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Dear Emmanuel Friedens members and friends,

Worship Hours
Sunday @ 10 am
Sunday Classes
(Sept-June)
11:15 am

The meaning of our life together is manifest in ways that may seem at first
insignificant or invisible—but are neither! It’s found in the quality of how we
live and work together—not only what we get done, but the spirit in which
we work—and play! And worship. And serve. And speak. And listen.

Office Hours
9 am-3 pm M-F
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Just what does it mean to BE church—in the deeper sense of shared life? We
all know that in the end it isn’t the building, it isn’t the money and it isn’t the
meetings. These may be helpful things—but they are the means to a greater
end. Just what is it to BE the body of Christ in the World?

At Emmanuel Friedens Church, we are committed to welcome, openness and
affirmation toward all people, without regard to gender identity, sexual orientation, race, national origin, wealth or any of the kinds of distinction and division that fragment our society. That commitment to welcome, openness and
affirmation cannot be just some abstract statement to be printed in our bulletins or recited out loud. It is a very solid, real living principle that needs to
guide our life together. It can and does inform how we speak and listen to
one another, how we make decisions, the language we use when we worship,
and the decisions we make collectively.
This February I am prayerfully asking myself some questions.

5-7

Denomination &
Community News

How am I going to welcome both the newcomer and the familiar acquaintance fully into our life together?

7

March at a Glance

8

Am I open to who each person is? Do I listen as well as I speak? Am I honest
as well as loving? Am I ready to be changed personally or to re-examine a
long-cherished belief because of something I may learn from that person?

Insert:
February Calendar

How am I going to affirm the people with whom I interact today, as persons
and as children of God? Especially if we look different, talk differently, or
disagree significantly?
(Continued on Page 2)
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(Continued from Page 1)

Being a church together takes a lot of individuals, each contributing a part of themselves to our
shared life. As we enter February of 2020, I am grateful for the part that each of you offers. I am
grateful to you who teach and guide our children and youth. I am grateful to you who volunteer to
lead in worship, whether it is through reading a scripture passage or you help design and lead a
special worship service. I am grateful for all the individuals who helped put together an Annual
Business Meeting that help us be democratic and transparent in our life together. I am grateful for
the table-servers, cooks and dishwashers who, once a month, are the public face of our congregation, sharing not only food and drink, but also the less obvious gifts of hospitality and compassion.
Beyond the walls of this building we call church, I am grateful for those of you who speak up a
difficult word of conviction or give quiet witness with your compassion and integrity-- in your
workplaces, or in the public square.
These things may seem small some days, and you and I may wonder what difference we make. But
Christ assures us that in all these things we are salt to flavor the earth, and have light to make visible the goodness of our Maker.
Mohandas Gandhi reminded us, many years ago, that one person’s life can be an experiment in
truth. The process of learning the way of Love that Jesus taught is just such a lifelong pilgrimage—a
journey with surprising twists and even failure—a journey to be undertaken together in community. May God give us courage, patience and some healthy laughter, as we experiment boldly, and
grow together in love.
In Christ’s Peace,
Peter
________________________________________________________________________

The following words from our friends at Schenectady Community Ministries (SiCM)
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Christian Education and Activities
The Weeks Ahead in Worship

Adult Sunday Classes (11:15 am following worship)

Peter JB Carman will lead worship and preach.

Two Great Choices for Adult Conversations after Church in February!
Sunday, February 9: Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
Readings: Isaiah 58:1-12, Matthew 5:13-20
Sermon: Restoring Ancient Ruins

Option 1: Parenting discussion group, topics chosen and led by the participants. Meet other
parents of children and youth and join them for this wonderful opportunity for mutual support
and growth. The class will be held in the Parlor.

Sunday, February 16: Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany
Readings: Deuteronomy 30:15-20, Matthew 5:21-30
Sermon: Choices

Option 2: Oh Yeah! Reflecting on the Experience of Epiphany
We will rediscover the "Oh yeah!" (previously known as "Aha!") faith experience through the lens
of scripture passages from the season of Epiphany. Discussion will be led by a variety of church
members. Join us for conversation that promises to be lively and enlightening. The class will be
held in the Board Room.

