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Dear Emmanuel Friedens Friends, 
 

I write you on a day that is both thought-provoking and challenging—April 4, the 
fiftieth anniversary of the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Where were 
you? Had you been born yet? My mind and heart travel back across the decades 
to 1968, when I was a child growing up in India.  
 

Even though I wasn’t yet ten, like all of India I had been very aware of Dr. King’s 
work. While his field of action was predominantly in the US, for the poor, for dis-
enfranchised people and for people of color around the globe, King’s raising of 
Gandhi’s bloodied mantle of nonviolent direct action had been visible and pro-
found. His words and his actions inspired those working for freedom, justice and 
human rights on every continent.  
 

I was one small child.  But I happened to be a Baptist minister’s child. And the 
message received in our house, even seeing Dr. King’s witness from afar, was reli-
gious and it was clear: Christianity is fundamentally both spiritual and about the 
struggle for profound social change. The redemption of humanity’s soul is insepa-
rable from the struggle for humanity’s dignity, freedom and rights.  
 

Dr. King’s death shook the world’s children even as his life had shaped us. As I 
stood outside a packed Indian church with my father, listening through open win-
dows to a memorial service for Dr. King in Madras in early April of 1968, I under-
stood intuitively that we had somehow all lost the voice of our conscience. And 
yet I also understood, with a child’s clarity, that it was going to be up to each of 
us now. It was up to us to pick up the struggle, regardless of cost.  That childish 
insight has shaped my entire life.  
 

Dr. King’s death—like his life-- re-cast our collective sense of what it means to be 

people of faith, in ways still unfolding half a century later. By the time of his 

death fifty years ago, Dr. King’s message was far from the sanitized and bleached 

version often recited now. Many of his allies questioned his willingness to broad-

en the issues of racial justice to include economic justice. Many asked him not to 

be so public in opposing the war in Vietnam.  In April of 2018, let us be grateful 

for that willingness to refuse to be simplistic or to cater to expedience!                       
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In the weeks and months ahead, I anticipate that many will raise up the name of Martin Luther King Jr. 
to support one cause or another. Some of these invocations may be, to borrow language from the 
1970’s, right on. However, we all need to be just a little skeptical, when the talk about nonviolence ne-
glects to mention justice, or the speaker blithely chatters about inclusion but leaves out the hard truths 
about the deep racial divides in this nation, the chasms in educational opportunity, the ditches between 
haves and have-nots, the razor-wire fences surrounding much of humanity.   
 

Recently I have begun working with the Poor People’s Campaign, Dr. King’s Poor People’s Campaign re-
member Memphis?  It is stubbornly resuming, these many years later!  This campaign makes the con-
nections King was making, adopts King’s mode of nonviolent direct action, embraces his uncompromis-
ing analysis.  
 

I’m glad to have a chance to say thank you to Dr. King with concrete actions, and with the willingness to 
get a little controversial for the sake of truth.  That seems like the right way to celebrate resurrection 
this time around.  
 

In Christ’s Peace, Peter 

________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

     
    

 
 

The Weeks Ahead in Worship 
 

Sunday, April 8: Second Sunday in Easter 
Pulpit Exchange!   
Reading: Acts 4: 23-35 
Sermon: 
Guest Preacher: Rev. Lynn Carman Bodden, Interim Pastor, 
First Church of Albany 
 

Sunday, April 15: Third Sunday in Easter 
Readings: Acts 4:32-35, Luke 24:36b-48 
Sermon: Held in Common   
Rev. Peter JB Carman is preaching. 
 

Sunday, April 22:  Fourth Sunday in Easter 
Readings: Psalm 23; 1, John 3:16-24 
Sermon: Love in Truth and Action    
Rev. Peter JB Carman is preaching. 
 

