THE ENVOY
Contact Us:
(518) 374-4114
ebcfried@nycap.rr.com

Issue 349 The ENVOY

A Newsletter of Emmanuel Friedens Church
American Baptist and United Church of Christ Congregation
218 Nott Terrace, Schenectady, NY 12307
Rev. Peter J.B. Carman, Pastor

www.emmanuelfriedens.org

Rev. Carman’s E-mail
pjb.carman51@gmail.com
Minister of Music
Michael P. Harrison
mpharrison@comcast.net
Worship Hours
Sunday @ 10 am

From the Pastor’s Desk

Dearly Beloved,

Included in This Issue…
1-2

Worship Schedule 2-3
Church News/
Events

3-4

Church Family
News

4, 6-7

Summer Happenings 5
Christian Education &
Activities
5-6
Community News

7

Notes of Thanks

7

July At A Glance

8

Continued from Page 1

One aspect of the work we support together and through our extended church families is disaster relief. For example, through American Baptists, in 2016 One Great Hour of Sharing Funds supported volunteer teams going to Baton Rouge to help rebuild after devastating floods. In 2016, UCC Disaster Ministries supported emergency food and shelter in many situations: Haiti and Cuba, post-Hurricane
Matthew; Ecuador post-earthquake, and others.
Another side of the work we share is helping folk survive and recover and thrive, in the face of ongoing
and often human-made crises. These efforts include partnering with local communities for agricultural
development; education for refugees and displaced people; and deep wells that help struggling communities have sufficient water.

Matthew 25:35

Office Hours (M-F)
9 am-3 pm
Summer: 9 am-1 pm

Insert
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“I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink….”

Sunday Classes
(Sept-June)
11:15 am
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In the three short years I have been with you, I
have learned that Emmanuel Friedens Church is a
HANDS-ON church. This month we are invited to
help, enable and support hands-on ministry
throughout the world. Just as we enthusiastically
support the work of volunteers in our local food
pantry, and love to provide hospitality at our
monthly brunch, we can support the hands-on
ministry and strong partnership with local faith
communities trying to make a difference around
the world-- offering empowerment, support and
tools, in the face of what often looks like overwhelming human suffering.
For many years, American Baptists, the United
Church of Christ (UCC), and seven other denominations, have partnered to do important disaster
relief and development work both internationally
and in the US, through the One Great Hour of
Sharing Offering. At Emmanuel Friedens Church,
we receive this offering every June.
A major portion of the funds received each year goes to Church World Service,
the hard-working ecumenical agency we support through the CROP Walk! The
rest of the money goes to work through our denominations and their local partners in places all around the world.
Continued on Page 2

Please give generously to these efforts and many more, through the offering we receive all through the
month of June. You may contribute either through the American Baptist Churches USA or the United
Church of Christ. Appropriate offering envelopes may be found here in your Envoy (if you receive it by
mail), or on the table at the back of the sanctuary on Sunday morning!
In Christ’s Peace,
Peter
______________
Peter JB Carman, Pastor
______________________________________________________________

Summer worship schedule for the
months of July and August,
our service begins @ 10 am
in the Chapel
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WEEKS AHEAD in WORSHIP
Sunday, June 11: First Sunday after Pentecost
Readings: Psalm 8, 2 Corinthians 13:11-13
Sermon: Grace, Love and Community, Peter JB
Carman is preaching.
Sunday, June 18: Second Sunday after PentecostPRIDE Sunday at Emmanuel Friedens Church—
Worship will be led by members of the church as
we celebrate and renew our commitment to the
full inclusion of all in the church. We will present
and recognize the recipients of this year’s Dignity
for All Award, graduating seniors in our six local
public high schools who have worked to make our
world a safer, better more inclusive place for
LGBTQ people.
Sunday, June 25: Third Sunday after Pentecost
Reading: Genesis 21:8-21
Sermon: Abraham’s Offspring, Peter JB Carman is
preaching.
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CHURCH NEWS & EVENTS

CHURCH NEWS & EVENTS

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

2017 CROP Walk - The Annual CROP Walk, sponsored by Church World Services and the Schenectady Inner City Ministry (SICM), was held Sunday,
May 7 at our church. Although the weather was not
ideal, there was a huge crowd on hand who came
out to walk the 5K route to raise funds to fight hunger. To date, money for the Walk is still coming into
SICM, so at this time, the amount raised is unknown.

