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THE ENVOY 
A Newsletter of  Emmanuel Friedens Church 

American Baptist and United Church of Christ Congregation 

218 Nott Terrace, Schenectady, NY  12307 
Rev.  Peter J.B. Carman, Pastor 

From the Pastor 

YOU ARE INVITED  
The Rev. Dr. Rodney Kennedy, Interim Pastor 

 

As your interim pastor, it is my joy to welcome you to Emmanuel Friedens. 
I know that seems odd since I am the newcomer in town, but I think that it 
is essential that a pastor always be an inviting presence, a person who truly 
believes that life in church is stronger, better, more fulfilling. Therefore, it 
is my privilege, in the name of Emmanuel Friedens Federated Church,  to 
invite you to conversations about God and life. Is life satisfying? Does the 
constant stress of trying to be successful, make money, and have some sta-
tus in the community get you down? Is it hard to know what to do? Is your 
life joyful? Is it peaceful? Are you flourishing? Do you have questions? I’m 
inviting you to join me on the journey. 
 

I believe that the church exists to provide a peaceable environment for 
people struggling to make ends meet, may sense out of life, and deal with 
difficulties. We offer courage for those who are afraid. Jesus teaches us not 
to be afraid. Here in this sacred space I believe God expects us to discern 
God’s purpose and will. In the give and take of a people figuring out how to 
live and how to practice the faith we hold in common, we offer this space 
as refuge, safety, and sacredness.  
 

We offer the peace of Christ and promise to help you bear your burdens. In 
our minds we are here to pray for one another, encourage one another, 
accept one another, and be good to one another. Our goal is to live peace-
ably with one another so that we might help create a community of peace 
and well-being in the midst of division and controversy. “One another” is a 
powerful metaphor for the church.  
 

Emmanuel Friedens offers grace for the journey of life, mercy for the chal-
lenges you face, and help in finding your way in the maze of a cutthroat 
culture interested only in money, fame, and power. As the poet put it, “Not 
until the sun excludes you do I exclude you.”                    (continued on page 2) 
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Here’s our promise to you:  
 Challenging, inspiring, helpful sermons  
 Hard, rigorous, demanding opportunities 
 The tough claims of Jesus presented with clarity and purpose 
 Difficult challenges like confession, reconciliation, and belief 
 Opportunity to be part of something bigger than self 
 A place to belong and be loved and accepted 

 

"May the peace of Christ be with you." 

 

  Sunday Worship  (Live in –person, Zoom link or online) 

Rev. Dr. Rodney Kennedy  will lead worship and preach. 
 

Sunday, April 11: Second Sunday of Easter 
Readings: Acts 4:32-35, 1 John 1:1-2: 2,  John 20: 19-31  
Sermon: “Jesus is Looking for Doubters,  Agnostics, and Other Smart People” 
 

Sunday, April 18: Third Sunday of Easter 
Readings:  Acts 3:12-19, Luke 24:36b-48 
Sermon: “Our Bodily, Fleshly, Material Faith” 
 

Sunday, April 25: Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Readings:  Acts 4:5-12, 1 John 3:16-24, John 10:11-18 
Sermon: “Jesus Was Not a Capitalist But We Are” 
 

Sunday, May 2: Fifth Sunday of Easter-Communion Sunday  
Readings:  1 John 3: 16-24 

Sermon: “The Production of Saints” 

Sermons 
 

Dr. Kennedy’s sermons from the past Sunday are sent out via mail and  e-mail during the week, 
as well as being posted on the church’s website under “Worship”.  

Sunday Worship  remains available via Facebook Live on the Church’s Facebook Page (https://
www.facebook.com/Emmanuel-Friedens-Church-122934277889274/)  and by Zoom, with a 
Zoom link and passcode being sent to the congregation each week (via the Sunday bulletin). 
 

And for video recordings of all worship services, a link is available on the church’s website, 
www.emmanuelfriedens.org—Home page.   

https://www.facebook.com/Emmanuel-Friedens-Church-122934277889274/
https://www.facebook.com/Emmanuel-Friedens-Church-122934277889274/


 

News from the Moderator 
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Friends of EFC 
 

I apologize for my lack of communication surrounding our interim process. Summarizing what has 
been accomplished to date; based on information from our denominational leaders the Church 
Council began the search and interview process for finding an interim minister. The 2020 Council 
felt that time would be wasted appointing a new committee to find an interim pastor and it would 
be difficult for a new group of people to gather because of COVID. We decided that as a Council we 
would start this process. We were given names and resumes of interim ministers from our regional      
leaders. We interviewed them all over Zoom and decided on Rev. Kennedy. We, as a Council, were     
excited about the energy we felt he would bring to this position.  
 

