
April 2022  Issue 401 

Contact  Us: 
(518) 374-4114 

ebcfried@nycap.rr.com 
 

 Interim Pastor 
Rev. Dr. Rodney W. Kennedy 

 
Minister of Music 

Michael P. Harrison 
mpharrison@comcast.net 

 
Worship Hours 

Sunday @ 10 am 
 

Sunday Classes 
(Sept-June) 

11:15 am  
 

Office Hours 
9:30 am-3:30 pm M-F 

 
 

 
Included in This Issue… 

 

From the  Pastor        1-2 
    

Sunday Worship            2 
 

Holy Week                      3 
 

Committee News          4 
 

Community News      4-5    

 

Easter Plant Order        6 
   Form 
 

Catching Up!                  7 
 
 
 
 

        
Insert  
 

April  Calendar    
       
                 
 

    

 

 
 

                          
 
  
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Keep the Bible  
 

The word of God is a river of living waters. This was the paradigmatic truth for 
the church. Then fundamentalism came along and opened a bottled water 
company on the banks of the river of life. As fundamentalism morphed into 
various divisions, including a more moderate evangelical faith, the number of 
bottling companies increased 100-fold. Everyone was hawking the purest, 
best tasting, most nutritious water. Additives became the rage. No one       
remembered how the water had tasted when they knelt at the river and 
lapped the water in the left hands.  
 

Then people started rejecting all the bottled water. Some progressives not 
only rejected the bottled waters of fundamentalism and evangelicalism, but 
they no longer bothered coming to the river of life. They didn’t realize that 
fundamentalists had not poisoned the river of life and turned it into a          
theological toxic disaster. Fundamentalists were good marketing gurus. The     
packaging sizzled, the salesperson had perma-press smiles, magnetic           
personalities, and charismatic deliveries.   
 

How do we spread the word that you can walk past all the booths dotting the 
banks of the river of life and drink the same pure water that has always been 
available? The Epistle to the Hebrews offers a helpful piece of advice: 
“Therefore we must pay greater attention to what we have heard, so that we 
do not drift away from it.” The image is that of a river of life – God’s holy river 
– flowing freely through the land. The verb tense is more accurately             
rendered, “so that we are not drifted by.” The sense is that we stand on the 
banks of the river, sampling all the bottled water company products, and the 
river of life – constituting God’s purposes of peace and praise – roll on by 
leaving us arguing senselessly on the banks about which artificial flavored  
water tastes the best.  
 

The river of life still flows. Jesus still offers us the opportunity to drink from  
(Continued on page 2) 
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the river and not from the bottle. Jesus said to the woman at the well, “Those who drink of the     
water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a 
spring of water gushing up to eternal life.”  
 

There’s no reason in the world to throw away the Bible because the fundamentalists and            
evangelicals presume (arrogantly) to have the patent, the original recipe locked in a vault in       
Nashville, Tennessee, the only true word. As a progressive, you can gave the Bible and a solid faith 
rooted in all the readily available tools of interpretation. God has given biblical scholars to the 
church as a gift that we can embrace, debate, and partner with to discern God’s purposes for life. 
Don’t be fooled by the booths on the river with their preachers masquerading as “hawkers of holi-
ness.” As William Langford puts it in the Prologue to Piers Plowman: “I found there friars from all 
four orders, preaching to people to profit their gut, and glossing the gospel to their own good  lik-
ing; some of these doctors contradicted authorities …. Many strange things have happened these 
last years; unless Holy church and charity clear away such confessors the world’s worst misfortune 
mounts up fast.” This may well be an apt description of our situation.  
 

I believe we should keep the Bible – the rivers of living water – and reject the evangelical bottled 
water.       
 

Sunday Worship   
 

 
.  

  (Live in-person, Facebook Live and Zoom) 

Rev. Dr. Rodney Kennedy  will  
lead worship and preach. 