Sunday, February 23: Transfiguration
Readings: Exodus 24:12-18, Matthew 17:1-9
Sermon: To Shine Like the Sun
Sunday, March 1: First Sunday in Lent
Reading: Matthew 4: 1-11
Communion Meditation: Centered in Love
Sunday, March 8: Second Sunday in Lent
Readings: Genesis 12:1-4a, John 3:1-17
Sermon: Children of Abraham, Children of the Spirit
Sunday, March 15: Third Sunday in Lent
Readings: Exodus 17:1-7, John 4:5-42
Sermon: Tests

FEBRUARY 26
Lent Begins

Both groups meet each Sunday from 11:15 to 12:15 throughout the month. Children's activities
and discussion will be provided at the same time.

An ecumenical service will be held at
7 pm at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church
on State Street (across from
Veterans Park).

Lenten Series Beginning Sunday, March 1: Alternative Forms of Prayer

Please gather with our neighbors at
this special service supported by
Emmanuel Friedens Church, First
United Methodist Church, and
St. Joseph’s.

Throughout the season of Lent, we will be learning about different forms of prayer, including
topics like contemplative prayer, intercessory prayer, prayer from other religious traditions,
prayer with children, and some (very) unconventional prayers. The class will be experiential! We
will include some “practice” with the kind of prayer under discussion, in each of our sessions.

Lenten Services at EFC will be held
on four Wednesdays at 7 pm
starting March 11

When we pray, what face do we put on God? To whom and how do we pray? How do listening
and silence fit in our prayer lives? And how do we learn to pray?

Come join us for one or all of the sessions. Our leader on March 1 will be Peter Carman, and a
different church member or friend will lead each session thereafter.

Youth Group - Sleepover
A joint youth sleepover with youth members of First United Methodist
Church will be held this Friday, February 7 at EFC.
Donation to SiCM’s Emergency Food Pantry for the month
of February: personal hygiene items. The donation barrel is
located in the Sanctuary.

Children/Youth Fundraiser for SiCM Continues
The children/youth are selling merchandise to help raise a mile of quarters
for SiCM. We will have catalogs and merchandise displayed at church during the month of February or you may purchase on-line at https://
www.boonsupply.com/326939. or www.boonsupply.com, and type in
Emmanuel Friedens Church. We earn 40%. I have extra catalogs if you
would like to help sell. Thank you for your support! Robyn Axon
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Letter of Thanks to First United Methodist Church: Our relationship with First United Methodist Church (FUMC), our neighbors, continues to grow as our youth groups work and have fun
together. Recently, Nancy Spencer sent a letter to FUMC which appeared in their monthly Newsletter, The Spire. Please see below.
To the Congregation of FUMC,

My name is Nancy Spencer. I am a member and youth leader at Emmanuel Friedens
Church just up the hill. I am writing this letter to you today as a testament to the wonderful
youth program you have supported.
A few years ago our church set out to create a community activity in order to help the folks
in our neighborhood engage with our church. We were inspired by your program and studied the success. When we needed some additional help, I reached out to Sylvester and
boy did he deliver. He showed up month after month with a group of young men that got
right to work. They not only served. cooked and cleaned but they did what the brunch was
intended for, and that was engage the guests.
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Church Happenings (continued)

It was a delicious meal and a productive meeting, highlighted by a very generous act
supporting the expanding ministry of our longtime partner, SiCM.

2020 Officers and Elected Committee Members
Moderator
Charlie Reyes
Vice Moderator
Ashley Gee Kennedy

Working with Sylvester and Cliff has been a highlight of my year. Their patient way with
kids and ability to just have fun is an inspiration. I would be amiss if I did not mention Jan,
her meticulous planning made the mission possible.

Treasurer
Faye Bailey

Church Clerk
Debra Lent

Treasurer Elect
Open
Financial Secretary
Jackie Scholten

Church Happenings

Financial Secretary Elect
Raymond Andersons

Annual Meeting: On Sunday January 26 following worship, Emmanuel Friedens Church held its

Christian Education Chair
Open

Annual Meeting, beginning with lunch. Thanks to everyone who attended! We also thank Debi
Lent who coordinated the luncheon, all who donated food items, and those who helped with the
set-up/clean-up.
At the meeting, the church voted to approve the recommended budget with one amendment.
Officers were elected, with two members stepping forward to fill yet-to-be named positions.
In additional business, acting on the presentation at our October meeting and the recommendation of the Church Council, the congregations of Emmanuel and Friedens Churches both voted
separately to approve gifts of $10,000 each to the Schenectady Community Ministries Capital
Campaign, for a total of $20,000.
(Continued on Page 6)

(Continued from Page 5-Annual Meeting)

As per discussion and vote at the meeting, the 2020 budget has been amended and will be
available in its amended form for pick-up at the church. The handout will include additional
financial detail supplementing the EBC Endowment report. The list of 2020 officers and elected committee members is below.