An interim minister will only serve at a church an average of 12-18 months. This person is tasked 
with working with the congregation on closing the chapter of their previous minister and preparing 
us for our new called minister. During this interim time we, as a congregation, will work to answer 
the questions; who have we been, who are we now, and who do we want to be.  
 

Based on the suggestion from our regional leaders, the Council put together a transition team that 
is working with Rev. Kennedy on answering the questions above. The transition team alongside 
with Rev. Kennedy will also moderate conversation in the congregation to get everyone’s input. 
Currently the members of the transition team are Jocelyn McKinney, Betty Detwyler, Jody Radez, 
Joani Jameson, Nancy Spencer, and Charlie Reyes.  
 

While in our interim phase, the Council and the Nominating Committee will put together a search 
committee that will do the work of finding our called minister. This work has not begun yet. If you 
are interested in being on the search committee,  please let me know.  
 

There have been some bumps in the road as Rev. Kennedy has started. These have been unfore-
seen and unavoidable circumstances. I appreciate your patience as we together try to navigate a 
big change in our church during this pandemic.  
 

 As chairperson of the Federated Council, I have been empowered as a member of our congrega-
tion. I have been reminded that we are in charge of our church and the direction we want it to go. 
However, we can only grow and learn if we have open and respectful conversation and dialogue. I 
urge you to reach out to the transition team and to Dr. Kennedy with any and all feedback.  
 

Thank you again for your patience. Always feel free to reach out to me with questions and  
concerns.  
 

Charlie Reyes 
Chairperson,  EFC  Federated Council 
Clloves21@hotmail.com 
518-694-6589 
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Emmanuel Friedens Church 
2021 Officers and Elected Committee Members 

Moderator 
Charlie Reyes 
 

Vice Moderator 
Ashley Gee Kennedy 
 

Church Clerk 
Debra Lent 
 

Treasurer 
Faye Bailey 
 

Treasurer Elect 
Open 
 

Financial Secretary 
Raymond Andersons 
 

Financial Secretary Elect 
Open 
 

Christian Education Chair 
Jim Fitzgerald 
 

Christian Education Vice-Chair 
Kevin O’Brien 
 

Church-Staff Relations 
Chair:  
 Members: 
Evelyn Kauffman 
Nancy Spencer 
Jim Fitzgerald 
 

Congregational Support & 
 Membership Chair 
Jeanne Andersons 

 

Outreach and Mission Chair 
Nancy Spencer 
 

Safe Church Implementation Team 
Debbie Gehman 
Jim Fitzgerald 
 

Social Functions & Fellowship Chair 
Marilyn Bisgrove 
 

Stewardship Chair 
Angela Keller 
 

Trustees  
Chair: Charles Lent 
 Members: 
aBart Bisgrove 
Artie Loftis 
Evelyn Kauffman 
Jocelyn McKinney 
Danielle O’Brien 
aVern Scoville 
 

Worship  
Chair: Jocelyn McKinney 
 Member: 
Joani Jameson 
-------------------------- 
aHonorary Lifetime Member 
 

mailto:Clloves21@hotmail.com


 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We were saddened to hear of the death of our congregation member and friend, Carolyn Brightman, 
who passed away Sunday, March 21 while in Ellis Hospital. Family members were by her side.        
Carolyn and her husband, Don (who died in 2019) were long time members of the church.  There are 
plans for a memorial service to be held this August at our church. Expressions of sympathy may be 
sent to the family at the following address: The Family of Carolyn Brightman, 42 Goode Street Burnt 
Hills, NY   12027 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Emmanuel Friedens’ goal  is to 
raise $1,500! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
This is how you can help: 
 Go to the following web site: crophungerwalk.org 
 In the Search box on the top right, type in Emmanuel Friedens Church 
 There you can donate and/or scroll down and join the team or start your own team! 

If you would like to join the team but do not want to deal with the website, let Faye Bailey know 
(518-374-2114) and she will sign you up! 

 Want to donate by check without going to the website? Write a check payable to CWS CROP and 
send it to the church office or put it into the collection plate at church. If donating by cash, please 
make sure you identify that the money is for the CROP Walk.  