Our Welcoming, Open and Affirming Ministry

We are starting a new, monthly column in the Envoy about our church family. If you would like to
share brief notes with significant information regarding you and your family, please send us your
article or announcement to the office.

Emmanuel Friedens’ walkers raised $1,273 this
year! Many thanks to the generous sponsors who
made donations, and to our walkers and volunteers
(Faye Bailey, Pastor Peter Carman, Sharon Carter,
Sandy/John Detwyler, Pat McAllister, Jocelyn McKinney, and Maria Puccio.

Capital Pride and Festival, Sunday, June 11
@ 12 pm, Washington Park in Albany
(Rain or Shine)
Emmanuel Friedens invites you to be a part of the largest
Pride celebration in upstate New York! The Capital District
Gay Pride Parade and Festival will be held on Sunday, June
11 in Albany’s Washington Park. The parade steps off at 12
pm in the park and continues down State and Lark Streets
returning to the park. Once again, our church will be
walking in the parade as a group. After the parade, take
time to check out all the ongoing activities throughout the
park especially our exhibit table. Please arrive in the park
between 11-11:30 am if you plan on walking in the parade. Look for the church group near the step-off point
(Washington Park Road near State Street).
For more information about the parade and festival, check
out the website: (www.capitalpridecenter.org)

Sunday, July 2: Fourth Sunday after Pentecost,
Communion
Reading: Matthew 10: 40-42
Meditation: Whoever Welcomes Me, Peter JB
Carman is preaching.
Sunday, July 9: Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Outdoor Worship at the CHURCH PICNIC
10:00 am, details to follow.
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Dignity For All Award

Two of our volunteers: Patricia McAllister
and John Detwyler

Monday, June 12: The Niles Judson Circle will
meet for their June luncheon at The Glenville
Queen Diner in Glenville (Rt. 50) @ 1 pm. All
women of the church are invited to attend.
Please call Josephine Cristy (573-2876) if you
plan on attending.
The walkers gathering in Fellowship Hall

(Church Events-Continued on Page 4)

The Welcoming, Open and Affirming Committee of Emmanuel Friedens Church offers the Dignity for All Scholarship Award to individuals within schools in Schenectady
County who have gay support organizations or formal Gay
-Straight Alliances (GSA). The scholarship is given to a
graduating senior who has worked to create an atmosphere in which actual or perceived gay, lesbian, bisexual,
or transgender students and their straight allies may obtain an education free from discrimination, harassment,
violence, and abuse.
We were delighted to award the scholarships to the following high school recipients: Emma Jones from Burnt
Hills-Ballston Lake, Emma Mahony from Niskayuna, Kaliegh Reed from Schalmont, Kayla Petersen from Schenectady, and Jay Zeman from Scotia-Glenville. It is truly a
privilege to be able to honor these young people who follow their convictions and work so hard to advance social
justice among their peers.

Mary Mitchell graduated
for the University of Rhode
Island on May 20, ‘17 with
a degree in Biological Sciences. We are so proud of
the woman she has become. We would like to
thank this church for all of
their love and support
throughout her life. So
many of you in this church
have helped Mary become who she is today. It
is a blessing to be a part of this church family. Mary will be moving to Providence Rhode
Island and has accepted a job in the Pharmaceutical industry. Although we will miss her, we
know that great things await her on her journey.
"Be strong and courageous. Do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you
wherever you go." Joshua 1:9. … Nancy Spencer
Mary is the daughter of Nancy Spencer and John
Mitchell, stepdaughter of Chris Spencer, and
granddaughter of June Schermerhorn.
(Continued on Page 6)
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CHURCH NEWS & EVENTS – HAPPENINGS IN THE SUMMER

Issue 349 The ENVOY

Page 6

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION & ACTIVITIES
(Continued From Page 5)

When I think of the EFC rummage
sale, I think less of fundraising and
more of community service. There
are so many of our brunch guests
who have needs and the rummage
and clothing sales give them the
opportunity to meet those needs.
There has never been a shopper
who left saying we charged too much! A busy church is a
safe and welcoming church.

