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From the Pastor

Dear EFC Family:

G. K. Chesterton once said that when he was a young man, he put his religious
convictions in a drawer. When he came back for them later, they were gone.
The last few decades, aside from 911 and COVID 19, have been rather easy on
us. People of faith have put their religious conviction in storage because in
good times any old theology that’s soft, fun, superficial, and easy will do. In
fact, no theology at all will do. Church can be an option. You can do as you
please and feel content that the church building is still sitting there in case you
need it.

Well, we are a nation in need of more than supplies, health equipment, and
food. Our churches and our nation are in peril. We need spiritual resources.
Good news! They are available. The church has kept them for you and there’s
plenty for everyone. God always has a supply of faithful ones who knew all
along that Christianity has radical practices that will see a people through any
disaster. In case of feelings of anger, despair, emptiness, and loneliness, the
church has resources available.

Perhaps you have forgotten how radical our Christian practices are. Our
radical practices are far greater than our usual flaws and imperfections. Isn’t
that just like God to use an imperfect people to supply people with perfect
resources? The practices of the church are readily available for us all.

As far as | know, the church is the only institution that is constituted by the
practice of the confession of sin. All other institutions make excuses, all
other groups, like politicians, rationalize, justify, and refuse to take
responsibility. Church people, the people of Jesus, confess our sins. This is a
resource not available to the world. Even when we are not gathered in one
place, we can confess our sins. From ZOOM and Facebook, wherever we are
the Holy Spirit makes intercession on our part “with sighs too deep for

words.”
(continued on page 2)
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We can take stock of how we may have been sucked into the vortex of a secular society that is
selfish, uncaring, and lacking in compassion. We, after all, are still in the middle of a pandemic with
a portion of our nation in denial. We can confess our sins and God, who is faithful and just will for-
give us our sins. And that’s just one of the radical practices of the church and one of the gifts of God.

Maybe we can use some of our time practicing the forgiveness of enemies, which turns out to the
surprise of some, to be members of our own families.

May the peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all! Dr. K

Sunday Worship

(Live in —person, Zoom link or online)

Rev. Dr. Rodney Kennedy will lead worship and preach.

February 6: Fifth Sunday after Epiphany/Communion
Readings: Isaiah 6:1-8, Luke 5:1-11
Sermon: “The Catch of a Lifetime”

February 13 Sixth Sunday after Epiphany
Readings: Jeremiah 17:5-10, Luke 6:17-26
Sermon: “The Fat is in the Fire Now!”

February 20: Seventh Sunday after Epiphany
Readings: Genesis 45:1-11, 15, Luke 6:27-38
Sermon: “Up or Down?”

February 27: Transfiguration Sunday
Readings: Exodus 34:29-35, 2 Corinthians 3:12-4.2, Luke 9:28-36
Sermon: “It’s Time to Shine”

Sermons

Dr. Kennedy’s sermon from the past Sunday is sent out via mail and e-mail during the week, as well
as being posted on the church’s website under “Worship-Sermons”.

/& N | Ash Wednesday, which marks the

' beginning of the Lenten season, is

Wednesday, March 2. Information
regarding a worship service

will be forthcoming.
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Adult Sunday Class

Title: “When What We Read in the Bible Doesn’t Make Sense” or “The Art of Reading Scripture”
Discussion Leader: Rev. Dr. Rodney Kennedy

When: Sunday morning at 11:15 am, ongoing through April 10 (1 session only on Sundays).

Bring your questions, doubts, concerns, and confusions and we will unpack them together as we
attempt faithful readings of biblical texts. At least one part of the class aims to help you know
how to have conversations with any of your friends who are biblical literalists or insist they are
right, and you are wrong. Dr. Kennedy says, “l promise to help you deal with your friends who
think you are wrong.”

Participants will need a Bible. The textbook used for the class is The Art of Reading Scripture,

editors Ellen F. Davis and Richard B. Hays. The book is not required for the class, but is an option

for those persons wishing to read in more detail. The book is a collection of essays and there are
two in particular that are important to the class.

Ellen F. Davis, “Teaching the Bible Confessionally in the Church”
Ellen F. Davis, “Critical Traditioning”

The primary theses of the class are:

e Scripture truthfully tells the story of God’s action of creating, judging, and saving the world.
e Scripture is the Church’s book.

o Faithful reading of Scripture requires engagement with the entire narrative — Old Testament
and New Testament.

e There is no such thing as the original meaning of a text. Biblical texts have multiple meanings
across the centuries.

e The four gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John tell the truth about Jesus.
o Faithful reading of the Scripture invites participation in the church.

e The persons who have read and studied the Bible before us provide guidance in how to read
the Bible.

e Christians need to read the Bible in dialogue with Jews, Muslims, and diverse others.

e Scripture calls us to fresh readings of the text in light of the Holy Spirit’s ongoing work in the
world.

As a Welcoming and
Affirming/
Open and Affirming
Church, Emmanuel
Baptist Church and
Friedens United
Church of Christ
welcomes and
affirms
all persons without
regard to sex, martial
status, age , race,
sexual orientation, or
abilities, inviting all
into membership,
mission, and
leadership.
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Emmanuel Friedens Church
218 Nott Terrace
Schenectady, NY 12307

Happy Valentine’s Day-February 14

Sunday Worship remains available via Facebook Live on the Church’s
Facebook Page (https://www.facebook.com/Emmanuel-Friedens-Church-
122934277889274/) and by Zoom, with a Zoom link and passcode being sent
to the congregation each week (via the Sunday bulletin).

And for video recordings of all worship services, a link is available on the
church’s website, www.emmanuelfriedens.org—Home page.
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