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Campaign of Schenectady Community Ministries, whose Executive Director, Rev. Phillip Grigsby, a
member of our church, recently announced his retirement. Later that day, many of us will be
attending Phil’s retirement party on the Union Campus, just down the street from our church.
In the midst of it all--challenging times, busy schedules, and significant changes in our lives-- let us
remember to be a community of love to one another, and most especially to those for whom this
congregation represents hope and welcome.
In the Peace of Christ,
Peter
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

As we begin a new decade, if you are like me, your feelings are likely mixed-great optimism for the future and deep concern for the world, nation, city
and communities in which we dwell. I have been reflecting that, more than
ever, the life of a faith community is good and is necessary! We need, and our
world needs, communities that care, that worship together and work together for a more just and compassionate world. We need the kind of faith and
communion that provide solace and sanctuary, challenge and guidance in turbulent times.

Worship Hours
Sunday @ 10 am
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That is a pretty fair description of Emmanuel Friedens Church. Do we do all
these things successfully every day? No one does. And yet worship together
we do, and care we do and work together we do. We are genuinely welcoming, open and affirming as a church— with attitudes, hospitality and actions
rooted in the heart.
Recently visitors who came to visit on a Sunday morning shared with me that
they were looking for a new church. One thing that drew them to our congregation was that we are clear about the welcome of people of every sexual orientation and gender identity, something that had been missing in the community they were previously part of. That clarity and welcome, for more than
two decades now, made this congregation a possibility for them. In turbulent
times, all of us feel the need for a place where we are affirmed and welcomed
openly, whoever we are!
January is a busy month at Emmanuel Friedens. On Sunday the 12th, we share
in a special community building event and potluck meal. On Sunday the 26 th,
we have our annual meeting—where as a congregation we make important
decisions for our future, including the determination of an annual budget and
the election of officers, and whether to make a significant gift to the Capital
(Continued on Page 2)

The Weeks Ahead in Worship
Sunday, January 12: Community Building Event with
Communion and Potluck - Community Building led by
Mediation Matters; worship and communion led by
Rev. Jerrod Hugenot, Associate Executive Minister,
American Baptist Churches of New York State
Sunday, January 19: Second Sunday after the Epiphany
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Sunday
Readings: Psalm 40:1-11, 1 Corinthians 1-1-9
Sermon: Beloved Community
Peter JB Carman is leading worship and preaching.
Sunday, January 26: Third Sunday after the Epiphany
A very different worship experience organized by your
Moderator, Chuck Lent, which will be followed by the
Annual Meeting.
Sunday, February 2: Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
We Share at the Communion Table.
Readings: Micah 6:1-8, Matthew 5:1-12
Communion Meditation: Blessed
Peter JB Carman is leading worship and preaching.
Sunday, February 9: Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
Reading: Isaiah 58:1-12
Sermon: Restoring Ancient Ruins
Peter JB Carman is leading worship and preaching.

Annual Business Meeting
Sunday, January 26, 2020
Following Worship
Please make sure that you attend this
meeting as we vote on the
2020 church budget, and elect officers
and committee members. Thank you.
A lunch will be served
after the invocation.
Committee chairpersons and church
officers, please submit your report to
the office by Friday, January 17
via e-mail or on a USB flash drive
Thank you.
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Stewardship
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Church Happenings

Reminder: Pledges Still Welcome
Each year, members and friends are invited to make an initial commitment to weekly, monthly
or annual support of the congregation's work. This is a very personal decision, not a requirement of church membership or participation. So, why pledge?
A pledge is a good personal tool for growing in our habits of generosity. And it is very helpful to
the congregation, when it comes to making decisions about what we together can support in
the year ahead, both in our congregation's ministry and in the extended work we do through
our partners, including both American Baptists and the United Church of Christ-- as well as local
partners like Schenectady Community Ministries (SICM) and others.
To date, there have been 27 pledges for 2020 totaling $81, 048.
If you would like to support your church in this way, you are warmly invited to send in the
pledge card you may have received or contact the church office to receive one.
Thanks for all the ways you support the ministry and activities of Emmanuel Friedens Church.
Peter JB Carman

