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Advent Season Schedule- 
Courageous Joy 

 

THE ENVOY 
A Newsletter of  Emmanuel Friedens Church 

American Baptist and United Church of Christ Congregation 

218 Nott Terrace, Schenectady, NY  12307 
Rev.  Peter J.B. Carman, Pastor 

 

Sunday, December 2: First Sunday in Advent 
Lighting of the first Advent Candle-Hope 

Communion, Gift Tags Taken by Congregation 
 

Saturday, December 8 @ 9:30 am 
Decorating the church 

 

Sunday, December 9:  Second Sunday in Advent 
Lighting of the second Advent Candle-Peace 

Hanging of the Greens, Gifts Returned 
 

Saturday, December 15:  
Decorating the church 

 

Sunday, December 16  Third Sunday in Advent 
Lighting of the third Advent Candle– Joy 

Poinsettias in the sanctuary 
 Christmas Celebration Luncheon following worship 

 

December 23: Fourth Sunday in Advent 
Lighting of the fourth Advent Candle-Love 

 

December 24: Xmas Eve  
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service @ 7 pm 

 
_______________________________________ 

Wednesday Advent Services –Prayers for Peace 
@ Emmanuel Friedens Church 

Wednesday, December 5, 12, and 19 @ 7 pm 
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Dear Emmanuel Friedens Friends,  

In December of 2018 for my Christmas “epistle” it seems appropriate simply to offer this prayer. 
Loving God,  

It is a time like that one was,  
when many are homeless, or refugees, 

when your children go hungry, 
when the vulnerable suffer so that the powerful may prosper. 

And yet we dare to believe, O God, 
that we too live in a time capable of miracles. 

With shepherds and with sages, 
with saints and with sinners, we dare to believe 

in the power of your incarnation-- 
your presence in human flesh. 
We see you in an infant’s eyes, 

touch you in the clasped hands of a little child, 
hear you in the song of an aging woman, 

feel your breath in the final words of a fragile prophet. 
We dare to believe, O God, and we dare to begin living 

into the better world that is coming. 
A new day is around the corner, past the deep horizon of night! 

Grant us such grace, such trust in you, 
that we may live the love  

proclaimed by heavenly messengers, 
siezed by fieldhands, pronounced by magi. 

Where we face terrible obstacles, 
grant us wings to fly. 

In the valley and shadow of despair, 
plant such hope as may shine,  

a sharp beacon. 
When others tell us we cannot do or say  

what you call us to do and say, 
grant us courage to keep on. 

May we lay aside our wealth and our poverty, 
our fear and our hesitation, 

and come running to greet you, 
ready to sing your joyful good news of liberation. 

Amen. 
 

May December be a time for centering once more on the heart of our convictions and our relationships 
with the world around us.  
 

A Blessed Advent and Merry Christmas,  Peter 

From the Pastor’s Desk... 
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                      An Invitation to You to Join Us For Our  
                      Church Christmas Celebration Dinner 

                               
 

Church Christmas Celebration Luncheon, Sunday, December 16, will be a very special, fun 

day for our Church to gather together and celebrate Jesus’ birth.  Following our worship service, we 
will gather for lunch in Fellowship Hall.  Please let us know if you will attend and which food item 
you will bring by completing the reservation slip (which will be in the bulletin and sent via e-mail) 
and placing it in the collection plate or in the basket which will be located in the office. Or you can 
always call the office and let us know. Family and friends are always welcome to join us.   We ask 
that you bring an ingredient card with your homemade food item. This will be helpful for those indi-
viduals with dietary needs.   
 

We hope everyone will make a special effort to attend. 
 

 
 
 

Christian Education  

Adult Sunday Classes  
 

December 9:       Sharing Faith Across Generations 
December 16:     Christmas luncheon in Fellowship Hall after worship—no Sunday classes 
December 23:   An Advent activity for all generations 
December 30:   A light-hearted gathering for all  in the Board room over coffee, cookies, and snacks 
January 6, 2019:   An Invitation to all Friedens United Church of Christ members and any other             

   interested individuals in the congregation, please join us to learn about the Articles
   of Federation and to discuss the requirements of the Constitution of the United  
   Church of Christ. We need everyone's input.   

A rummage sale was held on  November 10 to benefit the youth group mission trips. 
And it was very successful– over $1,800 was raised for their benefit. Many thanks to 
Nancy Spencer for organizing this event with the endless help from her friend,        
Peter. And many thanks to the volunteers who worked to set-up the sale and/or 
worked on the day of the sale, and to help clean-up/breakdown: Robyn Axon, Faye 
Bailey, Mary Lou Chotkowski, Joani Jameson and sister, Jocelyn McKinney, Karen 
Salmon, Faye Saville, June Schermerhorn, Dave Snyder, Chris Spencer, Doreen and 
Laura, friends of Nancy, and a few of the youth from First United 
Methodist Church. 

There will be a brief program of songs by our children as 
we gather for our Christmas  celebration. 

 

 
A memorial service giving thanks for John’s life will be 
held at our church on Saturday, December 8 at 3 pm 
with a reception to follow.  
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Mid-Week Advent Services-Prayers for Peace 
 Wednesday, December 5, 12, and 19 

 7 pm @ in the Chapel 
A meditative time of worship –all are welcome! 

 
Sunday, December 9, Second Sunday in Advent 

We Light the Candle of Peace 
Scriptures: Luke 1:68-79, Philippians 1: 3-11 

Sermon: Embracing Shalom 
Hanging of the Greens will be a part of the service. 