Sunday, April 29:  Fifth Sunday in Easter 
Guest Preacher: Rev. Ashley Smith, American Baptist Minister 
 

Sunday May 6: Sixth Sunday in Easter  (CROP Walk Sunday) 
Readings: John 15:9-17, Psalm 98 
Sermon: The Gift of Joy 
Rev. Peter JB Carman is preaching. 

Save the Date 
Sunday, April 29 

Emmanuel Friedens’  
Quarterly Business 
Meeting following   

Sunday classes. 



 
  

Special Offering 
 

During this month of April, we will receive spe-
cial offerings to support America for Christ 
(American Baptist Churches) and Neighbors in 
Need (The United Church of Christ). Both offer-
ings support the important ministries across the 
US, in our two respective denominational fami-
lies. Envelopes may be found on the desk locat-
ed in the Chapel hallway, and they were also 
included in the March Envoy (for those who re-
ceive it at the church or by mail). 
 

Please consider a generous gift for your  
special offering! Thank you. 
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Committee News 
 

 

Organ Repair 
 

We, at Emmanuel Friedens Church, have a rare gem in our 
organ, as illustrated by our Easter music last Sunday.  It is a 
two manual Aolean-Skinner pipe organ built for our church 
in 1900. Now, that is old by any of our standards and as it 
was being tuned this month they discovered several repairs 
that need to be made.  We would like to schedule the repairs 
for this summer, while we are meeting in the Chapel.  The 
only problem, it will take $4,700 to do the repairs on the old 
girl.  We are asking for donations to cover the expense.  The 
donations may be large or small, memorial or tax write off.  
We would just like to be able to thank the congregation for 
continuing the work of this great musical instrument.  If you 
would like to contribute, you may contact Mary Lou Chot-
kowski, of the Trustees or make your wishes known to the 
church office.  Thank you for your generosity.  Mary Lou 
Chotkowski, Chair, Trustees 
 
 

Dignity for All Donations Needed 
 
 

Every year our church proudly gives Dignity For All $500 
Scholarships to area graduating high school seniors who 
have helped make their high schools a safer space for LGBT 
students. Our goal is to raise between $2,500-3,000 for this 
fund. We do not want to cut back our scholarship awards, so 
we are asking for donations. All donations will be used for 
scholarships. If you wish to contribute to this worthy effort, 
checks can be made out to the church with DFA SCHOLAR 
GIFT noted on the check or accompanying note. Drop off or 
send to Maria in the church office. Thank you for any help 
you can give!   David Chancey, Chair Welcoming, Open and 
Affirming  Committee 

 May  2018 
 At A Glance 

 
 

Every Wednesday 
Bible Study-Shaping  

Sunday’s Sermon 
 

Sunday, May 6 
CROP Walk  

 
 

Sunday, May 20 
Children’s Sunday  

 

Saturday, May 26 
Community Brunch 

10:30 –11:30 am 
 

Monday, May 28 
Memorial Day Observance 
The Church Office is closed. 
______________________ 

 

The May issue of the Envoy will be 
available the week of May 6, 2018. 
The deadline to submit articles, 
committee news, announcements, 
etc. is Wednesday, April 25, 2018.  
Thank you. 

 
 

 

 
 

Sunday, April 15:  Meeting following worship for all children/youth to discuss/plan Chil-
dren’s Sunday, which will be held on May 20.  We are hoping to get as many of the kids 
involved as possible that would like to be and would like to know what they would like to 
do. It could be anything from music to ushering to greeting to artwork for the bulletin to 
readings and anything in between that they can think of. These can be individual or 
group activities. Unlike in years past, they would not be expected to run the entire ser-
vice, but to help supplement it.  We would like to have as many kids in Sunday school on  

   the 15th, as well as at Children's Sunday.     Cassidy Lent, Chair, Christian Education  
 
     Sunday, May 20:  Children’s Sunday 
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Christian Education Happenings 

 

Sunday Adult Classes:   Theme: Many Faces of Poverty 
 

April 8:  An introduction to the Poor People's Campaign, a national movement to gain economic justice for 
the poor. It was a vision of Dr. King's, prior to his death in 1968.  Jamaica Miles will lead the class. 
 