 
Sunday, April 3: Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Communion Sunday 
Readings:  Philippians 3:4-14, John 12:1-8 
Sermon: “Something Beautiful for God”  
 

Sunday, April 10: Palm Sunday 
Reading: Luke 19:28-40 
Sermon: “God Needs a Donkey” 
 

Sunday, April 17: Easter 
Reading: John 20:1-18 
Sermon: “When Jesus Calls You By Name” 
 

Sunday, April 24: Second Sunday  of Easter 
Reading: John 20: 19-31 

Sermon: “Somebody Done Somebody Wrong’ 

Sermons 
 

Dr. Kennedy’s sermons from the past   
Sunday will be sent out via mail and  e-mail 
during the week, as well as  being posted 
on the church’s website under “Worship”.  



 

 

 
 

Palm Sunday 
April 10 

 
Our worship begins  

@ 10:00 am live on Facebook or in-person 
We remember Jesus’ joyful procession into Jerusalem. 

Palm Sunday marks the beginning of Holy week. 
 

Maundy Thursday 
April 14 

 
A remembrance of Jesus’ Last Supper with his friends.  
Joint worship with First United Methodist Church @ EFC 

 
Good Friday 

April 15 (No service at EFC) 
 

Easter Sunday 
April 17 
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Our worship begins  
@ 10:00 am in-person and  
live on Facebook/Zoom. 

Reception to follow 

HOLY WEEK   Committee News  
(Outreach and Mission-a request from Nancy Spencer) 
 

We are in need of the following toiletries (full size if possible): 
shampoo 
conditioner 
body wash 
razers shaving cream 
body lotion  
toothpaste 

And we also need men’s shoes and women’s sneakers.  Any donation will be appreciated.  Thanks. 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To donate using the website, follow these steps: 
 Go to the following web site: events.crophungerwalk.org/2022 
 In the Search box on the top right, type in Emmanuel Friedens Church 
 There you can donate and/or scroll down and join the team or start your own team! 
 
Although this is another year that we cannot walk together as a group through the streets of       
Schenectady, take a walk with a few friends or your team on this day knowing that you will be     
walking to end hunger locally (25% of the money raised stays in  Schenectady) and globally. 
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Community News 

2022 Phil Grigsby Memorial CROP Hunger Walk, May 1 (sponsored 

by Schenectady Community Ministries): The annual CROP Walk will 

be virtual again this year, with a Zoom kick-off at 12:30 pm. Faye   

Bailey has set-up an Emmanuel Friedens Team on the CROP                

website.  You can donate there or better yet, join the team and     

encourage your friends and relatives to support you on the team.  If 

you would like to join the team but do not want to deal with the 

website, let Faye Bailey know (518-374-2114) and she will sign you 

up!  Want to donate by check without going to the website? Write a 

check payable to CWS CROP and send it to the church office or place 

it into the collection plate at church. If donating by cash, please make 

sure you identify that the money is for the CROP Walk. You will get a 

T-shirt and if you raise $100 or more in donations, you will get a 

SiCM water bottle. Emmanuel Friedens’ goal is to raise $1,500.  

http://vents.crophungerwalk.org/2022


Interfaith Earth Day Mitzvah: On Sunday, April 24, join Schenectady Clergy Against Hate, Sche-

nectady Community Ministries and Nemeton of the Ways for an afternoon of interfaith service both 

honoring our ancestors and caring for creation by helping clean up the Historic Vale Cemetery! 