Emmanuel Friedens Church cordially invites you to a
Community Building Service and Conversation
An opportunity for
Strengthening our relationships,
bringing together our hopes and dreams,
moving into the future
on Sunday, January 12, 2020
10:00 AM to Noon
concluding with
Communion and a Potluck Lunch
Please join us as we move forward as a congregation and create new ways of being together. This
will be a different kind of Sunday morning. Facilitated by Mediation Matters, it will be a worship
service and conversation that will bring us together as a Christian community.
There will be communion and a potluck lunch following the community building service. Childcare
will be provided as this service may not be age-appropriate for children and youth not yet in high
school.

Retirement Party
Join in the celebration to honor Reverend Phillip Grigsby’s 33 years of
service to Schenectady Community Ministries (formally Schenectady
Inner City Ministry). Share your kind words and favorite memories of
Rev. Phil during the open mic time. Be there to congratulate Rev. Phil
as he begins his next chapter in life. Per Rev. Phil’s request, in lieu of
gifts, donations can be made to SiCM.
This wonderful event will be held on Sunday, January 26 at the Union College Banquet
Hall, 450 Nott Street in Schenectady. The cost is $75. Cocktail hour is 3-4 pm; dinner and
program begin at 4 pm. The church office has copies of the invitation and RSVP card.
Please contact Laura Pinckney with your meal choice by January 17 (lauraP@sicm.us or
518 374-2683, X103). You may also register and pay on-line
https://sicm.salsalabs.org/ReverendPhilGrigsbysRetirementParty/index.html
And please bring a non-perishable food item to donate to SiCM’s food pantry. Each table
will have a bag for your donation.

Please RSVP to Charlie Reyes (clloves21@hotmail.com or text/call 518-694-6589) ASAP.

SiCM Emergency Food Pantry Needs
Schenectady Community Ministries (SiCM) Emergency Food Pantry anticipates
an increase need in its food program for the coming new year. Please consider
a regular donation of money or food to the Pantry. Please send your check
directly to SiCM or through our church (checks made payable to Emmanuel Friedens Church with
a note in the memo section. SICM Food Pantry.”). If you would like to donate food items, please
drop them off in the food barrel at the top of the lobby stairs.
Again this year, Emmanuel Friedens will be participating in the “Souper” Bowl of Caring event
on football’s Superbowl Sunday, February 2. Support a team and make a donation into the
canister. All proceeds will benefit SiCM’s Emergency Food Pantry.
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Our Christmas CelebrationSunday, December 15
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Christian Education and Activities
Adult Sunday Classes
January 12: No Sunday school class—Community Building Service and Conversation
January 19: A retrospective look on Schenectady Community Ministry (SiCM) led by Rev. Phillip
Grigsby.
January 26: No Sunday school class– Annual business meting
Two Great Choices for Adult Conversations after Church in February!
Option 1: Parenting discussion group, topics chosen and led by the participants, will resume in
February. Meet other parents of children and youth and join them for this wonderful opportunity
for mutual support and growth. The class will be held in the Parlor
Option 2: Oh Yeah! Reflecting on the Experience of Epiphany
We will be rediscovering the "Oh yeah!" (previously known as "Aha!") faith experience through
the lens of scripture passages from the season of Epiphany. Discussion will be led by a variety of
church members. Join us for conversation that promises to be lively and enlightening. The class
will be held in the Board Room.

In Appreciation of Jonette Ogonowski

Thank you all for coming out to our church’s
Christmas luncheon. And thank you to all who
donated food/beverage items and
volunteered to set/clean up Fellowship Hall.

Thank you Jocelyn McKinney for
coordinating the luncheon.
You always do a great job.

