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Our Advent Season Schedule- 
Comfort My People 
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A Newsletter of  Emmanuel Friedens Church 

American Baptist and United Church of Christ Congregation 

218 Nott Terrace, Schenectady, NY  12307 
Rev.  Peter J.B. Carman, Pastor 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday, November 29: First Sunday in Advent 

Lighting of the first Advent Candle-Hope 
 

Sunday, December 6:  Second Sunday in Advent 
Lighting of the second Advent Candle-Peace 

Hanging of the Greens  
 

Sunday, December 13  Third Sunday in Advent 
Lighting of the third Advent Candle– Joy 

Dedication of our Christmas Gift 
  

December 20: Fourth Sunday in Advent 
Lighting of the fourth Advent Candle-Love 

Poinsettias in the sanctuary 
 

December 24: Xmas Eve  
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service @ 7 pm 

 

_______________________________________ 
 

Wednesday Advent Services – @ via Zoom only 
Wednesday, December 2, 9, and 16 @ 7 pm 

All are invited! 
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Dear Emmanuel Friedens Friends,  
 

As we approach Christmas of 2020, all of us are “feeling it” one way or another, living with a        
pandemic that has been with us for almost nine months. It has had a disproportionately terrible  
impact on poor communities and people of color. It has had an awful impact on those living in close 
quarters in nursing homes and residential housing, and on the families from whom they are of     
necessity separated for prolonged periods. And it has meant that all of us live with levels of grief, 
uncertainty and fear that are more than many of us are used to. How do we go about celebrating 
Advent and Christmas in times like these?  
 

I have no easy answers, any more than you do.  Like you, I experience the same uncertainty and 
same separation from loved ones. We are not “all in the same boat”, insofar as no one’s suffering is 
the same as any one else’s, and some of us have been consigned by an unjust society to “vessels” 
leakier and more risky than others. We are, however, in the same storm, a storm that show no sign 
of soon abating.  
 

This is not going to be an “ordinary” Advent and Christmas. We will do our best to keep our family 
traditions, raise our wreaths and create festivities for our children! But I feel pretty sure that many 
of us will continue to struggle internally. This is the year when we need those old stories more than 
ever: the insistence of ancient prophets that God will bring comfort to suffering people; light     
dawning in the deepest of nights in occupied Bethlehem; choirs of angels appearing to the lowliest 
of shepherds; and the reminder that God has not forgotten. 
 

In the part of the world in which Christ arrived, more than two millennia ago, suffering, fear and  
uncertainty were the order of the day. Luke’s gospel sets the story by reminding us that the people 
there were under not one but two authoritarian regimes; Matthew’s Gospel also sets the stage of 
Christ’s ministry with a taste of those times: genocidal violence and the flight of Jesus’ family to 
Egypt to escape the threat of death. Life was, then as now, fragile, fearful, and terribly unfair. What 
capacity do these ancient stories have for providing comfort and hope for our times? Can the       
Advent candles still provide some glimmer of sustenance in times like ours? Can the persistence of a 
tiny family, uprooted from home and unsure of what each day will bring offer any strength in our 
times?  
 

We will not cancel Christmas this year. How and where we celebrate may have to adjust; our 

Yuletide cheer may take a hit. But the stories continue to have power and we need it more than  

ever. Let’s find ways to reaffirm the centrality of the courageous faith it evokes, in old ways and 

new. If you’ve never lit candles at the dinner table for Advent, 2020 is a good year to start.  If you’ve  

(Continued on the next page) 

 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk... 
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Mid-Week Advent Services- 
 

 Wednesday, December 9 and 16 
 7 pm via Zoom only 

A meditative time of worship –all are welcome! 
 

Sunday, December 13, Third Sunday in Advent 
We Light the Candle of Joy 

Scriptures: Isaiah 61: 1-4, 8-11, Luke 1:46b-55 
Advent Meditation: Repair the Ruined Cites 

Dedication of our  Christmas gift  
Guest Musician: Gareth Griffiths, piano 

 

Sunday, December 20,  
Fourth Sunday in Advent 

We Light the Candle of Love 
Scriptures: Isaiah 9:2-7, Luke 2:1-14, (15-20) 
Advent Meditation: Love in Troubled Times 

 
 

Christmas Eve Worship @ 7 pm 
Concluding our worship with an outdoor Carol 

Sing, as we hold our candles 
 

Sunday, December 27 
First Sunday after Christmas  

Lighting the Candle of Welcome, Openness      
and Affirmation 

Scriptures: Luke 2:22-40, Isaiah 61:10-62:3 
Sermon: Rejoice! 

Guest Musician: Gareth Griffiths, piano 
 

January 3, 2021 
Second Sunday after Christmas  

Communion Sunday 
Scriptures: Jeremiah 31:7-14, John 1:1-9, 10-18 

Meditation: Born of God 

 

never read the Christmas story aloud before opening gifts on Christmas morning, I commend the 
practice to you, starting December 25, 2020. If you’ve never sung a carol in your own kitchen, this is 
the year. 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep, the silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

(Phillips Brooks, 1868) 
 
In the Joy of Jesus, and in the Peace of Christ,  Peter 

 Upcoming Worship  
 in the Advent and Christmas Season  

(Peter JB Carman is leading worship and preaching) 
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Sunday Worship  remains available via Facebook Live on the Church’s Face-
book Page (https://www.facebook.com/Emmanuel-Friedens-Church-
122934277889274/)  and by Zoom, with a Zoom link and passcode being 
sent to the congregation each week (via the Sunday bulletin). 
 

