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Reconsidering Church Membership  
 

If you have been a member of EFC for many years, how do you feel about your  
experience as a member? Has the church been of help to you across the years? 
Have you been hurt by the church in any way?  
 

I raise these questions because I believe that, from time-to-time we all need to 
“rethink” our relationship to the church. There are ways that the church can seem 
like any other institution. It is also easy to start the process of finding fault with 
the church, because as a human institution, we are prone to make mistakes.  
 

During Lent, I am offering a course: SEEING CHURCH MEMBERSHIP AGAIN FOR 
THE FIRST TIME. We will explore the church as it is presented and proposed in the 
New Testament, take a look at the church’s multi-faceted history, and discuss 
what it means to be a church member today. The course will double as a prospec-
tive new member class for those interested in considering membership and as a 
refresher course for long-time members.  
 

Questions that will be raised include:  
 

 Why be a member of a church?  
 Does it matter whether or not church members participate in the worship,  

ministry, and life of the church?  
 What does the New Testament teach about being the church?  
 What can we learn about being members of the church from the Catholics, the 

Episcopalians, the Pentecostals, the Lutherans, and the Presbyterians?  
 Why are non-denominational churches increasing in number?  
 Do you think it is important for a church to be part of denominational         

structures?  
 What is my commitment to the local church?  
 When a person becomes part of the church, is it important to keep our vows to 

support the church with our presence, our gifts, and our service?  
 

Join me in exploring a vision for what EFC is going to become in the next century of 
our existence!  
 
Blessings, your pastor and friend, Rod 
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Worship  In the Coming Weeks 
(Live in –person, Zoom link or online) 
Rev. Dr. Rodney Kennedy  will lead worship and preach. 
 

February 12  Sixth Sunday after Epiphany   
Readings:  Deuteronomy 30:15-20,  Apocrypha Reading: Sirach 15:15-20, Matthew 5:21-37     
Sermon: “When What You Have Heard Is Not the Way” 
 

February 19: Transfiguration Sunday    
Reading:  Matthew 17:1-9 
Sermon: “The Gift of Encouragement” 

 

Lenten Season begins-February 22 
 

February 26:  First Sunday in Lent    
Reading:  Matthew 4:1-11 
Sermon: “Temptation Really?”  
 

March 5: Second Sunday in Lent/Communion Sunday   
Reading:  John 3:1-17 
Sermon: “Born Again and Again and Again” 
 

March 12: Third Sunday in Lent 
Readings:  Exodus 17: 1-7, John 4:5-42 
Sermon: “Water from the Rock” 
 

March 19: Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Reading:  John 9:1-41 
Sermon: “The Light of the World” 
 

March 26: Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Reading:  John 11: 1-45 
Sermon: “Lazarus Laughs!” 
 
 

 

Ash Wednesday, which marks the    
beginning of the Lenten season, is 
Wednesday, February 22. We will 

worship with our friends from First 
United Methodist Church (FUMC) at 

7 pm. The service will be at held      
at FUMC.  

 



A Message from EFC’s Council Chair 
 

How exciting it is every week to come into church knowing that I am going to see the faces of so 
many people who mean so much to me. Slowly but surely, we are coming back and it just makes me 
smile. For me, there is a comfort in familial and familiar things. Greg Lindenfelser recently asked me 
if I remembered his father-in-law, Rai Tumbelston and of course I did. I told him with tears in my 
eyes, that with great fondness, I remember that whenever Rai was moved during service, he would 
ever so quietly say, "yes." It always felt like a prayer and it became an important part of the worship 
service for me. Likewise, John Saville, who without fail, when I would say to him it was good to see 
him, would reply, "it's good to be seen."  I love watching the children coming into the Sanctuary   
looking happy and excited, and knowing they are making memories of their own as they participate 
in worship and see the members of their church family on Sundays. I could go on and on...and on,      
because there are so many of these memories and I love that we are finding our way back to each 
other and making those memories that tell the story of us. 
 
With peace and love, 
Jocelyn McKinney 

 

Congratulations: Welcoming Our Newest Member 
 
Emmanuel Friedens joyfully welcomes our newest member, Jada White 

to the Emmanuel Baptist Church family.  Jada  comes to us by             
profession of faith and baptism. Jada is the daughter of Kaitlin Soellner 

and granddaughter of Rich Soellner.  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Jada and family– Sunday, January 15 
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As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 
welcomes and 

affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, marital 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

STAY CONNECTED 
 
 
 
 
 

www.facebook.com/ 
890-; ]\ 
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A Vision for Our Journey 
 

Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching, 
Committed to  
    Growing hearts and minds; 
     Learning openness, courage and love; 
      Serving with our neighbors; 
       Pursuing God’s justice and peace; 
        Inviting others to share the journey! 

Happy Valentine’s Day- 
Tuesday, February 14 

Sunday Worship  remains available via Facebook Live on the Church’s           
Facebook Page (https://www.facebook.com/Emmanuel-Friedens-Church-
122934277889274/)  and by Zoom, with a Zoom link and passcode being sent 
to the congregation each week (via the Sunday bulletin). 
 

And for video recordings of all worship services, a link is available on the 
church’s website, www.emmanuelfriedens.org—Home page.   

https://www.facebook.com/Emmanuel-Friedens-Church-122934277889274/
https://www.facebook.com/Emmanuel-Friedens-Church-122934277889274/

