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Advent Season Schedule- 
Gathering in the Light 

THE ENVOY 
A Newsletter of  Emmanuel Friedens Church 

American Baptist and United Church of Christ Congregation 

218 Nott Terrace, Schenectady, NY  12307 
Rev.  Peter J.B. Carman, Pastor 

 

Sunday, December 3: First Sunday in Advent 
Lighting of the first Advent Candle-Hope 

Communion, Gift Tags Taken by Congregation 
 

Saturday, December 9 @ 9:30 am 
Decorating the church 

 

Sunday, December 10:  Second Sunday in Advent 
Lighting of the second Advent Candle-Peace 

Hanging of the Greens, Gifts Returned 
 

Sunday, December 17:  Third Sunday in Advent 
Lighting of the third Advent Candle– Joy 

Poinsettias in the sanctuary 
Church Christmas Celebration Dinner following worship 

 

Sunday, December 24: Fourth Sunday in Advent 
Lighting of the fourth Advent Candle-Love 

 

5:30 pm Christmas Eve Reception hosted by  
Charlie and Edwin Reyes @ their home 

 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service @ 7 pm 
_______________________________________ 

Wednesday Advent Services  
@ Emmanuel Friedens Church-Church Parlor 
Wednesday, December 6, 13, and 20 @ 7 pm 

All are invited! 
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Dear Emmanuel Friedens Friends, 
 
Advent is a season of waiting and preparation for the coming deliverer. In the four weeks 
leading up to Christmas, as the world rushes along with sometimes-forced merriment, 
many of us who follow Christ long for some intentionality in the season. 
 

In discussing how best to observe Advent this year, we at Emmanuel Friedens chose the 
theme Gathering in the Light.  Living in times that are confusing, surrounded by news of 
conflict and injustice, as each day grows shorter and the night grows longer. Many of us 
feel overwhelmed, beleaguered. It is a natural tendency to want to withdraw and hide in 
the comfort of solitude.  Tempting as that withdrawal may be, we are convinced, as fol-
lowers of Jesus, that our community of faith is a good place to gather together. Here we  
share our light with one another; experience healing; and draw courage from one anoth-
er.  
 

In the days leading up to Christmas, I hope that you will want to join in one or more of a 
series of such gatherings. Whether on Sunday mornings in worship, or on Wednesday 
evenings in the Parlor, during our annual Christmas dinner or as we light candles on 
Christmas Eve, I hope that you will bring your light, as well as your needs. Let’s gather in 
the light,  that we may, in turning toward one another, turn as well toward God. Let’s 
gather in the light, to be strengthened in spirit to live lives that testify to the reality that 
there is a God. And not just any God! A God who is best known in the acts of kindness of 
simple people and in the courage of the quiet to stand up for their neighbors, and for a 
more peaceable just city and world.  
 

Advent is a season of waiting and preparation for the coming deliverer. Let’s steal a little 
time out of the hectic days, and find in each other a little light, in the lengthening nights. 
I believe we will find Christ shows up early, when we least expect, and most need.  
 

In Christ’s Peace 

Peter 
Peter JB Carman, Pastor 

 
 
 

From the Pastor’s Desk... 
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                      An Invitation to You to Join Us For Our  
                      Church Christmas Celebration Dinner 

                               
 

Church Christmas Celebration Dinner, Sunday, December 17, will be a very special, fun 

day for our Church to gather together and celebrate Jesus’ birth.  Following our worship service, 
there will be a Christmas dinner in Fellowship Hall. The dinner will feature baked turkey prepared by 
Shop Rite chefs.  Please let us know if you will attend and which food item you will bring by com-
pleting the reservation slip (which will be in the bulletins) and placing it in the collection plate or in 
the basket which will be located in the office. Or you can always call the office and let us know. Fami-
ly and friends are always welcome to join us.  If unable to prepare a side dish, you may wish to con-
tribute to the turkey preparation costs. We ask that you bring an ingredient card with your home-
made food item. This will be helpful for those individuals with dietary needs.   
 