And for video recordings of all worship services, a link is available on the 
church’s website, www.emmanuelfriedens.org—Home page. 

We decorate our sanctuary celebrating  
Advent and Christmas.  

Our Nativity scene will adorn  
 the communion table on December 20.  

https://www.facebook.com/Emmanuel-Friedens-Church-122934277889274/
https://www.facebook.com/Emmanuel-Friedens-Church-122934277889274/
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Church News/Happenings 

EFC Federated Council Update:  
 

The Council has been working with our regional ministers to find an interim pastor. We have had three  
interviews based on the information provided to us by the regional ministers. We hope to make a      
decision on an interim by the end of this month. I will make sure to communicate our decision with the 
congregation as well as next steps as we continue this process.  
 

We have also decided to hire Joani Jameson for pulpit supply and pastoral care for the first, four weeks 
of our pastoral transition in order to not rush the process of hiring an interim. We expect to have an  
interim to start with us in mid -February. 
 

Our celebration of Peter’s time with us continues to be planned. Please consider joining our celebration. 
 

If you have ANY questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out to me. Thank you. 
 

Charlie Reyes, Chairperson of EFC Federated Council 
Clloves21@hotmail.com, 518-694-6589 (call/text) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Stewardship Campaign: 2021: Giving in Gratitude 
 

Thank you to those that provided pledges for Giving Sunday on November 22. Since our official launch 
of this year’s campaign, we have collected between 50-60% of the amount budgeted for 2021  pledges. 
I encourage you to reflect and pray on what you can pledge to the mission activities of our Federated 
Church. Our reach continues to be so important to those in need of basics (food and clothing),             
fellowship and caring. Join me in completing your pledge card today and mailing it in to the office. If 
you are like me, if I don’t respond quickly to items needing attention it falls to the bottom of the mail 
pile. Keep Emmanuel Friedens on top – of mind and prayer. Be well, church family.  Angela Keller,   
Stewardship Chair 
 

Brunch News:  
 

Our next brunch is December 26.  We are asking for donations of Christmas candy so that we may give 
our guests a little something. Please donate bagged candy which is individually wrapped. You can drop 
off your donations to the office or place on the kitchen counter.                             (Continued on next page)     
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Brunch News: 
 

We need to restock winter coats (especially men's), hats, gloves, etc  for the clothing room. Many people 
are coming in for these items and we are running out. Please help us out. Check out your closets, maybe 
you will find these items that you are no longer using. 
 

We are also planning baked ziti for our “Sunday Dinner.”  These items will be given to brunch participants 
so that they may cook a meal on Sunday.  Looking for donations of the following: 
Ziti 
Jar sauce 
Shredded mozzarella (place in refrigerator in kitchen labeled Sunday Dinner) 
Ricotta cheese (small container-place in refrigerator in kitchen labeled Sunday Dinner) 
Pillsbury Italian bread 
 

Adult Sunday Classes  
 

Adult Sunday Classes  are being held at least once a month following worship in the Board Room or 
Fellowship Hall, in-person or via zoom link (using the church’s standard connection by calling in at 
11:15 am). 
 

December 13:       Discussion of the Christmas story (Matthew, Chapters 1 & 2 and Luke, Chapter 2) 
 

January 6, 2021:   We will resume  our  focus on Social Justice Issues and the Bible.  Arnold Schultz 
   will lead the class discussing ideas from the  book we are currently reading,  
   Parables as Subversive Speech by William Herzog, as they relate to today’s       
   issues and to our personal lives.  

Christian Education  

Thank you: From the Schenectady United Neighborhood (SUN) Board:     

Reverend Carman, Maria and David - thank you so much for the use of the 
meeting rooms. It means a lot to us in this difficult time. From Tom Carey,       
President, SUN Board   
 

On behalf of the 12 city neighborhoods - thank you for the room each month.    
From Laurie Bacheldor, Vice-President,  SUN 

 

mailto:Clloves21@hotmail.com


 
 
 
 

 
You will have an opportunity to order a poinsettia to decorate the sanctuary and/or to have for the holi-
day season. Please use the order form  (below). The cost is $11/plant. Please return the form with your 
payment to the church by December 16 .  We ask that you come for your plant between  December 21- 
22.  The plants will be in the lobby identified with your name. Thank you. 
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Poinsettia Order Form 
(orders must be in by December 16) 

 
Purchased by:_________________________________________________________________ 

 Plant Choice ($11 each):  # of plants:  ____  Color:   Red  ____    Pink  ____    White ____      
     

Total Amount:    ______ Cash   _____ Check (made payable to Emmanuel Friedens )            
                                                            
                                             
 ____  Will pick up plant from December 21-22  
____   Would like to give the poinsettia for our Christmas season worship services 
____   Would like to donate a plant to a member   
  
  

Church Office Hours 
During the Holiday Season 

 
December 25: Office is closed –Holiday. 
December 28: Office is open. 
Monday, December 29-31:  Office is closed.      
Pastor Peter will be available  (585-406-4166). 

Poinsettia Order 

As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 
welcomes and 

affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, martial 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

STAY CONNECTED 
 
 
 
 
 

www.facebook.com/ 
emmanuelfriedenschurch 
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A Vision for Our Journey 
 

Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching, 
Committed to  
    Growing hearts and minds; 
     Learning openness, courage and love; 
      Serving with our neighbors; 
       Pursuing God’s justice and peace; 
        Inviting others to share the journey! 

May the spirit of Christmas bring you  
blessings and joy. 

 
~ Merry  Christmas and Happy New Year ~ 

 

Your church staff 
Peter, Michael, Maria, and Dave 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 


