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Our Advent Season Schedule- 
Follow the Star: The Power of Imagination 
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Sunday, November 27: First Sunday in Advent 
Lighting of the first Advent Candle-Hope 

Hanging of the Greens  
 
 

Sunday, December 4:  Second Sunday in Advent 
Lighting of the second Advent Candle-Love 
Advent Feast & Worship in Fellowship Hall 

 

Sunday, December 11  Third Sunday in Advent 
Lighting of the third Advent Candle– Joy 

Dedication of our Christmas Gifts 
  

December 20: Fourth Sunday in Advent 
Lighting of the fourth Advent Candle-Peace 

Poinsettias in the sanctuary 
 

December 24: Xmas Eve  
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service @ 7 pm 

 

_______________________________________ 
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The Politics of Advent  
 

No one noticed at all the events transpiring in Palestine in advance of the first Advent. The Roman 
Empire was unchallenged in its world dominance. Other than a group of hotheads around Nazareth, 
nothing much was happening politically.  

 

Perhaps we need to look back behind the first Advent. Let’s call it: Advent: The Origin Story.  
 

There are two major characters in our Advent prequel: Elizabeth, who will give birth to John the 
Baptist (an Advent all-star) and Mary the mother of our Lord. Everything of substance that happens 
in Advent will concern these four: two mothers and two sons.  
 

There are two men in the story: Zechariah and Joseph. Have you noticed? Other than Zechariah’s 
outburst that revealed a lack of faith in God’s purpose, the men of our story never speak. They    
never say a mumbling word.  
 

What’s going on here? How did a movement cloaked in silence turn into a church where men     
dominate, control, and speaking without ceasing for so many centuries? Or more to the point: How 
did men go from no word at all to hogging the ordained ministry of the church for centuries?  
 

Communication research indicates that men talk five times as much in public settings as women. 
There’s also the unfortunate reality that men are not good listeners. Yet study after study finds that 
it is men who talk more—at meetings, in mixed-group discussions, and in classrooms where girls or 
young women sit next to boys or young men. For example, communications researchers Barbara 
and Gene Eakins tape-recorded and studied seven university faculty meetings. They found that, 
with one exception, men spoke more often and, without exception, spoke for a longer time. The 
men’s turns ranged from 10.66 to 17.07 seconds, while the women’s turns ranged from 3 to 10   
seconds. In other words, the women’s longest turns were still shorter than the men’s shortest turns. 
Tannen, Deborah. You Just Don't Understand (p. 75). William Morrow Paperbacks. Kindle Edition. 
Part of the reason is that men talk – all the time. In the television series, 1883, a woman asks a man, 
“Do you know why men don’t know what women want?” “Why?” the man wondered. “Because 
they don’t ask.” The implication is that men are too busy talking about themselves.  
 

Perhaps you have heard the country song, “I want to talk about me.” Here’s a few lines from the 
song:  
 

You know talking about you makes me smile 
I wanna talk about me, wanna talk about I 
Wanna talk about number one, oh my me my 
What I think, what I like, what I know 
What I want, what I see 
I wanna talk about me (me, me, me, me) 
I wanna talk about me (me, me). 
 

From the Pastor 



 

That sums it up. Now, before you get your feelings hurt or accuse me of man-bashing, let me call 
your attention to the texts in the Scripture that inform and teach us about the season of Advent – 
that time before Jesus was born.  
 

I want you to see the role played by men in the Advent drama.  
 

Zechariah talks to an angel but never utters another word. The angel does all the talking. “I am      
Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this 
good news. But now, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you 
will become mute, unable to speak, until the day these things occur.” So here’s Advent Man I with 
tape over his mouth for the rest of the prequel.  
 

Advent Man II, Joseph, has a series of dreams but never speaks. Silent Joseph. Joseph the dreamer 
never speaks.  
 

This suggests an even more ancient prequel. There’s another dreamer named Joseph in our religious 
narrative. Joseph was the favorite son of Jacob. The kid with the many-colored coat was a dreamer. 
He was never at a loss for words. As soon as he dreamed, he bragged to his brothers about how he 
would lord it over them. That Joseph couldn’t shut up. He ended up in a pit and then a slave in Egypt 
in the house of Potiphar.  
 

Advent begins in the silence of men who are guided and directed by the angel of the Lord. They are 
obedient, faithful, helpful. They don’ t insert their insistent ways into the drama.  There’s much to be 
said for a different model of communication for males, especially male clergy. This is not the strong, 
silent model of masculinity; this is the silent, faithful, filled with integrity model. Now, that’s politics 
for Advent.    Blessings, Rod 
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Upcoming Worship  
(Live in –person, Zoom link or online)  Rev. Dr. Rodney Kennedy  will lead worship and preach. 

 

December 11:  Third Sunday in  Advent—We light the Candle of Joy 
Readings: Philippians 4:4 – 7, Luke 3:7 – 18,  Guest musician: Margaret LaFrance M.M., Flute 
 
 

December 18:  Fourth Sunday in Advent—We light the Candle of Peace 
Reading: Psalm 80:1 – 7, Luke 1:46 – 56  
 

December 24: Christmas Eve service at 7 pm. 
 

December 25:  Christmas Day 
Lighting the Candle of Welcome, Openness and Affirmation 
Reading: John 1:1-14 
 

January 1, 2022:  First Sunday after Christmas/Communion Sunday 
Readings: Hebrews 2:10-18, Matthew 2: 13-23  Guest musician:  Gareth Griffiths 
 
 

Friday, January 6, 2023 is Epiphany 
January 8, 2022:  First Sunday after  Epiphany– The Baptism of Christ. 

