharing restored dignity for Martee and for all the children who
attend the Antioch Baptist School.
Appropriate envelopes are provided in your newsletter. They may also be picked up in church or sent
to you from the church office when requested. And you can also make an online donation on the
church’s website (http://emmanuelfriedens.org/Give_Online/). Checks should be made payable to
Emmanuel Friedens Church with a clear designation in the memo line: OGHS UCC or OGHS ABC.
Whether you give through the ABC or the UCC, we hope you will consider this important
offering. Thanks in advance for your gift.
For more information, check out the following websites:
https://www.abc-oghs.org
https://www.ucc.org/giving/ways-to-give/our-churchs-wider-mission/one-great-hour-of-sharing/

It’s Back-Save The Date

As a Welcoming and
Affirming/
Open and Affirming
Church, Emmanuel
Baptist Church and
Friedens United
Church of Christ
welcomes and
affirms
all persons without
regard to sex, martial
status, age , race,
sexual orientation, or
abilities, inviting all
into membership,
mission, and
leadership.

STAY CONNECTED

www.facebook.com/
emmanuelfriedenschurch

August 15 – August 26, 2021
Monday- Friday
9:00-1:00

Sunday Worship remains available via Facebook Live on the
Church’s Facebook Page (https://www.facebook.com/EmmanuelFriedens-Church-122934277889274/) and by Zoom, with a Zoom
link and passcode being sent to the congregation each week (via
the Sunday bulletin).
And for video recordings of all worship services, a link is available

A Vision for Our Journey
Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching,
Committed to
Growing hearts and minds;
Learning openness, courage and love;
Serving with our neighbors;
Pursuing God’s justice and peace;