Peter JB Carman is preaching. 
 

Sunday, December 16, Third Sunday in Advent 
We Light the Candle of Joy  

Scriptures: Isaiah 12:2-6, Luke 3:7-18 
Sermon: Courageous Joy  

Peter JB Carman is preaching. 
 

Sunday, December 23, Fourth Sunday in Advent 
We Light the Candle of Love 

Scriptures: Luke 46b-55, Psalm 80: 1-7 
Sermon: Love Takes Courage 
Peter JB Carman is preaching. 

 

Christmas Eve Worship @ 7 pm 
A Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols 

 

Sunday, December 30 
 

The First Sunday After Christmas  
  Scripture: Colossians 3:12-17 

Sermon: The Peace of Christ  
Peter JB Carman is preaching. 

 

January 6, 2019 
Epiphany (“Old Christmas”) 

Scriptures: Isaiah 60:1-6, Matthew 2:1-12 
Sermon: Walking by Starlight 

Peter JB Carman preaching 
 
 
 
 
 

 Worship in Advent and Christmas  

 January 2019 
 At A Glance 

 

Special Offering  
Through the Month of January 

Retired Ministers and Missionaries  
(American Baptist) and  

the Christmas Fund for the  
Veterans of the Cross and  

Emergency Fund  
(United Church of Christ)  

 

Shaping the Sermon Bible Study 
resumes on January 2, 2019 

 

Dr. Martin Luther King’s  
Celebration and Program 

Date to be Announced 
 

Saturday, January 26 
EFC Brunch, 10:30-11:30 am 

 

Annual Business Meeting 
Date to be Announced 

_______________________ 
 

The January  issue of the Envoy will be 
available the week of January 7, 2019. 
The deadline to submit articles, com-
mittee news,  announcements, etc. is 
Wednesday, January 2.  Thank you. 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

John M. Detwyler 
 

March 16, 1929 – November 22, 2018 
A long time member of our church  
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Church News/Happenings 

November 12 

When the women of the Niles Judson Circle met in   

November, each one brought two dozen cookies 

which they distributed among colorful gift bags.  Then 

they ventured out, with the cookie bags, in 3 groups 

to visit several church members who are not         

physically able to get to church very often.  All visitors         

reported having a wonderful afternoon of conversa-

tions with good friends. It was a blessing for  

both the visitors and the visited! 

November 11 
A happy birthday celebration was enjoyed by all. The 
congregation gathered to celebrate every one’s birth-
day.  Many thanks to Charlie Reyes for organizing this 

event and to all who contributed the  
delicious cakes and sweets. 
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Brunch News:  
From the Community Brunch Crew — Our next brunch is December 29. We are asking for donations of 
Christmas candy so that we may give our guests a little something. Please donate bagged candy which is in-
dividually wrapped. You can drop off your donations to the office.  
  
Also, restocking of winter coats (especially mens), hats, gloves, etc is needed for the clothing room. Many 
people are coming in for these items and we are running out. Please help us out. Check out your closets, 
maybe you will find these items that you are no longer using. 

Church News/Happenings – continued  

Church Office Hours 
During the Holiday Season 

 
December 25: Office is closed –Holiday. 
December 26-28: Office is closed – staff vacation. 
Monday, December 31:  Office is open. Both Peter 
and Maria will be in. 
Tuesday, January 1: Office is closed—Holiday. 

Reminder:  
Please return gifts by Sunday, December 9 

Thank you. 



 

 

 
 

Poinsettia Order 
 

To order poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary and to have for the holiday season, please use the order form  
(below). The cost is $11/plant. Please return the form by December 10 with your payment to the church by 

dropping it in the collection plate, mailing it  or calling the office to place your order. Thank you. 
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Poinsettia Order Form 
(orders must be in by December 10) 

 
Purchased by:_________________________________________________________________ 

  
Plant Choice ($11 each):  Number of plants:  ____  Color:   Red  ____    Pink  ____    White ____      

     
Total Amount:    ______ Cash   _____ Check (made payable to Emmanuel Friedens )            
                                                             
                                                            
 ____  Will pick up plant after the service on December 23 or before 
____   Will pick up plant after the Christmas Eve service 
____   Would like to give the poinsettia for our Christmas season worship services 
____   Would be available to deliver a plant to a homebound congregation member (after     
             12/16) 
   
  

  

Emergency Needs Offering 
 
Starting on Sunday, December 9, we will receive an offering to support the church’s Emergency 
Needs Fund to offer support to Emmanuel Friedens’ church members, friends and those in the 
community facing emergency needs. The Fund gives us the opportunity to provide support for 
those individuals and families who lack food, shelter, medicine and other basic needs. In this 
season of giving, what a great way to make a gift where it can make a difference.  
 

Look for the envelope in the pews or on the table at the back of the sanctuary.  Thank you. 

As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 
welcomes and 

affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, martial 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

STAY CONNECTED 
 
 
 
 
 

www.facebook.com/ 
emmanuelfriedenschurch 

 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, New York  12307 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
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Schenectady, NY  12307 
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A Vision for Our Journey 
 

Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching, 
Committed to  
    Growing hearts and minds; 
     Learning openness, courage and love; 
      Serving with our neighbors; 
       Pursuing God’s justice and peace; 
        Inviting others to share the journey! 

May the spirit of Christmas bring you  
blessings and joy. 

 
~ Merry  Christmas and Happy New Year ~ 

 
Pastor Peter, Michael, Maria, and Dave 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