The School of Wonder and Mystery

It is that time of year again! The School of Wonder
and Mystery (SWM), where children are encouraged to make the impossible possible! Our theme
this year is Our Daily Bread. We will be running
the program from August 14 -25 from 9 am-1 pm,
offered to children entering Kindergarten through
Grade 8. We will again offer free snacks and lunch.
Registration forms will be available in the office.
Forms will be due August 11. More information
Our yearly rummage sale will be held on Saturday July 8 will be forthcoming. Any questions, please contact
2017. We are asking for donations and volunteers. As the the program director, Charlie Reyes, phone/text
time gets closer, we will put out a list for specific jobs. The (694-6589) or (clloves21@hotmail.com).
plan is to set up on July 6 & 7. We will plan a bake sale as
well. This is a really fun day in the life of the church. We Fundraiser: The School of Wonder and Mystery
hope to see you there! Proceeds will be given to the will be doing an auction on Sunday, June 18 folOutreach and Mission Committee. Thank you. Nancy lowing worship. I am hoping you can all make it
for a very fun-filled Sunday School hour. I am also
Spencer
looking for donations to be auctioned off. These
donations can include handmade items, any gifts
or talents that can be shared, and time or energy
SAVE THE DATE
you would be willing to donate. For example, I plan
Sunday, July 9
on donating a night's worth of childcare to some
lucky couple wanting to go out on a date night.
Any donations would be greatly appreciated and
all proceeds will be going to the School of Wonder
and Mystery. Again, I hope to see you all there.
Please contact me with any donations or questions. … Charlie Reyes

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION & ACTIVITIES

Just a reminder! The Christian Education and Activities (CEA) and Children and
Youth Committees have decided to endorse four camps this year; Pathfinder,
Camp Vick, Camp Fowler and Camp Scully (a day camp). There are materials
available on the door next to the church office but visiting the websites will
provide more specific information (see below).
It has been the policy of the CEA Committee to pay ½ of one week’s tuition for a camp. Funding can be provided in advance or as a refund, just let us know. In addition, the Capital Area Baptist Association (CABA)
offers scholarships for Pathfinder and Vick, and the UCC (Camp Medusa Legacy Fund) will also offer scholarships. The office will be sending out the scholarship forms to the parents and the forms are also available
on the door next to the office.
Camping is a wonderful childhood experience and we hope you take advantage of this opportunity for your
children. If you would like to use the committee funding or if you have any questions or concerns, please
feel free to contact a member of the CEA/Children & Youth Committee . If you would like to use our funding or if you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact a member of the CEA/Children &
Youth Committees.
PATHFINDER/VICK: www.vpccministries.org, CAMP Fowler: www.campfowler.org,
CAMP SCULLY: http://campscully.squarespace.com,

End of Year Sunday School Pool Party
Who’s Invited: All Children and Youth Sunday classes, teachers and parents
When: Sunday, July 9 after the church picnic
Where: At Marilyn and Bart Bisgrove If you plan on attending, RSVP by Sunday, July
2 to Marilyn bisgrove@nycap.rr.com 374-7626
Bring snacks to share!

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
(Continued From Page 4)

Adult Sunday Classes:
June 11: From Delmar to Thee Hill to Delmar. Joani Jameson will share her adventure of the long journey
to Ordination Candidate for the United Church of Christ. All questions and comments greatly encouraged.
June 18: Intergenerational class and School of Wonder and Mystery Fundraiser
June 25: “Church Talk Back” - Join an important discussion following the worship service to reflect on our
church vision, share your dreams for the church and why you come, contribute to a list to develop our focus and learn about the work of the Restructuring Committee.
Weekly adult classes will resume in September.