We hope everyone will make a special effort to participate. 
 

 
 
 
 

Prior to the candlelight service (@ 7 pm) , our Christmas Eve reception will be held at 5:30 pm, 
hosted by Charlie and Edwin Reyes at their home, 1217 Parkwood Boulevard in Schenectady. 

We hope you can attend.  

Christian Education &  Activities  

Adult Sunday Classes  
 

Advent Series:   
 

December 3 and 10: These classes will be led by Arnie Schultz, and friends, as we  explore our Advent 
theme this year, “Gathering in the Light.” May we prepare our ourselves for the birth of Jesus as we pon-
der where the light is in our lives, our community, our world, and be encouraged and strengthen as we 
share that light.  
December 19:  - Christmas dinner in Fellowship Hall after worship—no Sunday classes 
December 24:  - No Sunday classes  
December 31:  - A light-hearted gathering in the board room over coffee and cookies as we share 
“Confessions of failed New Year’s resolutions and consideration of new ones!” 
 

There will be a brief program of songs by our children as 
we gather for our Christmas dinner celebration. 

 

 
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Poinsettia Order 
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Gathering in the Light 
  

Sunday, December 3, First Sunday in Advent 
We Light the Candle of Hope 

Communion 
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

Communion Meditation: Strengthening 
Peter JB Carman is preaching. 

 

Sunday, December 10, Second Sunday in Advent 
We Light the Candle of Peace 

Scriptures: Psalm 85: 1-2, 8-13, Mark 1: 1-8 
Sermon: Where Righteousness and Peace Kiss 

Hanging of the Greens will be a part of the service. 
Peter JB Carman is preaching. 

 

Sunday, December 17, Third Sunday in Advent 
We Light the Candle of Joy  

Scriptures: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11, Luke 1:46b-55 
Sermon: Joy Turns It Upside Down  

Peter JB Carman is preaching. 
 

Sunday, December 24, Fourth Sunday in Advent 
(Morning worship at 10 am) 
We Light the Candle of Love 

Scriptures: Isaiah 52:7-10, John 1: 1-14 
Sermon: In the Beginning 

Peter JB Carman is preaching. 
 

Christmas Eve Worship @ 7 pm 
(Please note 1 hour earlier than last year) 

A Candlelight Service of Readings and Carols 
 
 

Mid-Week Advent Services 
 Wednesday, December 6, 13, and 20 

 7 pm @ the Church-in the Parlor 
All are invited! 

 

Sunday, December 31 
The First Sunday After Christmas  

Scriptures: Isaiah 61:10-62:3, Galatians 4:4-7  
Sermon: The Consequences of Christmas  

Peter JB Carman is preaching. 
___________________________________ 

 Worship in Advent and Christmas   January 2018 
 At A Glance 

 

Special Offering  
Through the Month of January 

Retired Ministers and Missionaries  
(American Baptist) and  

the Christmas Fund for the  
Veterans of the Cross and  

Emergency Fund  
(United Church of Christ)  

 

Shaping the Sermon Bible Study 
resumes on January 3, 2018 

 

Sunday, January 14 
50th Anniversary— 

Dr. Martin Luther King’s  
Celebration and Program,  

2:30 pm @ SUNY SCCC Taylor  
Auditorium in Schdy. 

 

Saturday, January 27 
EFC Brunch, 10:30-11:30 am 

 

Sunday, January 28 
Annual Business Meeting 

_______________________ 
 

The January  issue of the Envoy will be 
available the week of January 7, 2018. 
The deadline to submit articles, com-
mittee news,  announcements, etc. is 

To order poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary and 
to have for the holiday season, please use the order 
form  (on page 7). The cost is $11/plant. Please re-

turn the form by December 11 with your payment to 
the church by dropping it in the collection plate  or 

calling the office to place your order. Thank you. 