Building off the long tradition of an event organized by Nemeton of the Ways, faith communities 

from across greater Schenectady will work together to build unity, learn more about one another 

and give back to their community. The event will begin with a brief blessing at 2:00 pm. Please come 

prepared with work gloves and yard tools. Location/time: The Dell at Vale Cemetery, 907 State 

Street, 2-4 pm 

Denominational News 
 

Ukraine Relief Efforts Through Our Denominations 
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American Baptist Church Response 
 

The work being done by the International Ministries’        
regional partner (the European Baptist Federation) in 
collaboration with national partners (Baptist Unions 
in Ukraine, Poland, Hungary, Romania, and other          
European countries) and the local efforts by the  
global servants in Hungary can only be sustained with 
your generosity. You can give a gift to International        
Ministries *online or by check so that relief efforts 
through their global servants and partners can                        
continue. Checks should be mailed to International  
Ministries (please designate your contribution “OGHS
-Ukraine Relief” in the memo line), made payable to 
International  Ministries” and mailed to: 
International Ministries 
Attn: Gifts Processing 
1003 W 9th Avenue, Ste A 
King of Prussia, PA 19406 
 *Online donations (www.internationalministries.org)  
 

Upcoming Meetings: 

American Baptist (AB) Women Ministries/AB Girls 
NYS Convention, April 22-24, 2022, Chautauqua    
Harbor  Hotel, Celeron, NY 

United Church of Christ Response 
 
The United Church of Christ is appealing 
for support for refugees and for elderly 
and other vulnerable people who are     
displaced within Ukraine and unable to 
leave. As a member of the ACT Alliance, 
UCC support is being targeted to people 
most in need through humanitarian relief    
partners with a history of working in the      
region. You can donate online* or by 
check, payable to the United Church of 

Christ (please designate your donation 
“Ukraine Relief Fund” in the memo line), 
and mail to United Church of Christ, PO 
BOX 71957 Cleveland, OH 44194.  
*online donations:  
https://support.ucc.org/global-h-o-p-e/
ukraine-emergency-appeal 
  

Upcoming Meetings: 
  

UCC New York Conference  
Annual Meeting, June 10-12, 2022 
@ Silver Bay, Lake George NY 
  

UCC Hudson-Mohawk Conference 
Spring  Meeting:  April 30 
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Community News 

Easter Plant Order Form 
Purchased by: 
 _________________________________________________________________ 

In memory of: 
 ____________________________________________________OR___________ 

In celebration of:  
 _________________________________________________________________ 

   

Plant Choice:   ___  Lily Cost: $14/each  Number of plants:  _____ 
    ___ Mum* Cost: $15/each  Number of plants:  _____ 
  
*Color of mum:  ___white  __yellow  ___lavender/purple (please check a color choice) 

  
OR 

  
 ____  I  would like to donate to the purchases of Easter Plants (either for the sanctuary or home-
bound member) 
  
 
Total Amount: ______ Cash  _____ Check (made payable to Emmanuel Friedens Church) 
  
____  Will pick up plant(s) after the service                         Please return the form by April 11. 
____  Will leave the plant(s) after the Easter service 
____  Would be available to deliver a plant to a homebound congregation member  
   

  

To order a spring plant, a lily or chrysanthemum, or both, to decorate the        
sanctuary on Easter and have for the Easter season,  please complete the form 

below and  return it  by Monday, April 11.  Please make checks payable to        
Emmanuel Friedens Church, memo note, “Easter Plants.” 



 

 Catching Up! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Breakfast with Josephine Cristy  
in Tampa, Fl on March 11….Nancy Spencer 
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Sunday Worship  remains available via Facebook Live on the 
Church’s Facebook Page (https://www.facebook.com/Emmanuel-
Friedens-Church-122934277889274/)  and by Zoom, with a Zoom 
link and passcode being sent to the congregation each week (via 
the Sunday bulletin). 
 

And for video recordings of all worship services, a link is available 

As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 
welcomes and 

affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, martial 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

STAY CONNECTED 
 
 
 
 
 

www.facebook.com/ 
emmanuelfriedenschurch 

 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, New York  12307 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, NY  12307 
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A Vision for Our Journey 
 

Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching, 
Committed to  
    Growing hearts and minds; 
     Learning openness, courage and love; 
      Serving with our neighbors; 
       Pursuing God’s justice and peace; 

https://www.facebook.com/Emmanuel-Friedens-Church-122934277889274/
https://www.facebook.com/Emmanuel-Friedens-Church-122934277889274/