April 15: Excerpts from the film, “A Place at the Table” will be shown and discussion to follow. A 2012 docu-
mentary that tells the powerful stories of three Americans from different parts of the country, who maintain 
their dignity even as they struggle just to eat. In a riveting journey that will change forever how you think 
about the hungry, this documentary shows how the issue could be solved forever, once the American public 
decides—as they have in the past—that ending hunger is in the best interests of us all.  
 

April 22: Earth Day– Discussion on the many dimensions of environmental justice. This class will be led by Jan 
Grigsby. 
 

 

April 29: Guest minister, Rev. Ashley Smith, will lead the class. 
 

May 6:   CROP Walk Sunday, Faye Bailey will lead a short class on the CROP Walk.  

Summer camp brochures will be coming in soon.  
Brochures will be available on the door next to the 

office.  Don’t forget to check it out.  
Information regarding scholarships  

will be announced in May. 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 The 7th Gospel Jubilee, the largest continu-
ing gospel celebration in the Capital Region,    
returns to the Main Stage at Proctors, Friday 
April 20 @ 7 pm. Musical direction by Rev. Elgin 
Joseph Taylor, Sr. and joined by  the Union Col-
lege Gospel Choir “Heavenly Voices.” The head-
liner will be Dorothy Norwood, Gospel’s Great-
est  Storyteller.  The evening will include a spe-
cial salute to the Capital’s District's legendary 
radio announcer Edward “Pee Wee” Harris.  
Tickets are available via the Proctor’s website; 
$25/ticket. 
 

 Schenectady County Multicultural Fair 
This event will be held on Sunday, April 29 from 
11 am-4 pm in Central Park’s Music Haven &     
Pavilion area. It is a free event looking to pro-
mote multiculturalism and unity in the commu-
nity.  
 

 Capital Area Baptist Association (CABA)     
presents “Small Church Empowerment” on     
Saturday, May 19 from 9 am-3 pm at Latham 
Community Baptist Church, 109 Forts Ferry 
Road. The event is free and lunch is included. 
Keynote speaker: Rev. Dr. Anthony Pappas. If 
you are interested in attending or just want to 
learn more, call (518) 374-0288, e-mail     
abcnyseast@yahoo.com 
 

  55th NY Conference UCC Annual Meeting 
The meeting will be held Friday and Saturday,  
June 8-9 in Syracuse. Rev. Dr. Emily C. Heath will 
be the guest speaker for the gathering, where 
the theme is "Building Faithful Community Bold-
ly." For more information and to register, check 
out uccny.org 

 

For more information  
regarding denomination/community news -  

Always check out the  
church bulletin board. 
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 UCC Clergy/Delegates: The Spring Hudson-Mohawk As-
sociation Meeting will be held this Saturday, April 14 at 
the Interfaith Center at SUNY Albany, hosted by Journey 
UCC. $10 lunch Speaker- Kent Busman.   

 

 Hudson Mohawk Association invites you to the Ecclesi-
astical Council for  Joani Jameson, which will be held on 
Sunday, April 15 at 3:00 pm at our church. Please RSVP 
directly to the church office. 

 

We are happy that Joani Jameson is to have her   
Ecclesiastical Council here at Emmanuel Friedens.  
While only Delegates may participate in the final  
deliberation and vote, all are welcome to attend  

the preliminary portion of the meeting.  
Following the Council, there will be  

a brief reception in the Board Room. 
 

 

 Schenectady Interfaith Community (IFC) April Dinner 
Gathering will be held on Tuesday, April 17 at the Do-
minican Retreat & Conference Center, 1941 Union 
Street in Niskayuna. Dinner (6:30 pm) is $15 payable at 
the door.  Program (7:30 pm) only is free. If you require 
a kosher meal, please let us know at time of reservation. 
Reservations to the Interfaith Community office, schdy-
interfaith@yahoo.com or 370-2150 by noon, April 14. 
Topic: “Why I’m Learning about  Muslims and Telling 
Their Stories?”  Kate Dudding is the presenter. She is an 
award winning author and story teller. 