This is a very special group that you have supported. I was blessed to accompany them on
their last mission trip and several church sleep overs. With the exception of the "pepper
spray and the Tenor," there has never been a behavior problem. This is one we will wait a
few years and have a good laugh at.

This letter serves as both a thank you to your congregation as well as a congratulations. It
does take a village, and you are part of the village that raised these wonderful young
men. Bravo! Sincerely yours, Nancy Spencer
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Christian Education Vice-Chair
Kevin O’Brien
Church-Staff Relations
Chair: Ashley Gee Kennedy
Members:
Evelyn Kauffman
Nancy Spencer

Congregational Support &
Membership Chair
Jeanne Andersons
Outreach and Mission Chair
Robyn Axon
Safe Church Implementation Team
Debbie Gehman
Jim Fitzgerald
Social Functions & Fellowship Chair
Marilyn Bisgrove
Stewardship Chair
Angela Keller
Trustees
Chair: Charles Lent
Members:
a
Bart Bisgrove
Evelyn Kauffman
Jocelyn McKinney
a
Vern Scoville
Worship Chair
Jocelyn McKinney

-------------------------a

Honorary Lifetime Member
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From the Trustees:
Come one, come all to
Emmanuel’s Junk Day,
Saturday, March 14, 9:00 - noon!
The Trustees want to clean out junk that seems
to be accumulating in hallways, closets, and
rooms. “You are invited/encouraged to come
on the 14th to help!" And we are also asking
for your help by please taking a look around the
building by March 8, and retrieve things of yours
or identify items that should not be discarded.
Put a save note on them and include your name.
Thank you. The Trustees

From Outreach & Mission: Brunch Crew
As we enter into our sixth year of hosting a
monthly brunch, we continue to feel blessed
with the support we receive from the
church. We have been able to provide a hearty
meal once a month, usually with enough food to
provide seconds and food to take home. We've
opened a clothing room to supply people with
clothes, shoes, coats and toiletries. We've had
the pleasure of having the youth group from
First United Methodist Church and members
from the Islamic Center help us out monthly as
well as church and community members. It
would be helpful to have a schedule of volunteers so we don't have too many or too little and
can possibly add other ways that we can help
members of the community. We need help
setting up, cooking, serving, plating, cleaning up
and help in our clothing room. We always need
people to sit and commune with our guests so
we can find out ways that we can better serve
them. If you are interested in volunteering,
please contact Nancy Spencer or Robyn Axon.
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Emmanuel Friedens Church
218 Nott Terrace
Schenectady,
NY 12307
Emmanuel Friedens
Church

Denomination & Community
News

218 Nott Terrace
Schenectady, New York 12307

Annual CABA Meeting
February 22 starting @ 9 am
Latham Community Baptist Church
109 Forts Ferry Road in Latham

March 2020
At A Glance
Lenten Services @ EFC
Four Wednesdays @ 7 pm
Starting March 11

Save The Date
Empty Bowls Project
(sponsored by SiCM)
March 29, 2-5 pm
Double-Tree Hotel by Hilton on
Nott Terrace, Schenectady

For more information,
check out SiCM’s website.

For more news Always check out the
church bulletin board
for information.

As a Welcoming and
Affirming/
Open and Affirming
Church, Emmanuel
Baptist Church and
Friedens United
Church of Christ
welcomes and
affirms
all persons without
regard to sex, martial
status, age , race,
sexual orientation, or
abilities, inviting all
into membership,
mission, and
leadership.

STAY CONNECTED

www.facebook.com/
emmanuelfriedenschurch

Happy
Valentine’s Day
Everyone
2/14

Sunday, March 8
Daylight Savings Time Begins
Turn clocks ahead
Saturday, March 14
Emmanuel’s Junk Day
9 am-12 pm
Saturday, March 28
Community Brunch
10:30 –11:30 am
______________________
The March issue of the Envoy will be
available the week of March 2, 2020.
The deadline to submit articles, committee news, announcements, etc. is
Wednesday, February 26, 2020. Thank
you.

A Vision for Our Journey
Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching,
Committed to
Growing hearts and minds;
Learning openness, courage and love;
Serving with our neighbors;
Pursuing God’s justice and peace;