 

Committee Report:  
 

Outreach and Mission (report from Nancy Spencer) 
 

We held our annual Christmas Sale and reception on Sunday November 20th. Thank you to all who 
donated to the effort and all that baked. We used all of the left-over sweets for the brunch the next 
weekend. We had many Christmas items left over that were enjoyed by our after-school program  
(Hamilton Hill Arts Center) as well as our brunch guests. We would have loved to see more of you at 
the sale but the people who were in attendance seemed to have a great time.  
Merry Christmas from Outreach and Mission! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Community Brunch will be held as scheduled on the last Saturday of this month, December 31.  
 

To minimize set-up and clean-up, we are asking for some good cooks to help out. We are planning to 
serve egg bakes and French toast bake (AKA bread pudding).  We will need 10 of each dish. The egg 
bakes could have just cheese, ham, sausage or bacon. Be creative! Rod sent out a wonderful recipe 
recently for bread pudding!  
 

Please let me know if you can make one of these dishes by texting 518-817-1956.  
 

We will also be making New Year's Day breakfast bags to give away at the brunch. Debbie Lent has 
spoken to Stewarts (thank you Debbie), and they are donating coupons for 23 dozen eggs and 23 
gallons of milk. The following items will be needed from the congregation to complete the bags: 
 

23 pancake mixes 
23 pancake syrup 
6 pounds of butter (1 stick in each bag) 
23 packages of bacon or sausage –please freeze the packages 
23,  ½ gallon Juice (orange, apple, cranberry) 
 

If you can donate any of these items, please bring the  items to the church by December 23.    
This was really well received last year, hoping to make it a tradition.  Thank so much for all the      
support of this important mission.   
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Tis’ the Season 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advent Feast 
 

"And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they 
received their food with glad and generous hearts." Acts 2:46: 
 
On Sunday, December 4, we came together and shared a meal for the 1st time in 3 years, and what a 
glad day it was. So many thanks to all who made this day a success, especially Marilyn who manages 
to remember each and every nuance to set the perfect table. The fellowship was as wonderful as all 
the delicious food, a veritable feast for the eyes as well as the stomach, that was prepared and pro-
vided lovingly by so many of our generous family members, and so thank you to all of our wonderful 
providers. Thanks also to Dr. Kennedy, who, aside from providing us with a lively and engaging ser-
mon, also prepared eggs to order, it was a good day indeed. 
 

I would also like to say how wonderful it is to look around Fellowship Hall and see so many people 
who have been missing from us, people who haven't felt able to come to church for whatever reason, 
we're so glad to have you here, we've missed you.  Thank you.  Jocelyn McKinney 
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Decorating Day at the Church, Saturday, December 3  
 

Thank you to Jeanne and Ray Andersons, Faye Bailey, Marilyn Bisgrove, Eve-
lyn Kauffman, Jocelyn McKinney, Maria Puccio,  and Patty and Rich Soellner 

for spending their time decorating the church. 

 

Advent Feast-Sunday, December 4 in Fellowship Hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           Dr. Kennedy: short-order cook                       Fellowship and Worship 
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Share Some Christmas Cheer! During this Christmas season, consider sending a card or a 
note to a church member who you haven't seen in a while. They would love to hear from their 
church family. If you are not sure of the address, call the church office for the information.   



Christmas Poinsettias 
 

Each year during the advent/Christmas season, we brighten our sanctuary with the beauty of           
poinsettia plants, in colors of red, pink and white. You are invited to participate by ordering a plant 
for the season. Please make your choices and send a check made payable to Emmanuel Friedens 
Church, noting in the memo section, “Xmas plants.” Or you can pay with cash.   

 
 

 
 
 

Office Schedule Between Christmas and New Years 
 

December 26: Church Office is Closed  (Observance of Christmas Day) 
December 27-30: Church Office is Closed 

January 2: Church Office is Closed (Observance of New Year’s Day) 
Telephone messages will be checked  12/27-12/30. 
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Poinsettia Order Form 
     (orders must be in by Tuesday, December 13) 
 
 
 

 
Purchased by:_________________________________________________________________ 

  
Plant Choice ($12 each):  Number of plants:  ____     Color:   Red  ____    Pink ____    White ____      

     
Total Amount:   ______ Cash     _____ Check (made payable to Emmanuel Friedens )            
                                                         
                                                        
 ____  Will pick up plant after the service on December 18  
____   Will pick up plant after the Christmas Eve service 
____   Would like to give the poinsettia for our Christmas season worship services 
____   Would be available to deliver a plant to a homebound congregation member  
              
   

As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 
welcomes and 

affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, martial 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

STAY CONNECTED 
 
 
 
 
 

www.facebook.com/ 
emmanuelfriedenschurch 

 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, New York  12307 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, NY  12307 
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May the spirit of Christmas bring you  
blessings and joy. 

 
~ Merry  Christmas and Happy New Year ~ 

 

Your church staff 
Rodney, Michael, Maria, and Dave 
 
 
 
 

A Vision for Our Journey 
 

Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching, 
Committed to  
    Growing hearts and minds; 
     Learning openness, courage and love; 
      Serving with our neighbors; 
       Pursuing God’s justice and peace; 
        Inviting others to share the journey! 