Grandchildren Update from Marilyn Bisgrove:
David Bisgrove is still attending SUNY New Paltz and will be graduating in December with a major in Computer Science. For the summer, he is going to be working for his grandmother (Althea Nelson) at Glen
Eddy. He will be her full time aide and she is thrilled.
(Continued on Page 7)
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Mary Bisgrove has just moved to Bozeman, Montana from a farm south of De Moines, Iowa where she has
lived since Sept 2016 receiving training in therapeutic horsemanship. Her goal is to attend Montana University to continue this program. In order to do this, she must get her residency in Montana which means
iving and working there for 1 year. She is now enrolled in WWOOF (Willing Workers on Organic Farms),
which is an organization that enables people to live and volunteer on a variety of organic properties. Volunteers (“WWOOFers”) help on the land and home for 4-6 hours a day and hosts provide the food and accommodations.

218 Nott Terrace
Schenectady, New York 12307

July 2017
At A Glance

Community News:

Announcement by the Affirmative Action of Schdy. County: The Department of
Social Services of Schdy. County has began accepting applications for the upcoming Caseworker/
Caseworker Trainee Exam. The application deadline for the exam is June 26, 2017. For more information,
please contact the office of Miriam Cajuste, 388-4233, ext. 44171. Also, check the church’s bulletin board.

NOTES OF THANKS
Emmanuel Friedens received the following notes/cards:
Dear Emmanuel Friedens’ Mission Committee,
“… Within the Campus Protestant Ministry, I have been fortunate enough to strike up beautiful and meaningful friendships and been able to grow as a person…. Without this community, I would be a different person, and I would not have found my niche. Thank you for allowing this to happen with your gracious support and donation. God Bless. Thank you Again!” …… Jacquelyn (Union College, Class of 2020)
Dear Emmanuel Friedens,
Thanks so much! We really appreciated being able to hold our May Friendship Celebration at your lovely
church. We miss our dear member, Malinda Myers. ... Nancy Bellamy, President, Colette O’Dell, Vice President, Church Women United.
Dear Maria, Dave, and Everyone at Emmanuel Friedens,

Sunday Worship in the Chapel
starting July 2 @ 10 am
Tuesday, July 4-Independence Day
Church office is closed.

As a Welcoming and
Affirming/
Open and Affirming
Church, Emmanuel
Baptist Church and
Friedens United
Church of Christ
welcomes and
affirms
all persons without
regard to sex, martial
status, age , race,
sexual orientation, or
abilities, inviting all
into membership,
mission, and
leadership.

Dear Emmanuel Friedens,

STAY CONNECTED

To the Niles-Judson Circle of Emmanuel Friedens Church,
Thank you for collecting the boxes of chocolate to give to the parents who came to our Christmas toy
store. It was so special for the parents to be able to have this gift to share with their families. We helped
over 1,000 children with toys this year and your gift made Christmas even sweeter. Thank you again and
have a blessed year! … Your Friends at the City Mission of Schenectady

Saturday, July 8
Rummage Sale
8 am-12 pm
Sunday, July 9
Worship in the Park
Picnic to follow.
Location to be determined
End of Year Sunday School
Pool Party (@ the Bisgroves
following the picnic)
Saturday, July 29
Community Brunch
10:30 –11:30 am
___________________
The summer issue of the Envoy will be
available the week of July 10, 2017.
The deadline to submit articles, committee news, announcements, etc. is
Monday, July 10. Thank you.

Thank you very much for once again allowing us to use your kitchen and fellowship hall. Your church is
beautiful and we are grateful for your help in making our community pancake breakfast a success. Thank
you! … Diane and the Our World Montessori Staff
“I’d like to thank you for awarding me the Dignity for All Award and Scholarship. I have won quite a few
awards in my career as a student but this award mattered more to me than any other recognition I have
had. ….Deep Peace, Wolffa Robbins (Wolffa will be attending our Pride Worship Service which will be held
on Sunday, June 18)
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www.facebook.com/
emmanuelfriedenschurch

A Vision for Our Journey
Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching,
Committed to
Growing hearts and minds;
Learning openness, courage and love;
Serving with our neighbors;
Pursuing God’s justice and peace;
Inviting others to share the journey!