 

Participating in the CROP WALK, whether it be in-person or virtually, is an important way to help 

fight hunger both locally (25% of the money raised stays in Schenectady) and globally.  
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Community News 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

Carolyn Brightman 
October 9,  1925- March 21, 2021 

Member of Emmanuel Baptist Since 1950 
 

2021 CROP Walk: The annual CROP Walk, sponsored by 
Schenectady Community Ministries (SiCM), will be virtual 
again this year, with a Zoom rally kick-off on Sunday, May 2 
at 12:30 pm.  Faye Bailey has set-up an Emmanuel Friedens 
Team on the CROP website.  You can donate there or better 
yet, join the team and encourage your friends and relatives 
to support you on the team.  You will get a T-shirt and if you 
raise $100 or more in donations, you are eligible to get a 
CROP mug or a travel utensil set.  Although this is another 
year that we cannot walk together as a group through the 
streets of Schenectady, take a walk with a few friends on this 
day knowing that you will be walking to end hunger. 

 

COVID–19 Vaccine Information-Update:  
 

Effective April 6, all individuals that reside, study, or work in New York age 16 and older are        
eligible to be vaccinated.  Using the “AM I Eligible” link (see below) is the quickest way to make an 
appointment. The link below gives a list of state-sponsored locations where you can receive the vac-
cine. You can also call the New York State COVID-19 Vaccination Hotline at 1-833-NYS-4-VAX (1-833-
697-4829) to make an appointment or to receive updated information on state-sponsored locations.  
Another source of information is www.vaccinefinder.com. This link will provide vaccine locations 
but you will still have to make your own appointment. The site is updated daily.   
“AM I Eligible” Link: https://am-i-eligible.covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov/.   

 

Congratulations and Good Luck 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 Hudson Mohawk Association, UCC: Spring  Meeting  (via Zoom) ,  Saturday, April 17, 9:00 - Noon   
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83721036030?pwd=aUpFc3ROVmRNTGhUbjdHd0tla2FBZz09 
Meeting ID: 837 2103 6030,    Passcode: 7297127  

 

 ABC Biennial Mission Summit, June 24-26 2021 (an on-line experience),  registration is open, 
check out www.americanbaptists2021.com 

 

 UCC New York Conference Annual Meeting will be in conjunction with the UCC General Synod, 
July 11-18, 2021 (on-line) Registration opens May 1. Websites: www.generalsynod.org and/or 
uccny.org 
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Nashaan  Howard, the great grandson of Sharon Carter, 
was  one of 80 finalists to become a Karsh STEM Scholar at 
Howard University.   Unfortunately, he was not selected.  
 

Nashaan received early admission acceptance to Howard      
University a few months ago. He has since been  accepted by 9 
other universities/colleges. This Spring, he will graduate from 
Schenectady High with an International Baccalaureate diploma 
(a world-wide program).  He has overcome huge obstacles to 
achieve this, including being raised by a teen mother and his   
father’s incarceration.  He wants to be a pediatrician. 
 

Many of you know Nashaan from volunteering at the church’s 
Community Brunch.  Nashaan, we are sending you are thoughts 
and prayers as you decide upon your academic future.  

Denominational  News 

http://crophungerwalk.org
tel:18336974829
tel:18336974829
https://am-i-eligible.covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83721036030?pwd=aUpFc3ROVmRNTGhUbjdHd0tla2FBZz09


 

News From Nancy 
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The combined EFC/FUMC Youth Group has 
been meeting every two weeks. We recently 
enjoyed participating in a murder mystery 
game. All participants dressed in costume 
and helped solve the mystery while snacking 
on finger foods.  We all went out to lunch 
together two weeks ago to the Whistling 
Tea Kettle in Schenectady and enjoyed    
walking on Jay Street in the warm sun. 

The March brunch was well attended. We 
served fresh, roasted turkey sandwiches with 
chicken gumbo along with toasted, home made 
Irish soda bread for our guests. 
 

Twenty Sunday supper meals were distributed 
to our brunch guests to take home. The ingredi-
ents for a simple rice and chicken dish were  
furnished with fresh bread and butter. Thank 
you all for the donations.   

As always, thank you all for your 
support of these missions 

As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 
welcomes and 

affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, martial 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

STAY CONNECTED 
 
 
 
 
 

www.facebook.com/ 
emmanuelfriedenschurch 

 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, New York  12307 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
Schenectady, NY  12307 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

 
 
 

June 19 - 20.    Stay tuned for information on how to 
help, donate and buy vouchers for folks in our      
community.   
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A Vision for Our Journey 
 

Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching, 
Committed to  
    Growing hearts and minds; 
     Learning openness, courage and love; 
      Serving with our neighbors; 
       Pursuing God’s justice and peace; 