 

 
 
  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Congratulations to our nonagenarians: Frederica Anderson, 
Carolyn and Don Brightman, Patricia Bumbarger, Josephine 
Cristy, Norma Hudson, Althea Nelson, David Raycroft,      
Margaret Rufer, John Saville, Carol Tumbelston, and Hazel 
Wilson. 
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Church News/Happenings 

On All Saints Sunday, November 5, we celebrated 

and gave thanks in worship for living Emmanuel 

Friedens members age 90 and over. Following wor-

ship, we shared a cake and other refreshments in 

their honor. A month later we continue to say: Your 

congregation is grateful for each of your lives, and 

your caring examples of what it means to live full 

loving faithful lives.   
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Brunch News: Another successful community brunch! We served 90 guests the Saturday after Thanksgiv-

ing. We were again blessed with the help of the First United Methodist Youth Group who provided four 
youth who served our guests. We served eggs and French toast bake along with chili, and of course, our ce-
real and toast station. The pies were a big success; thank you to the congregation for donating the pies.   
 

Our next brunch is December 30, our “eve before New Year’s Eve” brunch. We are asking for donations of 
Christmas candy so that we may give our guests a little something. Please donate bagged candy which is in-
dividually wrapped. You can drop off your donations to the office.  

Church News/Happenings – continued  

 

In Remembrance of a Friend: We extend our 

sympathy and love to friends and family of Rose-
Marie Theresa Ann Noll, widow of longtime 
Friedens Church member William H. Noll Jr.  Rose-
Marie died on November 20th. Our Friedens mem-
bers remember RoseMarie with great fondness. A 
memorial mass was celebrated at St. John the 
Evangelist Roman Catholic Church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A Thank You: Dear Peter, Thank you for partici-

pating in my mother’s memorial and for helping 
make it so special. My mother was an amazing 
woman and it was wonderful to see the outpouring 
of love for her. Please extend my thanks to all 
those who helped organize and put together the 
lovely reception at the church as well.  With a 
Grateful Heart, Lynne O’Brien (Cay Raycraft's 
Daughter)  
 

The Church also received words of thanks and a 
generous monetary gift in remembrance of Cay 
from David Raycroft.  
 
 

Church Office Hours 
During the Holiday Season 

 
December 25: Office is closed –Holiday. 
December 26-28: Office is closed – staff vacation. 
Friday, December 29:  Office is open. Peter will 
not be in. 
Monday, January 1: Office is closed—Holiday. 
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Poinsettia Order Form 
(orders must be in by December 11) 

 
 

Purchased by:_________________________________________________________________ 

  
Plant Choice ($11 each):  Number of plants:  ____  Color:   Red  ____    Pink  ____    White ____      

     
Total Amount:    ______ Cash   _____ Check (made payable to Emmanuel Friedens )            
                                                             
                                                            
 ____  Will pick up plant after the service on December 17 
____   Will pick up plant after the Christmas Eve service 
____   Would like to give the poinsettia for our Christmas season worship services 
____   Would be available to deliver a plant to a homebound congregation member (after 

Emergency Needs Offering 
 
Starting on Sunday, December 10, we will receive an offering to support the church’s Emergency 
Needs Fund to offer support to Emmanuel Friedens’ church members, friends and those in the 
community facing emergency needs. The Fund gives us the opportunity to provide support for 
those individuals and families who lack food, shelter, medicine and other basic needs. In this 
season of giving, what a great way to make a gift where it can make a difference.  
 

Look for the envelope in the pews or on the table at the back of the sanctuary.  Thank you. 

As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 
welcomes and 

affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, martial 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

STAY CONNECTED 
 
 
 
 
 

www.facebook.com/ 
emmanuelfriedenschurch 

 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, New York  12307 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, NY  12307 
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A Vision for Our Journey 
 

Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching, 
Committed to  
    Growing hearts and minds; 
     Learning openness, courage and love; 
      Serving with our neighbors; 
       Pursuing God’s justice and peace; 
        Inviting others to share the journey! 

May the spirit of Christmas bring you  
blessings and joy. 

 
~ Merry  Christmas and Happy New Year ~ 

 
Pastor Peter, Michael , Maria and Dave 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