Emmanuel Friedens Church has received a preliminary distribution
from the estate of Jonete Ogonowski. Jonnie was a long, long time
member of Emmanuel, having grown up in the church. She was a
dedicated supporter of the CROP Walk and each year she would tell
the children about the need for food in our local community. Her
energetic stories helped raise money and recruit walkers for the
CROP Walk. Thank you, Jonnie, for remembering your church
in this generous way.
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Emmanuel Friedens Church
218 Nott Terrace
Schenectady,
NY 12307
Emmanuel Friedens
Church

Community News
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Celebration Service
Sunday, January 19
Theme
Time to Act; Now More Than
Ever!
This year’s celebration, sponsored by the Schenectady
County Human Rights-Martin Luther King, Jr. Coalition, will
be held on Sunday, January 19 at 2:30 pm at SUNY Schenectady County Community College Carl B. Taylor Auditorium. The keynote speaker will be Congressman Antonio Delgado (District NY-19). Everyone is invited to attend and to
participate in this celebration. For more information, please
contact the Human Rights Commission at 518 377-3823.

Martin Luther King, Jr. Community
Service and Soup Shabbat
Friday, January 24
(at Congregation Gates of Heaven
852 Ashmore Avenue, Schdy)
The Shabbat Service begins at 5 pm; 6 pm, dinner and 7
pm, Keynote speaker: Sarah Rogerson, Director of the Immigration Law Clinic, Albany Law School. The suggested
donation for dinner would be what you would pay to go
out to eat. All proceeds benefit the Schenectady Inner City
Ministries. RSVP by January 17 to klaws@cgoh.org or call
518 374-8173. Please bring a school supply donation which
will be distributed to area schools in need. (Sponsored by
the Schdy Clergy Against Hate Coalition)
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218 Nott Terrace
Schenectady, New York 12307

Special Offerings

February 2020
At A Glance

The Light Shines in the Darkness!
January Offering to Support Retired Ministers and Missionaries

Sunday, February 2
Souper Bowl of Caring Collection
during the worship service

Throughout the month of January, Emmanuel Friedens Church participates in
a special offering to support retired missionaries and ministers. As a congregation that is part of two denominational families, we invite members and
friends to contribute either to the Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross
and Emergency Fund (United Church of Christ) or to the Retired Ministers and
Missionaries Offering (American Baptist).

Monday, February 17
Church office is closedPresident’s Day Holiday
Wednesday, February 26
Ash Wednesday
Lent Begins
Saturday, February 29
Leap Day
Community Brunch
10:30 –11:30 am
______________________
The February issue of the Envoy will be
available the week of February 3, 2020.
The deadline to submit articles, committee news, announcements, etc. is
Wednesday, January 29, 2020. Thank
you.

As a Welcoming and
Affirming/
Open and Affirming
Church, Emmanuel
Baptist Church and
Friedens United
Church of Christ
welcomes and
affirms
all persons without
regard to sex, martial
status, age , race,
sexual orientation, or
abilities, inviting all
into membership,
mission, and
leadership.

Our retired missionaries and ministers deserve ongoing support in retirement.
The Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering and the Christmas Fund for
the Veterans of the Cross both offer channels to express our gratitude for the
lifetimes of service so many pastors, relief and development workers, and educators have offered. They also provide emergency funds that are shared with
retired church workers and their families in times of challenge or crisis.
“It meant a lot for a stranger to care—without saying a whole lot, and in
just a small amount of time. It meant so much to me to be connected to the
wider church, and to feel this level of care and support.” --Jane, anonymous
recipient of a UCC emergency grant.
“When pastors become involved in the life of church members such as in
weddings, funerals, baby dedications and even house blessings, the pastor is
often seen as an auxiliary family member. It is always important to remember family especially when in need.” –Rev. Don Ng, retired Senior Pastor of
the First Chinese Baptist Church in San Francisco.
Appropriate envelopes are provided in your newsletter or may be picked up in
church any Sunday morning. Thanks for giving generously!

STAY CONNECTED

For more community and denominational news Always check out the church bulletin board
for information.

A Vision for Our Journey
www.facebook.com/
emmanuelfriedenschurch

Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching,
Committed to
Growing hearts and minds;
Learning openness, courage and love;
Serving with our neighbors;