 
 

 The Sidney & Beatrice Albert Interfaith Lecture for 
Spring 2018 will be held Tuesday, April 17 at 7 p.m. at 
the Hubbard Interfaith Sanctuary at The College of Saint 
Rose, 959 Madison Avenue, Albany, NY. The topic is The 
Rise of Antisemitism and Islamophobia: Solutions and 
Challenges with Dr. Mehnaz M. Afridi. Dr. Afridi is an 
Associate Professor of Religious studies and Director of 
Holocaust, Genocide, and Interfaith Education Center at 
Manhattan College. For more information call the Office 
of Spiritual Life at 518.454.5250 . 

 
 

Denomination/Community News: 
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Community News: 

2018 Schenectady CROP WALK, Sunday, May 6 - CROP (Communities 
Responding To Overcome Poverty)—Sponsored by Schenectady Com-
munity Ministries (DBA SICM–Schenectady Inner City Ministry) and 
Church World Services.  This year’s walk will be held on Sunday, May 
6, rain or shine. The 5K walk begins and ends at Emmanuel Friedens. 
Registration begins at 12:30 pm, entertainment by The Nellies, and 

the Walk kicks-off at 1:30 pm.  It is a day of celebration and community building as 
we walk to raise money for hunger-fighting efforts in Schenectady and around the 
world. A full 25% of the money raised remains in our local community and is distrib-
uted to food assistance programs (including the SICM Food Pantry) and senior meals. 
Remaining money is used by Church World Services to alleviate hunger in poor com-
munities through the world.  
 

Although the weather wasn’t ideal for last year’s walk, there was still a large crowd 
on hand (over 400) with a total of over $42,00 collected.  Emmanuel Friedens’ walk-
ers raised over $1,200 last year. 
 

All church members and friends are invited to participate in this year’s walk, either 
as a walker or to sponsor a walker with a donation. We will be recruiting walkers and 
taking donations starting now through May 6.  See Faye Bailey and Pat McAllister to 
sign-up and/or donate. 

Recruiters Meeting at EFC, March 13, 2018 
Faye Bailey and Rev. Phil Grigsby 



 

 Emmanuel Friedens IN ACTION 
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Volunteers at the EFC Community 
Brunch on Saturday, March 31. 

Thanks to all for a wonderful meal 
that exemplified the Easter spirit. 
Food was great; spirits were high. 

Congratulations to Rev. Phillip Grigsby and 
to the Schenectady Inner City Ministry’s 

wonderful 50th Jubilee Celebration           
which was held on Tuesday, March 20  

 at the Glen Sanders. 
 

During the evening, Rev. Dustin Wright, 
Vice-President of SICM’s Steering         

Committee, unveiled SICM’s new name,         
Schenectady Community Ministries  

and a new logo. 

As a Welcoming and  
Affirming/  

Open and Affirming 
Church, Emmanuel  
Baptist Church and 

Friedens United  
Church of Christ 
welcomes and 

affirms 
all persons without 

regard to sex, martial 
status, age , race, 

sexual orientation, or 
abilities, inviting all 
into   membership, 

mission, and 
leadership. 

STAY CONNECTED 
 
 
 
 
 

www.facebook.com/ 
emmanuelfriedenschurch 

 

Emmanuel Friedens Church 
218 Nott Terrace 
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A Vision for Our Journey 
 

Captivated by Jesus’ life and teaching, 
Committed to  
    Growing hearts and minds; 
     Learning openness, courage and love; 
      Serving with our neighbors; 
       Pursuing God’s justice and peace; 
        Inviting others to share the journey! 


